Jean and Fred Hort are ready, with hats, haversacks and noteboolks, to track dovwn more rare
planis. Photo by Noel Hoffman.

A RARE Western Australian
wildflower, the pink star-
bush, (Asterolasia prandiflo-
ra) was found recenily, grow-
ing in CALM"s Mundaring
District.

The rare flora was discov-
ered by wildflower enthusinsis
Jean and Fred Hort who, as
CALM volunteers. play an
active mole in the depariment’s
rare flora program.

Although the Horts located
the rare floea several years ago,
they wene not aware of its iden-
tity until recently, when Mrs
Hon keyed out the species and
identified it as Asterolasia
grandifinra,

Realising the significance of
their find, Fred notified
CALM"s Wildlife Branch, and
arrangements were made with
Swan Region conservation
officer, Les Robson to confirm
ity identity.

Les confirmed the plants as

by Mike
O’'Donoghue

the rare starbush, counting
more than 1200 individual
Asteralasia grandifiora plants.
He estimates that the new pop-
ulation consists of more than
000 individual plants!

The pink starbush, which is
declared as rare Mora under the
Wildlife Conservation Act,
was previously known from
six populations in the wild,
consisting of an estimated
5800 plants.

The newly discovered popu-
lution is now the largest ong
known in the wild and is thus
significant for the conservation
of the species.

As the common name sug-
gesis, the pink starbush is a
pale pink-flowered shrub o
one metre high.

It is confined to lateritic hills

ALM volunteers’ rare plant re-discovery identified

in the Toodyay-York area and
now, thanks to Jean and Fred, it
% also known froim
Mundaring. The species flow-
ers from July to October.

The pink starbush is the sec-
ond rare species the Hort's
have discovered in recent
times.

They located 2 number of
populations of the very rare
orchid, the cinnamon sun
aorchid (Fhelymitra  dedma-
nmiarum) in the Wandoo
Conservation Park in 1995,

Jean and Fred's interest and
enthusiasm, and that of other
CALM rare flora volunieers is
helping CALM to better docu-
ment the location and distribu-
tion of the Stale’s rare wild-
Mowers,

About 10 per cent of rare
flora report forms submitted to
CALM as part of the rare flora
moniloring progrim ang com-
pleted by volunteers.






	080038-1997.11.004
	080038-1997.11 p9

