Western _Sly'eld hits the streets of rentle

A GREAT deal of fun was
had by all when Western
Shield hit the streets in the
Torm of a 5 x 3-metre feral cat
and a 3 x 3-metre bilby Noat,
as part of the Fremantle
Festival's annual parsde.

The unique flom, with its
missive creafures amd abun-
dance of cucalypt leaves and
gum nuis, looked like a bush
island amidst the people, cars
and buildings of Frenianile.

Supporting the foat were 13
child-sized native animals
including o green-beliied frog,
a possum, red-backed spider,
joey  kangoroe, cockatoo,
platypus aml owl,

To provide the animals with
shade, were an aduli-sized tree
with an uncanny resemblance
o CALM Maring Conser-
vation Officer Jenny Cary, and
a child-sized tree, not unlike
MNoel  Mannup's  daughter
Allison,

Bozzing around the Moat
were three drop-dead gor-
geous-looking wood  fairies
and a handful of WA Naturally
balloon distribulors.

The main artractions howey-
er, were an adull-sized chud-
itch, a hilby and two, foro-
cipus-looking foxes, one of
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which locked remarkably like
CALM Executive Director Dr
Syd Shea,

With more than 1,000
Wesrern Shield balloons o
hand owt, CALM Aboriginal
Tounsm and Training Officers
Moel Mannup and  Kevin Hill
helped distribute the brightly
coloured  heliom-filled bal-
boons, that had small Wesrern
Shield information cords tied to
thean.

It was a long, frantic bul fun-
filled day for the 25-plus
people who voluntcersd and
partscipatesd 10 the parade, from
children and adults in coshumes
o behind-the-scene  players
like our fabubous and relishle
balloon couriers—on  [oot—
yes, well how else could 1,000
balloons be given out?

An  ndefanguable  John
Hunter deserves o gong for
many hours” work, above the
call of duty, as does Wesi
Kimberley district  manager
Allen Grosse, who commis-
sioned Gwen Knox o create
the giant cat and hilby. {Gwen
also helped decorate the float.)

In the lead-up to the parade,

which started at 4.00 pm, the
children's faces were painted lo
match their costumes, while
the adult volunteers assembled
and organised costumes, WA
MNaturally T-shirts ond  bal-
loans.

All then traipsed down
Henry Sireet from the CALM
Fremantle offices to the parade
starting poinl.

A5 you can guess il was
quite a sight and judging by the
number of people waving wmd
beeping homs, we were & great
hit.

Once the parade started,
everyone got into the swing of
things, with ballsons given out
right, beft and centre and much
waving to be done.

Cat-calls and fox cries wene
skilfully mimicked and pro-
jected by expert dover CALM

I :

lr'i'.lwr'-ng the crowd-Ferocious Farx, H Bilby and Charlte Chudireh rau Sandra Chahal, Dorthe Harsen and Liz Pickett from

The Hills Forest)

Marine Operations  Offices
Gearge Walson who, in tum
with the Executive Director {in
disguise), took control of the
float's PA system.

Charlie Chuditch and Basil
Bilby were chased repentediy
by Perocious Fox, as they
soughi 10 escape among the
crowids,

An bour and fifteen mines
later, the purnde come to a
close, and all Wesern Shield
participants climbed aboard the
float and headed back, tired,
happy and exuberant to the
department's Freo offices.

There, refreshments were
enjoyed  while  everyons
regaled each other with their
stories of the day.

More than 70,000 people
tumed oul o waich the
parade—thial means 70,000

An arvay of native aehnals-
above:  Simon  MeAll,
Katherine Shea, Benfamin
Gegh, Allison  Nannup,
Ella Kerr and Hannah
MeAll

Righr: Benjanin Gevirgh and
Sarah Shea harch a plot,
witile Ryan Shea haz a far
away fook in iz eye.

Lefi: The Western Shield
flear  teamm  traipsing
through the strecis of
Fremantle to take its
Place dn the parade.

All photos by Emie
MeLintockfCALM

people sow the CALM Western
Shield Noat, not 10 mention the
1000 information  cards
attached to Western Shield bal-
lomng,

i

j'ﬂr'nas ?Tfuryberfn ra:.l‘ Caralyn ﬂlmrunj.

This, coupled with the fun
and enjoyment of all those
invalved, led 1o only one con-
clusion—a day that was a
resounding success.




Grear fun was had by all when 13 child-sized ranve arnimals and 1,000 balloons, cogether with a S-metre feral cot and a bilby celebrated
Operation Western Shield ar the Al Fremantle Festival, (See page 3 for story and mare pictures). Photo by Emie MeLintock
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