
Records out, space in 
UNTIL recently, staff in 
the Corporate Inform­
ation Section (CIS) were 
in danger of being 
squeezed out by a rapid­
ly growing collection of 
records. Then the sec­
tion's archives officer 
Leanne Thomas and 
Records Management 
System administrator 
Bob Mitchell began to 
win back space. 

"By the time we moved 
to our new Records 
Management System, we 
wanted to have an unclut­
tered database, so every­
one could access it direct­
ly without being side­
tracked or misled by 
irrelevant data." Leanne 
said. 

"People looking for the 
latest file don't want to 
accidentally retrieve 
ancient ones. There's a 

welcome bonus, too­
office space is freed up, 
and that means we' ve got 
more comfortable work­
ing conditions." 

Bob said that in the last 
few years CIS had dis­
posed of nearly 10,000 
files as part of Stage I of a 
big archival project. 

"Stage II has already 
begun, so lots more files 
will be going, he said," 

"No CALM records 
(paper, electronic or oth­
erwise) can be destroyed 
or archived unless in 
accordance with CALM 's 
approved 'Retention and 
Disposal Schedule' . 

"New legislation due 
this year will introduce 
penalties of $10,000 for 
unlawful destruction of 
government records. 

CIS manager Jenny 
Moss said that various 

collections of records had 
grown up outside the 
mainstream Como sys­
tem, and a number of 
Regional offices had 
flagged her about the 
heaps of old records 'in 
the back shed'. 

"As a consequence, our 
staff were asked for 
advice on disposing of 
them, including old reel­
to-reel tapes, photograph­
ic material and e-mail," 
Jenny said. 

"Our staff are develop­
ing a process to help 
Branches and Regional 
offices review those 
records. 

"Meanwhile, Leanne 
is working with 
CALMfire to test some 
draft procedures-after 
all, we can ' t have CALM 
being hit with those 
$10,000 fines!" 

With nearly 10,000 files already disposed of, Leanne Thomas and Bob Mitchell 
take a well-earned coffee break before plunging in to the next phase. Photo by 

Verna Costello 

Dens, nests ready and waiting 
NATIVE wildlife in and 
around The Hills Forest 
Activity Centre at 
Mundaring are being 
encouraged to return 
to their natural habi­
tat-with a little help 
from some new-found 
friends. 

A group of young 
trainees under the 
Commonwealth Govern­
ment's Green Corps 
Program have built and 
placed nearly 200 artifi­
cial nest boxes and rock 
dens, as well as fr;:eding 
and viewing sites around 
the Centre. 

The work is part of 
CALM Mundaring Dist­
rict's Hills Forest Fauna 
Enhancement Project. 

The nest boxes are for 
species that usually use 
tree hollows, and include 

cockatoos, brush-tailed 
possums, brush-tailed 
phascogales and mardos. 

The rock dens are for 
ground animals like the 
chuditch , quenda, dun­
narts and reptiles. 

CALM 's Mundaring 
District nature conserva­
tion program leader John 
Carter says that through 
Operation Foxglove-a 
joint initiative between 
CALM and Alcoa of 
Australia that's control­
ling foxes in the northern 
jarrah forest-the number 
of native animals is 
increasing 

"In April 1996, we 
reintroduced woylies into 
the forest to the east of the 
Activity Centre. Re­
searchers are now finding 
second and third genera­
tions, which show that the 

animals are doing 
extremely well indeed." 

"The new nesting and 
feeding sites will encour­
age native animals to 
return and breed around 
The Hills Forest," John 
said. 

John said The Hills 
Forest Activity Centre 
focused on family and 
school groups, with activ­
ities designed to bring 
people to the forest to 
learn about animals and 
plants in their natural 
habitat. 

"The Go Bush! 
Program, that started in 
1991, is now attracting 
16,500 people each year. 
The enhancement pro­
gram will open up oppor­
tunities for more activities 
in Go Bush! and other 
educational and recreation 

programs," he said. 
The project is also 

attracting sponsorship 
from the private sector: 
Timber Traders Cockburn, 
Hamilton Sawmills, 
Stephanelli Sawmills and 
Colli and Sons have 
donated timber and other 
materials for nest boxes, 
while Applecross Primary 
School's fundraising 
act1v1t1es have raised 
$2000 towards the project 

Green Corps is a 
Commonwealth Govern­
ment program that aims to 
give young Australians 
between 17 and 20 years 
opportunities to become 
involved in conservation 
projects. 

Left:Leanne Moyle 
shows the entrance to 
a completed den. 
Photo by John Carter 

A bouquet for a job well done 
A BIG floral bouquet 
and heartfelt thanks 
were presented recently 
to administrative assis­
tant (and Director of 
Forests Don Keene's 
right hand 'man') 
Shirley Dennett. 

They were in apprecia­
tion of her role in keeping 
communications, priori­
ties and follow-throughs 
on track for this year's 
State Forest Resources 
Business Unit (SFRBU) 
Conference in Bunbury. 

Shirley was likened to 
the mortar holding the 
bricks together, and 
although there was some 
conjecture about who the 
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bricks might be, all agreed 
the description was apt. 

"I think I have the best 
job m CALM. I really 
enjoy the work and it's 
great to meet the people I 
deal with by phone at this 
conference," Shirley said. 

One of the conference 
organisers Liz Blee said 
that it was vital that she 
and her fellow SFRBU 
members meet regularly, 
to keep focused, share 
information, update on 
issues and maintain enthu­
siasm. 

"We' re also convinced 

that we must make time to 
recognise the contribu­
tions individuals have 
made during the year," 
Liz said. 

"This year, we held an 
overnight mini-confer­
ence and presentation din­
ner, and intend organising 
a bigger program every 
two years." 

Liz herself received 
recognition for her effi­
ciency, organisational 
skills and the administra­
tive and logistics support 
she brought to the 
Southern Forest Group and 
to the Regional adminis­
tration team-all in the 
cause of better integration 

to smooth the way to 
achieving CALM's goals. 

All m all , it was an 
excellent conference for 
people to listen, talk, look 
ahead and report on some 
of the outcomes over the 
past 12 months with an 
eye to the big one pro­
grammed for May 1999. 

Shirley, almost 
dwa,fed by the huge 
floral bouquet, is 
seen here with 
SFRBU monitoring 
and training officer .­
Bill Towie and 
administrative as­
sistant Liz Blee. 
Photo by Tammie 
Reid. 

Swedish students and CALM staff in joint cloud study 
CALM's Perth Observatory recent­
ly hosted two reseaJlch project stu­
dents from the Space Sciences 
Department at Umea University in 
Kiruna, Sweden. 

In their studies they have acquired a 
mixture of engineering and practical 
physical science knowledge and skills 
that were put to good use while work­
ing at the Observatory. 

Their project work involved the cal­
ibration of a rudimentary cloud sensor 
system, designed and built by the 

A r'A T ~,<1\Tr.'TllC" 1 • . 1.. A--~··~· 1nno 

I by James Biggs I 

Observatory's technical staff Arie 
Verveer and John Pearse. 

Observatories world-wide are 
automating the positioning of their 
telescopes and opening of telescope 
enclosures, using computer control 
and a minimum amount of operator 
intervention. 

The cloud sensor system is an inte­
gral part of the automation of Perth 

Observatory 's facilities, and will 
determine when high probability con-· 
ditions are satisfactory to open tele­
scope enclosures for observing. (The 
Observatory 's technical staff have 
also built a rain sensor that reliably 
operates and determines when it is 
safe to open the enclosures.) 

One main aspect of the students' 
work was relating the cloud sensor's 
digital output to the amount of cloud 
visible in the night sky. 

They developed a computer pro-

gram that read the cloud sensor out­
put, such as temperature and wind 
speed, from the on-site Bureau of 
Meteorology automatic weather sta-
tion. 

Predicting cloud cover 

They then predicted the amount of 
cloud cover and made this information 
accessible to all computers on the 
Observatory network. 

Their system works reasonably 
well, and is limited only by the rudi-

mentary nature of the cloud sensor 
and, in common with similar systems, 
has difficulty detecting light, high­
altitude (cirrus) cloud. Even given its 
limitation, this is a great advance 
towards automation. 

Clouds were not the only topics of 
interest to the students. They enjoyed 
visiting CALM-managed places, such 
as the Tree Top Walk and Monkey 
Mia, as well as other sites of scenic 
beauty in WA such Esperance, Wave 
Rock and Rottnest Island. 


