
It's doubtful anyone knows the Avon River as intimately as Jim Masters,OAM. He is seen here at one of its 
many picturesque spots. Photo courtesy of Avon River Management Authority 

Jim, a volunteer without peer 
ONE of the most dedi
cated champions of 
nature conservation in 
Western Australia has, 
because of continuing ill 
health, withdrawn from 
the CALM Volunteers 
Register. 

He is Jim Masters, 
OAM, affectionately 
known as The Old Man of 
the River, because of the 
large volume of meticu
lous research he has car
ried out on the River Care 
Project. 

An outcome of this was 
The Principles of River 
Management, based on 
the Avon River exper
ience, written by Jim and 
published by the Avon 
River Management Auth
ority in 1996. 

The research, in addi
tion to his many years' 
commitment to wildlife 
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and environmental protec
tion in general , brought 
him recognition a 
few years ago with 
the Order of Australia 
Medal. 

Apart from running 
his farm , Jim also found 
time for active involve
ment with conservation
linked bodies other than 
CALM. 

They include working 
with the former Depart
ment of Fisheries and 
Wildlife, local govern
ment authorities, the 
Toodyay Naturalists ' Club 
and the Birds Australia 
group. 

He has also written, co
authored and contributed 
chapters to wildlife and 

environmental books and 
other publications. 

Toodyay Naturalists' 
Club member Raye 
Paynter, who provided 
much of the information 
for this story, describes 
Jim as follows: 

"As well as highly 
intelligent, Jim is very 
much a practical . man, 
who could always be 
counted onto hop in and 
help whenever there were 
busy bees, or lend a tractor 
when and where needed." 

Mundaring district 
operations officer John 
Carter said that Jim 
played a significant role in 
the Avon Valley Biologi
cal Survey, carried out in 
conjunction with CALM 
by the Toodyay Natural
ists ' Club. 

"He is an expert on 
birds and has provided 

CALM with a large vol
ume of records, spanning 
many years of bird sight
ings in the Avon Valley," 
John said. 

"His depth and breadth 
of knowledge continue to 
be a priceless resource." 

Now in his early eight
ies, Jim continues to be a 
pragmatist, with few 
romantic notions about 
Mother Nature, one of his 
often-repeated quotes 
being "In nature, there are 
no rewards, only conse
quences". 

Western Australians 
have much for which they 
should be grateful to Jim 
Masters-and so does 
CALM. We wish him 
many long years of watch
ing his work for nature 
conservation bear the fruit 
it deserves, for this and 
future generations. 

This pair doubly valuable 

PICTURED about to cut 
their birthday cake are 
CALM Herbarium vol
unteers Margaret (left) 
and Barbara Evans. 

It was no ordinary 
birthday the twins were 
celebrating; it was their 
90th, and a livelier pair of 
nonagenarians you would 
be hard pressed to find . 

When asked if they 
would agree to pose for 
photographs, they unself
consciously entered into 
the spirit of the occasion 
with the ease of seasoned 
actors, further endearing 
themselves to the friends 
and colleagues helping 
them celebrate their special 
day. 

Margaret and Barbara 
first became associated 
with the Herbarium in 1986, 
when they proof-read the 
two-volume book Flora of 
the Perth Region. When 
the CALM Volunteers 
scheme came into being in 
1990, they promptly reg
istered and have remained 
with it ever since. 

Their work includes the 
all-important mounting of 
plant specimens , and sort- · 
ing lichen specimens. 

Staff and volunteers 
provided the cake at the 
morning tea held at the 
Herbarium, then it was 
back to work for every
body-including Margaret 
and Barbara. 

Volunteers impress 
CALM Herbarium vol
unteers have completed 
the mounting of their 
100,000th plant speci
men, and were recently 
congratulated on their 
impressive achievement 
by Herbarium staff 
members at a special 
function to mark the 
occasion. 

The number of speci
mens is now 450,000, so 
the volunteer effort has 
contributed more than 20 
per cent of the total num
ber of specimens that 
make up the State collec
tion. 

An essential task of any 
herbarium is the painstak
ing fixing of each pressed 
specimen to a special card. 
At the CALM Herbarium, 
the task is large! y carried 
out by a team of trained 
volunteers. 

Each plant specimen 
chosen for mounting is 
different, some have stout 
stems, some are prickly 
some are huge; all need to 
be secured to the special 
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large card which makes a 
herbarium sheet. 

The specimen mounter 
needs to be careful in 
arranging the specimen on 
the sheet so as not to 
obscure· an important 
plant part and has to 
ensure that the correct 
label is affixed. 

Collections Manager 
Chang Sha Fang and tech
nician Phil Spencer as 
well as other staff have 
trained selected volun
teers so th!}t the Volunteer 
Mounting Team is highly 
efficient as well as pro
ductive. 

There is still a great 
deal of contact with staff 
who are ultimately 
responsible for the stan
dard of specimen prepara
tion, but the volunteer 
program has provided an 
estimated $300,000 worth 
of support. 

This is what it would 

have cost the Herbarium 
to employ more staff to 
mount 100,000 speci
mens. 

Because of the help 
received, the curation 
staff has been able to 
incorporate many more 
specimens into the State 
collection than would 
have been possible otherwise. 

It also means that cura
tion staff has been able to 
process a long-standing 
backlog of specimens, and 
these have now been 
incorporated into the 
Herbarium for scientists 
to use. 

The Herbarium has a 
highly successful volun
teer program. Many of the 
helpers are professional 
people in their own right, 
some have retired and oth
ers are seeking jobs. 

They all have one thing 
in common; they have 
an interest in WA plants, 
and while they work, they 
are learning more about 
the fascinating flora of 
WA. 

Daphne Edinger gleefully prepares to plunge her knife deep into the cake, as she 
joins fellow volunteers and their 'minder', CALM technician Phil Spencer in 
celebrating the JOO thousandth plant specimen mounting. From left rear they 
are: Chris Holliste1; Nora Best and Phil. F,vnt Pat Angel, Daphne and Gwen Abbott. 
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A happier Christmas 
ensured last Easter 

bilbies were 
released into Dryandra 
woodland recently be
cause people bought 
chocolate bilbies rather 
than bunnies last Easter. 

Because of these pur
chases at Coles Super
markets, funding of a 
bilby captive breeding 
project was made possi
ble. 

The project is part of 
CALM's Western Shield 
program, and 
jointly with 

is run 
Kanyana 

Native Fauna Rehabil
itation Centre. 

More and more true
blue Aussies are choosing 
to develop an Easter bilby 
culture that is more appro
priate to this country, than 
the northern hemisphere's 
bunny. 

The thought of a bunny 
may evoke a temporary 
'warm fuzzy ' , but in 
Australia, the rabbit it 
'cute-ifies' does not! 

This animal, through no 
fault of its own, has 

wreaked havoc by des
troying Australian native 
species' habitat-an added 
reason to give the choco
late version the heave-ho. 

The release and conser
vation of the bilbies (the 
live ones) was a first in 
WA for the species, and 
would not have been pos
sible without this contri
bution by the community. 

The released bilbies 
can now be expected to 
enjoy a predator-free 
Christmas. 


