THE sun shone brightly on
the Big Brook Helay for 98,
and the competition was fust
and Torious, Fifteen leams
battled it out in swellering
conditions (well, kind of swel-
tering} for the coveted Karrl
Country All Sports trophy.

After a two-minuite silence in
memory of Big Brook Relay
stalwart Peter Rado, who
passed away rocently, comp-
efitors launched themselves
imio the event.

Some of ihe wams o groce

the field included the
Marine Marunders, the Sons
of Simmo, Comotose, the

Woodvale Wanderers, Albamy
Whalers, Cape Crusaders,
Dwellingup Desperadoes amd
The Dark Side.

Tireless event orzamisers,
Rod Annear and Dave Meshan
from Pemberion. once again
did & sterling job of drumming
up supperl from CALM siafl
near and far.

“A few teams  pulled ol at
the last minuie but the wmoat
was  pretty  good and we
certainly had the best weather
on record—it usually pours
with rain,” Rod said.

Apart from a noticeable
shortening of the swim beg, the
Leshing course varied little from
previous years., Word quickly
got around that the swim was
lopped by Rod, who wasn’t
fealing the best, and happaned
to be the designated swimmer
for his team, He was quick o
oW O

“T was nominated o do the
swim about five minuies before
I set the course. | wasn'l
feeling grest, and we've had
complaints about the swim leg
being too long in the past, so 1
decided 10 cut B from abouat
one kilometre 1o 400 metres. [
won't be making that mistake
aj,ain!"

In fact, since Pembenon is

Story and photos by!
Penny Walsh

poing o gain the services of
iwimminj; supremo Mutasha
Oke next year (after she
transfers from Manjimup 10
Femberton), Rod is seriously
thinking of making the swim
leg mauch, much Innp:r.

First off the blocks were the
crossculters, and it was quickly
chanr who the novices were, bt
even the beginners eventually
managed o work their way
through  five rings  of
Dwellingup's finest regrowth
jmrroh (salvaged from a ronding
operation).

From the crosscul it was on
1o the cyele, and a 12-kilometre
loop around the dam. The
standout  performance  came
from Brent Johnson of the
Wondvale Wanderers,

Brent's bicycle had o mind
of its own and kept slipping up
a gear, especially on inclines,
making progress anduous and
very time-comsuming {(ar least,
that’s Brenl's siory)

From the cycle it was on
to the winding seven-kilo-
meire run through the forest,
Competitors were really feel-
ing the heat by now (literally,
as wiell as figurtively),

There were plenty of red
faces by the end of the leg, not
o mention one or two rofled
ankles.

The prize for commitment
above und beyond the call of
duty wem 1o John Lioyd from
Mundaring who decided to run
anyway, even though he didn't
officially have a team. Some
people are glutons for punish-
men

The paddlers were next. and
mever his o more skillul bunch
of canoeists graced the water
Last minute sdvice about
which end of the canoe was the

Brent Johinson af the Woodvale Wanderers hodiling e
‘vellow jersey " (cow) awarded for his efforts o the cyele leg.

—Staff unwind at Annual Blg Brook Relay—

Ferwolust fTies as the Big Brook Relay comperitors for 1998 put their It;.lrk buider the .n'Jr}-.ﬁTmu:F_‘Mlgmmd: Tan Muocre and Dravid

Anderson (parily abscured) from FME concived by John Winlsh, Rear: Arvid Hogstrom and Dean Irving of e Comorare e,

fromt and which was the back,
paid off handsomely for one
movioE i

Controversy raged, however,
when one crew was left up a
brook without & cance (50 1o
speak). It seems that in ther
haste, om= of 1the leams ahead
of them had jomped in the
wiong cance and headed for
ihe open seas. The camoeless
team was less than impressed.

Bul who could fuil 10 be
impressed by the two sirapping
lads  from  Woodvale wha
donned  prass  skirts  oamd
warpaint for thelr sojourn on
the water. Dorian Moro and
Paal Wan Heurck made quile a
splash in their iribal get-up.

Last but mot least, the infa-
mos 'Hpri-n!' s, made even
more infamous by a couple of
scuba-equipped “sharks' (com-
p|L‘1|: with fina} who booked
umcannily like lan Gale and
George Watson from Maorine
ind Creastal District,

While the endurance swim-
mers muottered under their
breath, the sprinters hil the
water kicking and were soon
hended for the finish line.

The team that came oul
on top, Forest Management
Branch from Manjimup, must
surely rank up there with the
best i have tackled the Big
Brook Relay.

Thiz i= the zecond year FMB
has emerged trivmphant, but
team  spokesperson  Alan
Seymour has msted Big Brook
success (oo mes.

He insists that FMB wasn't
expecting 0 win in 1998 and
half way through the event you
woull have believed il—the
team was running ninth!

Jim Ce{'img aoeepIs r.fle De.lﬂm' Ahﬂrﬂ in .'FM rmi.lrmlran' ey, ol hﬂ-‘mﬂ"qﬂ:ls e qfrm'f rduim
{left to ight) Janme Liddelow, Aloma Ciremr, So Wirllooe, Deaane Peamber and Kariry Hiorhek,
Timr Brewr war presiwmably bidieg when thic phoio was faken.

Seasoned competitors Greg
Strelein, Mike Buckton ond
Richard Ford from Bunbiry,
David Anderson, Matasha Oke
and Alan from Manjirup, were
joined by lan Moeore, also from
Manjimup, in the winning
leam.

The prize for persisience
goes o Alan Sands, who was m
the second-placed 'Destroyers’
from Perth District/Regional
Parks. Alan hes come second or
third in every one of the 1] Big
Broak Relays he has adended.

Despite the heariache, he
plans to be back again next
year. And he repors that the
cross-cil gets easier the second
time around (especially with a
good saw, and someane who 1
fit on the other end of it)

Coming m third were the

Cope Crusaders foom Margarel
River and Bussclion. Team
spokesperson Glenn Willmwott
admited that the Crusaders did
train a bit before the event.

They even organised n conoe
& month in advance, rather than
the night befone, which s usu.
ally the case.

The Cape Crussders smd
they'd be back for Big Brook
49, and they called on everyone
in CALM to suppon the event:

“The folks down in
Pemberton do @ great job of
orgonising the day, and it
wouild be nice o see them get-
ting more support. What abowt
a weam from the AWUT said
Glenn.

OF course, there’s a special
place in the hearis of all
who  aftend Eig Brook far

the tenem that brings up the rear.
This year it was n crew of
amimil researchers, dieback
interpreters, and & districi
officer hailing from Manji-
maup, Bunbury and Dwellingup.
But perhaps they could be
forgiven for feeling o hittle
hard-done by, since theirs
was the mysterious vanishing
canoe! Team spokesperson
Deanne Pember says they' 1l ba
hack mext year—ior revenge.
Thanks go fo Rod Anmnear,
Dave Meehan and (ihe
Pemberton staff and crews for
all the work they put into
organising the doy and prepar-
ing the course
Next year they're hoping for
an  even bigger turnoul
“Especially from Walpole and
Blackvwaood Districts!™ snid Rad.
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