Mandurah office open

CALM  has  opened
a mew shopfront in
Mandurah.
Environment Minister
“heryl BEdwardes, who
Meially  opened the
office, sapd the Facility
would become an impos-
tand comact poind for resi-
dents and visitors alike,
whio wanted 10 know more
about the natural anrac-
tiong snd CALM's initia-
tives in the Peel region,
Mrs Edwardes said
CALM undertook a highly
diverse and integrated
range of activities on a
day-to-day basis.
However, the Deparl-
ment’s role was becoming
increasingly  integrated
imo urban areas such as
Mandurah and throwghout
the metropolitan  area,
as the  Government
implemented a number of
environmental  initintives
such as the Regional Parks
Policy and the Wetlands
Conservation Policy.
“The Pecl is the fostest-
erowing region in the
ale, with Manduroh
now the biggest wrbon
centre outside Perth,” Mrs
Edwardes siid.

“The Inner Peel Struct-
ure Plan will recognise
the pressures that such
rapid expansion is placing
on the natural environ-
ment,

"One of the major
aspects of the report will
be the identification of
substantial  areas  that
should be sel aside for
congervation purposes.

“The reservalion of
these areas will mean
thar CALM and the Peel
community will have a
much closer relationship
as they work together on
issues such ms monage-
ment  plans and other
slrutegies (o mesl  the
needs and aspirations of
the local people.”

Mirs Edwandes said
CALM had o leng and
close involvement in the
region, particularly in the
forested  hinterland — and
abomg the coast in areas sach
as Yalgorup Natiomal Park.

“Diwellingup, for exam-
ple, is not only n district
headgquarters, it is also an
impanan bise for CALMs
Science and Information
[vision, particulasly the
Department’s  work  on

dicback. More recently, the
Drivision’s CAperation
Foxplove Eam has been
relocated to the cemtre.

“Foxglove is & joint
effort between CALM and
Aleoa of Australia that is
part of our Stote-wide
Western Shield progmm to
restore nature's balance by
comrolling lerl predators
amd reitroducing species
of mative animals teat once
pocurred in abundance, but
have been pushed 1o the
brink by the ravages of the
T amed feral cat.

“But initialives such ns
Foxglove ond  Western
Shield are more than con-
servalion mensunes, They
are Inextricably linked with
the development of region-
al Western Ausiralia, par-
ticularly indostries such as
mature-bnsed lourkem."

Mrs Edwardes said the
Peel region was also
renowmed for aliractions in
the hinterlend. One of
these was the Forest
Heritage Centre  and
School of Wood in Dwel-
hngup.

Ouber features inchuded
the Lane Poole Conser-
vation Park, the former
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Prisoner of War camp
ot Marminup and the nemer-
ous nmational parks  and
natune reserves along the
Swan coastul plain and in
the Darling Range.

“Consequently,
CALM's new Mandursh
office will be an imponant
contact poinl whers resi-
dents and visilors alike can
gain information on o wide

mnge of CALM conserva-
tion programs and attroc-
tions such es the foresis,
nakiomid parks and other con-
servation areas,” she said,
The office, at Lot 31

Pinjarra Road, offers a
range of CALM books,
maps ond other publica-
tions, as well as providing
the public with access o
CALM staff and expertise,
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