DICK Perry first saw
Gnangara as a young
forester in 1925, arriving
in 0 horse drawn salky.

His recent visil was an
casy car drive through the
suburhs, past the pine
planiation he helped io
establish, w the official
opening of Perry Island,

The artificial island is
part of the public open
space ol Elienbrook, a res-
identinl development next
to the Gnangam planta-
tion. The island was
named after Dick as o trib-
ute o his  plonesring
work, which ks explained
on a sedles of information
pancls on the island.

Douglas Humphry
Perry was bomn in 1902 in
Sussex, England, and emi-
grated in Australia with
his famaly in 1912,

He left school ar 14,
determined to be a farmes,
but his mother persuaded
him to apply for the first
npprenticeships advertised
by the Woods and Foreses
Department.

It was not only oultdoor
work, but unlike most
apprenticeships, it paid a
wage: ten shillings for a
48 hour week, plus study
time, aond a weekly
aliowance of 12 shillings
and six pence.

‘ by Caris Ballsy' |

Dick Perry in 1922

Dick and Jack Thomson
becuie the Department’s
firsa apprentices and start-
ed work in 1917 at the tree
nursery in Hamel, south of
Pinjarrn. Both men spent
their entire working lives
with the Foresls
Department.

Dick's career stretched
moee than 50 veoars, dur-
ing which time he worked
on & greal variety of pro-
jects, from surveying
native forests on horse-
buck 1o stabilising the
sangd dunes at
Swanboume,

Most significant of all
was hig work on maritime
pime, or Pl pinasier,
which began in the 1920s,

The first pine secdlings

grown at the ‘remote”
Gnangara nursery  fumed
bright yellow and wouldn’t
o,

A missing Tungues was
responsible. one ihat belps
roots 10 take up notrients
from the soil. The
Gnangara nursery  was
growing healthy pines by
1929, but they still grew
slowly in the plamtation.

The Forests Department
requigitioned half a won of
superphosphate and a
guarter of a wa of blood
and bone o use for trials
—a novel request rejected
by Treasury officials, hor-
rified ot the thought of
having 1o fertilise whaole
pliniations.

Treasury finally relentsd
amd 10 everyone's nelief,
the pines grew much bel-
fer. but only needed to be
lertilised on planting and
then ahout every seven
years afterwards,

In 1957,  Forests
Department scientist Dr
Eric Hopkins began a iree-
breeding program o pro-
duce pines with more use-
able timber, betler suiled
I WA comditions,

There was a shnrl:nue of
suitable parent trees grow-
Ing in Wi, 50 in 1963, the
Department sent Dick 1o
Porugal to collect cut-

Forest ploneer honoured

Fanidly and Execieive Director Syd Shea jotned Dick ar the official apening of Perry Island, From lefi 1o right:
Jahn MeMahor (son-in-law), Dr Syd SThea, Peter Keynes (grandson), Dick Perry, Krvstal Keynes (grear grond
daughier] and Nancy McMahon (daughter). Photo by Clayton Sanders,

ungs, pollen and seed.

He and his wife went o
the Forest of Leinia, ongi-
nmally planted by noyal
decres in the 13005 and the
source of the best perform-
ing maritime pine in WA,

The Perrys walked the
forest for two years and
finally identified 85 troes

that were taller, straighier

and had less defects than
their neighbours. They
estimated that they looked
at 250,000 wrees for each
one they finally selected
The bes! irees weare [l
tographed and then had 1o
be climbed—about five
times in all to ke differ-
cnl measurements and o
collect samples o send

back o WA. Hundreds of
buds were collecied, some

of them from 130 feet
above the ground
By the 1990s, the

descendants  of  these
clomes were T0 per cent
mare productive than the
original trees grown ot
Gnangara, a figure CALM
scientists  expect  fo

improve on ns the mar-
itime pine breeding pro-
gram contines,

In 1991, Dack receved
Membership of the Onder
of Anstralia for his contri-
bution to forestry and
entomology. In 1995, he
wis made an Honorary
Member of the Institoie of
Foresiers of Australin.







	080038-1998.01
	FastFoto_0018_a

