-WA'’s fauna conservation gets ‘thumbs up’ -

WESTERN AUSTRALIA is
leading the pation in native
animal conservation accord-
ing to world-renowned envi-
ronmaentalist Vincent Serventy,
sometimes called the “father
of comservation in Australia’,

Returming o WA's shores
recently for a shorl visit, Mr
Servenly was “pleasontly sur-
prised” and “extremely pleased’
with his home State’s drive o
restore its matural biodiversity,
particularly its relentbess fight
Tor waldlife recovery,

‘With more than 50 years
spent in environmenial work
and, numercus national and
Imernational conservation
awards amd achievemeéns,
imcluding a Member of the
Jrder of Australia, e i8 mone
than n worihy assessar,

This long-serving President
of the Wildhfe Pressrvation
Society’s  enthusiazsm  for
CALM's wildlife recovery pro-
grum Western Shield, and s
semi-arid  zome component
Project Eden, conmet be under-
estimated.

His whirlwinegd visit 1o WA,
saw him toke in o tightly sched-
ubed three-day wour of the mag-
nificent mutural altractions in
the  World  Heritage-listed

| Shark Bay, i particular the
launa conservalion work being
done at Peron Peninsula under
Prajecr Eden. What he found
anad saw was beyond his expec-
Tions.

“It wos exciting o see thas
work,” he said. “Everything
W5 a5 gl:urJ. s the Inerature
and articles said.”

*“I's an excellent project run
by very dedicated people who
=g a mange of ingenious meth-

4 bo comro] feral animals,

“The trapping runs, animal
releases and breeding programs
for hare wallabics and boodies
on the peninsula are quile
impressive.

“What staggered me most
was the project's erndication of
predators. They got rid of goats,
rabbits and foxes and built a
fence 1o stop them lrom coming
hack onto the peninsala.

Barking dog device

“They use this morvelows
harking dog device over the
grid-waoy near the entry to the
lemce.

“What excited me mosl was
the research into controlling
feral cats. You can control
lomes bul cats have been much
hamder,

“I"'m exccived about this work
as caly are much more choosy
over baits."

“The whale thing is very
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impresarve, including the way
they (CALM) manage the dol-
phins nt Monkey Min,” be said,

“The area now has so many
eco=tourism altractions, which
is the way o go.

“1 understand tourists are
staying longer in the urea now
10 view the native wildlife con-
servation methods,

“I reenember 50 years ago,
there was only one pub and a
cougle of shops, now the place
has almost everything conceiy-
ahle—resors, restauwrants and
shops.”

Mr Serventy snid the
Western Shield project was
‘massive’, and a5 a West
Australian-born, he was prood
that WA was leading the nation

“Mew South Wales has
begun 1o implement an Eastern
Shield praject based om
CALM's Werrern Shield.

“"Although the Western
Kivield Prnjncl 1% EXPEnNSIVE-—
around  the million dollar
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Above: A tourist feeds a dolphin at Monkey Mia, while world-renovwned raturaliss Vincenr Serveniy fooks on

Photos by Kerry Berrington, couresy Sunday Times

mark—it’s well reecived and
meedid,” b said,

“It's the way o go—gel
everyone involved including
private amfholklers—everyons
should go green.”

Mr Serveniy's desire to
achieve this and showense
CALM's wildlife recovery ini-
tintives has made him deter-
mined for CALM 1o play a sig-
nificant role in the Wildlife
Preservation Society's Earth
2000 conference in Sydney.

Orgunised 10 stimuolae
wiorldwile mileresl in conséry-
ing wildlife, Mr Serventy
believes this major inbernational
conference in Sydney will pro-
wide n conservation blsepring
for the first years of the new
millenium

As organises of the confer-
ence, he has invited CALM 1o
parlicipate and allocated the
opening day for it to display
und explain ite Werterm Shield
project,

“CALMs work on contnol-
ling feral animals is recognised
in many parts of the warld and

we hope from this conference
otlser States will be encouraged
o follow swit.”

Talking with, and listening to
Mr Serventy about his long-
time dedication and love for
the natural bushland of
Ausiralin, people Feel his
excitement and enthusiasm in
working to  bang native ani-
mals back from the beink of
extinction.

His commitment continues
undiminished,

It is as inbense os it was fony
years ago, when he tirebessly
fought 10 protect his favourite
mative andmal the nombat by
campaigning against bauxite
mining in Dryandra, in the
Wheathell negion,

His unrelening letter-writ-
ing, lobbying and published
book ‘Dryandm’ helped create
Dryundm Mature Reserve, one
of the only places in WA today
where people can view num-
bats in the wild.

With mose than 60 books
published on wildlife, the envi-
ronmeenl and conservation, and

with his significant contribu-
ton to environmenial edoca-

fion, CALM is indeed fortunate
1o have this important nalural-
ist support and recognise the
innovative conscrvation work
being done in WA,

As Mr Serventy recently
staled in a national article,

“Buccess is seldom easily won”

U1 enjoy o fghi—you win,
youl lose, you regroup and fight
agnin.”

With this fighter on WA's side
in the war against foxes and
fernl cails, we can be sure makive
mammals will be alive and in
abumdance well imo the futre,
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