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CALM Officer Alan Danks shows Hon Cheryl Edwardes how to hold a noisy scrub bird at the 150th release of the threatened species in the Darling Scarp.
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Maritime pines extension

Left to right Collie MLA Hilda Turnbull, ‘Tognella’ farm owner John South, Hon Cheryl Edwardes MLA, Hon

CALM'’s maritime pines
project has been extend-
ed into the south-west to
help tackle the region’s
salinity problem.

This is part of CALM’s
plan to establish, in part-
nership with farmers and
other landowners,

Bob Wiese MLA and Dr Syd Shea. Photo by Nigel Higgs

150,000 hectares of mar-
itime pines over the next
10 years, with the aim of
increasing these plantings
to 800,000 hectares over
30 years.

The extension, run by
CALM Sharefarms
Lower West, takes in an

area from Harvey to
Albany Highway in the
north and south to

Kojonup and the Tone and
Frankland Rivers catch-
ments.

The 10-year target is
for 30,000 hectares of
maritime pines to be inte-

grated into existing farm
operations.

Mrs Edwardes launched
the project at a ceremonial
tree planting on John and
Tracey South’s farm
‘Tognella’ south-east of
Darkan.
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New home
for woylies

JULY saw sixty woylies
from Dryandra wood-
land reintroduced into
Peron Peninsula as part
of Project Eden.

This was the second
reintroduction of woylies
to the peninsula within the
year and another signifi-
cant step towards reach-
ing the project’s aim of re-
establishing populations
of native animals in Shark
Bay.

The reintroductions fol-
low more than four years
of introduced predator
control operations on the
105,000-hectare  Peron
Peninsula.

The woylie was select-
ed for reintroduction fol-
lowing its removal from
the [UCN Red List of
Threatened Species in
1997.

It is a good indicator
species—as its adaptation
to the peninsula indicates
the potential of Peron’s
ecosystem to sustain other
mammals.

[ by Mitzi Vance

It is proposed to
reintroduce captive-bred
bilbies, western barred
bandicoots, malas and
banded hare wallabies,
once populations numbers
of these threatened
species have increased.

The successful translo-
cation of the woylies was
due to the hard work of a
number of CALM staff
who trapped the animals
at Dryandra and then
drove them to Peron for
release.

These included CALM-
Science  staff  Keith
Morris, Peter Spelde-
winde and Brent Johnson.
Project Eden staff Colleen
Simms and Brad Barton,
Wildlife Branch’s Peter
Orell and  Narrogin
District  staff  Brian
McMahon, Brett Beec-
ham, Clare Anthony,
Howard Robinson and
Martin Clarke.
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21ST
Bush
Book

out

BUSH Books, CALM’s
innovative, pocket-sized
field guides to the
State’s natural wonders,
have turned 21—titles,
that is.

Bush Books have also
become one of the State’s
publishing success stories
with more than 80,000
copies sold since they
were released just two-
and-a-half years ago.

CALM Executive
Director Dr Syd Shea said
success of the series
reflected the growing
interest in the State’s
native flora, fauna and
landforms.

“One of the underlying
philosophies behind Bush
Books was that people
were more likely to sup-
port conservation mea-
sures if they understood
just what it was we want
to conserve,” he said.

“So by stimulating
people’s understanding,
Bush Books, like LAND-
SCOPE and other CALM
publications, are making
an invaluable contribu-
tion to CALM'’s conser-
vation work.”

Dr Shea said although
there were several excel-
lent field guides to WA’s
flora and fauna, most
were too technical for the
layperson or not easily
available.

“Bush Books combine
scientific accuracy with
easy to understand writ-
ing, and are available
throughout WA.”

In  Perth recently,
Environment  Minister
Cheryl Edwardes cele-
brated Bush Books’ 21st’
at a function attended by
representatives of the
book trade.

She launched the 21st
title—Bugs in  your
Backyard.

“This title is particular-
ly apt as even the bugs in
suburbia are part of the
ecosystems that make up
our wonderful environ-
ment and well worth
understanding and con-
serving, even if some of
them bite!” Mrs Edwardes
said.

continued page 2

Avimans 1000 1
























