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Weekends see him spruced 
up in his goal umpire whites, 
flags and all. He's umpired 
more than 180 Peel Football 
games, been awarded the Peel 
Goal Umpire of the year for the 
last three seasons and been 
asked to umpire the past three 
grand final matches for the 
regional competition. 

John has recently stepped up 
a rung to do a number of 
WAFL matches and has conse
quently had his adjudications 
broadcast on TV. 

"It's important that a goal 
umpire is not a personality, 
we're there to do our job, to 
call it as we see it . .. but you 
.can make them wait a bit 
before you signal," John says. 

John attends the weekly 
umpire training sessions in 
Perth, where he gets to rub 
shoulders with the AFL 
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"An overseer's position is a sky's his limit and he's only 47. 

Left to right: Val Crowley and Lyn White from the West Arthur Regional Herbarium 
working with Thelma Palmer, Volunteer from the Community Regional Herbarium 

Volunteer Program. Photo by Fang Chang Sha 

Wildflower workshop a winner 
THE opportunity to learn 
the skills of using a 
'dichotomous key' to 
identify our flora was 
grasped with enthusiasm by 
Regional Herbarium 
Volunteers. 

In mid-October the 
Community 
Herbarium 

Regional 
Volunteer 

Program hosted a two-day 
workshop at the WA 
Herbarium. Twenty-five par
ticipants from as far afield as 
Darkan, Narembeen and 
Geraldton and as close as 

by Jan Gathe 

Cockburn and Bennett Brook 
worked hard to identify 50 
different native plants. 

To do this they had to mas
ter the use of the dissecting 
microscope, learn all about 
flower structure and over
come the intricacies of the 
dreaded dichotomous key. 
They were ably assisted in 
these tasks by 11 WA 
Herbarium Volunteers who 
work in the Community 

Regional Herbarium 
Volunteer Program. 

The 22 volunteers in this 
program have identified more 
than 8000 plant specimens in 
the past three years so they 
were well-qualified to pass on 
their knowledge and experi
ence. 

Because of the interest 
in this workshop, a third day 
was scheduled and this 
enabled other country partici
pants as well as other WA 
Herbarium volunteers to hone 
their skills. 

Plant Identification workshop in full swing. Photo by Fang Chang Sha 
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John Chapman (right) with fellow Peel Football League grand final Umpire. Photo by 
Geoffrey Hayes 

Gill takes top interpretation award 
CALM's Visitor Interpre
tation Services Section has 
been honoured with an 
award from the Interpre
tation Australia Association 
(IAA)-for the second year 
in a row. 

This year Gil Field, CALM's 
Senior Interpretation Officer, 
was presented with the inaugur
al Georgie Waterman Award at 
the recent IAA Conference held 
in Hobart, Tasmania. Last year 
it was the Interpretive Media 
award for 'Stumpy Interprets 
the Stromatolites'. 

The Georgie Waterman 
Award is named after the first 
field-based interpretation officer 
employed by Victoria's National 
Parks Service in the 1970s. 

Georgie Waterman's enthu
siasm and commitment to pre
senting natural and cultural 
heritage was an inspiration to 
visitors and to other inter
preters she trained and devel
oped over two decades. 

The Award is peer nominat
ed and judged and not neces
sarily presented every year. 

\ by Karen Shaddock J 

Gil has worked with nature 
conservation agencies in three 
states of Australia for more 
than 20 years. For the past 13 
he has been CALM's Senior 
Interpretation Officer in the 
Parks, Recreation, Planning 
and Tourism Division. 

Gil is actively involved in 
producing interpretive training 
materials and programs for 
conservation, education and 
tourism industries, including 
the nationaliy accredited 
Designing Interpretive 
Activities Workshop. He also 
lectures at the University of 
Notre Dame Australia in 
Ecotourism and Heritage Inter
pretation. 

The Designing Interpretive 
Activities Workshop, designed 
and presented by Gil, has given 
helped more than a hundred 
CALM staff in presenting 
interpretive activities. 

The workshop is a signifi
cant part of the Ecotourism and 

Heritage Interpretation unit at 
the University of Notre Dame. 
It is nationally accredited by 
the Tourism and Travel Review 
Panel as meeting a number 
of national tourism industry 
competency standards in plan
ning and designing of interpre
tive activities. 

As the organisation which 
employs the inaugural winner, 
CALM has offered the primary 
sponsorship of a training pro
gram in WA. With the year 
2000 being the centenary of 
National Parks in WA, the 
desire is to focus on John 
Forrest National Park in T' 
Hills Forest, east of Perth . 

It is proposed to offer a pro
gram of workshop modules 
from various 'training 
providers ' across the suite of 
interpretive communication 
media and personally guided 
activities. 

The workshop will be 
offered to IAA member, pro
fessional associates and col
leagues in conservation, educa
tion and tourism industries. 

Gil Field with the Georgie Waterman Award. Photo by David Gough 


