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Greenhouse experts 
meet in Perth 

AN international high-level 
forum on greenhouse sinks, 
attended by nearly 100 
senior representatives from 
28 countries, was held 
recently in Perth. 

The forum provided partici­
pants with an opportunity to 
discuss a range of issues, in 
preparation for more formal 
negotia:tions later this year, 
when the aimual conference of · 
the parties to the United 
Nations Framework Conven­
tion on Climate Change will 

· meet in the Hague. 
One of the issues to be dis­

cussed at this annual confer­
ence will be greenhouse sinks. 

The forum was convened by 
the Federal Minister for the 
Environment, Senator Robert 
Hill, and co-ordinated locally 
by Paul Biggs, policy adviser 
with the Office of the Minister 
for Forest Products . 

crops in agricultural areas that 
are so vital for addressing 
salinity, erosion . and other 
land degradation issues," Paul 
said. 

Together with officers from 
Agriculture WA, the Depart­
ment of Environmental Pro­
tection, and Western Power, 
CALM, hosted a field trip to 
Wandering and Narrogin, 
demonstrating maritime pine 
and oil_ mallee plantations. 

CALM Sharefarms Midwest 
area co-ordinator David Gilille 
and Fann Forestry Unit man­
ager John Bartle highlighted 
the concepts of sharefarming 
and integration with agricul­
ture, along with the environ­
mental issues being faced in 
the region._ 

Bill Coad (Perth voluntee,), Chris Hollister (Perth voluntee1), Geoff Brand (Se,pentine-Jarrahdale Regional Herbariwn) and Jan 
Ga the (Project Co~ordinatOJ) examine some of the plant specimens collected and processed by the Community Regional Herbaria 

Volunteer Project members. Photo by Verna Costello 

!_>au! said that the discus­
sions were vital · to Western 
Australia 's plantation and fann 
forestry program. 

The field trip gave delegates 
from overseas a first-hand per­
spective of revegetation in our 
agricultural landscapes, w\lich 
may be very different from 
those in their own countries. 

Note: Details of CALM's 
plantations and tree farms as 
well as carbon sequestration 
can be found at http://www . 
calm.wa.gov.au/projects/plan­
tations_splash.html 

Herbarium celebrates a milestone 
"The potential revenue for 

greenhouse sinks could pro­
. vide the breakthrough in the 

funding of the large-scale tree 

A SPECIAL event was cele- I I 
brated recently at the CALM . by Jan Gathe 
Herbarium in Kensington. 

During the four years it has 
run, the Community Regional 
Herbaria Volunteer Project has 
contributed 10,000 plant speci­
mens to the State Research 
Collection housed in the 
CALM Herbarium. 

The specimens represent an 
equal total of duplicate speci­
mens in the various regional 
herbaria. 

This innovative program 
now has more than 80 commu­
nity groups · that collect, press 
and maintain herbaria of their 
local plants . 

Working with them are 2_5 of 
CALM's Kensington Herb-

arium volunteers who identify 
the plant specimens and help i11 
the processes needed to incor­
porate them into the CALM 
Herbarium records. 

All of the information 
included with the specimens 
is added to the CALM 
Herbarium 's large database, 
and is available through the 
FloraBase website, a vital tool 
in the conservation of the 
State's unique plants. 

Included in the I 0,000 spec­
imens were: 
• many that extended the 

known range of the species 
• priority species 

• declared rare flora species 
• species thought to be extinct 

species that had been collect­
ed only once or twice before 

• new species that had not been 
named or described before. 
Members of the Community 

Regional Herbaria Volunteer 
Project are, therefore, adding 
significantly to the dissemina­
tion of knowledge about our 
native plants. 
· The people who had been 

involved in the Community 
Regional Herbaria Volunteer 
Project from its inception in 
1996 were invited to morning 
tea at the Herbarium. Some of 
those able to attend were 
• John Holley (Natural 

Heritage Trust) 

Acronyms - clear as mud! 
PERHAPS ACRONYM is in 
itself an acronym meaning 
"A Cynical Review Of 
Nothing You've Missed" 

Of course the REAL motive 
for creating and using an 
acronym is a worthy one- as a 
form of technical shorthand­
but if the message · is misse_d, 
then what's the point? 

But let's not be too negative 
about acronyms. Some people 
enjoy them as a bit of a 
challenge, so those readers 
who do might like to sink 

by Richard 
Tomlinson 

their mental teeth into the fol­
lowing: 

Australia has adopted a new 
national reference system. It is 
called the Geocentric Datum of 
Australia, 19941 which abbre­
viates to GDA' 94. 

It will replace both 
Australian Geodetic Datun1, 
1966 or 1984, AGD ' 66 or 
AGD'84, respectively (Well, 

Richard Tomlinson on a·search and destroy mission to 
eradicate acronyms ji-om maps. Photo by Verna Costello 
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it's one or · the other). OK so 
far? 

Part of both systems is a 
'reference ellipsoid'-and for 
AGD'66/ '84, it is the 
Australian National Spheroid 
-ANS. For GDA'94, it is the 
Geodetic Reference System, 
1980 (GRS80). 

Both systems are defined in 
curvilinear co-ordinates-lati­
tude and longitude expressed 
in degrees, minutes and sec­
onds of arc. 

Most applications we use 
call for rectangular co-ordi­
nates expressed as eastings and 
northings in units of metres. 

Today, this means that 
AGD'84 latitude/longitude 
values · are projected, using 
the Universal Transverse 
Mercator (UTM) projection, 
based on the ANS, yielding . 
Australian Map Grid (AMG) 
co-ordinates. 

In the proposed system, 
GDA'94 latitude/longitude val­
ues are projected, using the 
same UTM projection, based 
on the GRS80, but CALM will 
get Map Grid of Australia 
(MGA) co-ordinates. 

So, AGD'84 goes to 
GDA'94, ANS goes to GRS80 
and AMG goes to MGA. · 

Now that was quite clear and 
straight-forward, wasn't it? 

There'll be another lesson in 
UC (Un-Confusion) in the 
next issue of CALMNEWS. 

OMDB! (Over My Dead 
Body!) Editor. 

• Beth Hughes (Greening 
Australia WA) · 
Joanna Seabrook (Greening 
Australia WA Foundation 
Board Member) 

• Dr Steve Hopper (Kings 
_Park and Botanic Gardens) 

• Leigh Sage (original · co­
ordinator of the project) 

• Dr Ken Atkins (Principal 
Botanist, CALM Wildlife 
Conservation Section 

• CALM 's Perth Herbarium -
volunteers 

• Regional Herbarium repre­
sentatives 
CALM Executive Director 

Wally Cox also attended and 
met many of the volunteers, 
examples of whose excellent 
work were on display. 

Caption correction 
THE caption below the pho­
tograph of the first recipients 
of the June Craig Trust 

· Award on page 1, March­
April 2000 issue of CALM 
NEWS listed Tracey Rankin 
(far right) as Donna Green. 
(Donna, unfortunately, was 
unable to be present.) Jay 
Gimboso should have read 
Jay Gomboso. 

Also, in the "Trust Awardees 
meet their patron" article on 
page 2, (2nd column from 
right), Mrs Craig was shown as 
" ... Chairwoman of Penrhos 
Ladies College". This should 

have read " . . . Chairwoman of 
Presbyterian La(lies College." 

The other Charlie and the Royals 
CALM South West Capes senior operations officer Charlie Broadbent is up there with the 
professionals when it comes to designing and carving beautifully crafted works of art from 
South West timbers. 

His talent was recognised recently when he was commissioned to make sixjarrah centrepieces 
for the table at which the Queen and the Duke of Edinburgh sat during a luncheon held in their 
honour at Busselton. 

Each piece illustrated a kangaroo paw. 
Charlie also created a Grecian urn carved from a grasstree (or balga tree), and decorated with 

braided leather, for an exhibition of local arts and crafts to mark the occasion of the royal visit. 
Now all we want to know is what happened to the centrepieces after the luncheon. Thrown out 

with the breadcrumbs? Surely not! Photo courtesy Busse/ton Dunsborough Mail 


