Fire officers come home with honours

SEVEN ol our FArefighiers
returned to Perth aflter more than
five weeks of ardoous work tock-
ling some of the United States’
bipirest Torest fives.,
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Fire officers come home with honours cont’d

THE men were part of an
ﬂ]-.-l’.nmz Ausirmlimm amd
Mew FZealand contingent
which spent live weeks
managing the worst US
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il e manth

farest fires in 50 yvears,
Uncontridbed Fires rugcl.i
across 13 US states, bumt
mare than 2.7
hectares of forests, hun-
dreds of bames and killed
1 firefighters—some-
thing thalt Premier Court
sabil should semd o power-
Tul message 1o WA people.
Our men were based in
one of the worsi-hit ancas
m I11.l||.|:ll wesl
{the other areas heing
ldaho  and Wyoming)
fighting [res staned most-
Iy by lighiming. The fires
were Tanned by hot, diy
winils through steep, inac-
cemible mountains within

forest which hadn't been
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burmt in meore than 100
years. The Mol damage
hill is estimated o be bil-
lions of U5 dallars.

Their effon was parl of
am snlemational hrefight
ing foree from the US,
Canata, Mexico, Auwtralia
and Mew Fealand sasem-
hled b conbrod the fires.

The WA team membsers
held senior positions with
the Incudent Coniral
System  incloding con-
troller, planner, liaison
officers. e behaviour
unalysts and twalical, divi-
slonal and incidenl com-
manders,

Enviromment  Minisier

Mrs Edwardes said o hig

wode of thanks went w the
Families and [mends who
supported our men on
their tour of disty,

She snid people ofien
Torgol  that  CALMfire
officers were the ones
who regularly gave up
their  holidays, Tamly
Christmas  dinners  amd
MNew Year's eves to pro-
tect the WA community
Fromm wildlires,

This year CALM plons
lo carry oul prescribed
bums 10 more than
W ke neross the sisle
this  year— 2000 (Kha  of
south-west  forests  and
IO GO00Ra v the Sourh
Coast, Mid West and

Kimberdey regions.

Mirs Edwardes
neknowl|edged the
“remendous  dedication”
shown by our people.

“They put ihear Bives on
the lime ond showed the
world that m Auwssiralig,
frefighting is mose than
Just a job,” she said,
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