NPNCA retires with proud record of achievements

THE National Parks and
Mature Conservation Auth-
ority is no more!

It has been disbanded and
replaced with the Conservation
Commission (see page 1).

The Mational Parks and
Mawre Conservation Authorily
(MPMNCA) was responsible lor
developing policies to preserve
the environment, provide visi-
lor access and promole appre-
ciation and awareness of fora,
fauna and the natural environ-
ment,

Areas vested in the NPNCA
included national parks, con-
servation parks, nature reserves
and some miscellaneous con-
SErValion reserves,

Al the NPNCA's final meet-
ing on Friday October 13,
Environment Minister Cheryl
Edwardes thanked members for
their dedication and the sound
advice they provided to succes-
sive Environment Ministers

Mrs Edwardes said that from
the time of its formation, fol-
lowing the Conservation and
Land Management Act, passed
in 1984, the NPNCA had
always provided apolitical
advice and enjoyed a sound
relationship with all
Environment Minisiers

“The NPNCA's suepport.
integrity and dilizgence had
resulted in the views of the
community being brought into
CALM's management equa-
tion,” Mrs Edwardes said.

“The efforts members put
into management plans and
policy advice is commendable
and highly valued.”

During the past year the
NPMCA carried oul a number
of field inspections, visiting the
lilbadii, Dundas, Souih
Encabba, Bodallin and Lake
Campion Nature Reserves and
the Walpole Nomalup Mational
Park.

by Sue McKenna ‘

The NPNCA was also in
charge of approving CALM's
plans 0 recover endangered
fauna or vulnerable species of
flora. Recovery plans are now
in place for the western swamp
torioise, the chuditch and Lake
Toolibin.

During s hifetime  the
NPNCA made poliey and
position statements on many
issues. Between 1989 and
1994 policy statements were
produced on the wilderness,
Aboriginal  involvement in
national parks and nature con-
servation, mosguito control,

drainage and basic raw materi-
als,

Between 1993 and 1996 the
NPMNCA issued position slate-
ments aboul mining in national
parks and nature reserves,
petroleum exploration and pro-
ducition in national parks and
nature reserves, petroleum
exploration and production in
marine parks and marine nature
reserves and guidelines for
Mora and fauna surveys.

The NPNCA was also
responsible  for  authorising
CALM to investigale what an
area needed in the way of con-
servation, visitor access, facili-
tics, use by commercial opera-
lors.

“There's conhidence that in
all cases the NPNCA and the
Minister for the Environment

made the correct decisions
about many issues,”  Mrs
Edwardes said.

“All this reflects positively on
the characier, compeiencies and
integrity of the members of the
NPNCA,” Mrs Edwardes said

The new Conservalion
Commision’s charter has besn
expanded to include forests, as
well as conservation parks,

national parks and nature
TESETVES,
It will advise the State

Government in a way that will
reflect the changing needs of
the communily.
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