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specimen of the climbing, purple-fTowered Traveller’s Jov clemanis. The specimens becime
the half-nriflionth flora species to be added to CALM Herbarium s collection and ity darafyase,
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Kulin farmer’s discovery

A LIFETIME love of plants
has made Kulin farmer
Dave Quicke the proad col-
lector of the WA Herb-
arium’s hall-millionth fAora
specimen. (See CALM
MNEWS March-April 2001
issue—pape L)

Spotting a purple-flowered
species of the taveller’s joy
clematis made Dave stop in
his tracks on a water supply
reserve near his 1.700-
hectare Whembelr farm.

“T'dl never seen this typs
before," he sgid of the
Movember 1999 experience.
“*There were about 3—nol
the white-Tlowered species
thit grows abundantly m the
arest but a climbing, purple-
Mowered version,™ he said.

He ook the new specimen

' by Sue M:Ken na ‘

icy the Kulin-Kondinin
Regional Herbariom, wihers
he is president.

Its details were added
the WA Herbarium's database
and the attractive plani
became sts 0 IMh speci-
men,

Drave’s love of plants has
seen him elected ns prc-:;i.dn:nl
of the local wildflower soci-
ety and working as o CALM
volunleer. He is also con-
cermed with the salinity that
threatens his farm,

The lund 15 planted with
33,000 ol mallees as part of a
CALM-State Salinity Strategry
privect that Dave expects will
INCTEAse in skoe as new planis

are lested o beal salinity amd
provide crop revenoe.

“We started planting 1n
1994 =0 the first lot will
flower this year, We're hop-
ing to process the crop at the
o1l mallee plant being cstab-
lished in Marrogin,” he said.

He set up test bores last
year 10 sce how moch water
was coming up under the oil
mallee paddocks.

“We found there was none.
Hopelully we'll be able 1o
divert any runedf into a big
creek and stop the area Mood-
ing again, so that will be
great,” he said.

Dave added he might set
up i seed orchard on o rem-
nant vegetution block that
has oil mallees. banksias,
melaleuca and scacin trees.
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