THE numibser of plants
im the Stade's natlve
Mant collection has hit
the 00,000 mark.

IF all the pressed
specimens from CALM's
Wi Herharium were lzid
aul they would cower an
arsa the size of Perth's
central city precinct—
mare than seven squane
kilomelres!

The Hesharbum's half-
milliomth specimen is an
undescribed species of
Clematias, of Traveller's
Joy, 10 be named
Clevamiiy delicara.

The attruciive clib-
img shrub with cream
and purple fMowers
grows in the Wheathelt
betwesen Wahin and
Ravensthompe and is
often mistaken for aoth-
er apecies of Traveller’s
Jow, Clemans
linearifolia, thal grows
mn ooaslal sandy districts

Stabe Environment and
Hemtage Minister, Dr
Tudy Edwards, snkd the
Stwte eolkection had o
fhora specimen for
eviery five squarne Kiko-
metres of WiA's 2.5 mil-
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lion square kilomelres.

“Sevenly new speci-
mens amd 1O gdits o
our specimen database
are adkled each week,"”
she said.

“Ini the past thiee years
14 new WA species have
heen namexd—and there
e MOy nEiee apesies 1o
be found

D Edeeards said there
Wik an evier-growing
demand for fnformation
about planis and the
environemeant, a demang
acknowledged by the
[act that the Herbarium
was Ausirilia’s most
techiologically
advancesd.

“Because of the
Herbarium's technologi-
cal prowess, WA lesls
Aungtralian herharia in
being ahde to match feld
abservations about floea
with images and other
descriptive inlformation,”
ghe said.

“We have o picture of
what plants are found
where, amd From this we

can begin (o asses what
nrens need b he protec
e

The 500,000tk speci-
men was codlected by a
CALM Regional
Herbarium Metwark
Presiden and volunseer,
farmer and wildflower
enthusiast Dave Quscke,
on the Kulin-Lake Grace
Rond

*The contribution from
the commmunily, Irom
Tarmers, From scholars
and srudents undempins
conservation and rein-
Tarces our commitment
1o the enwironment.” Dr
Edwanbs snkd

“Im the: past three
years volumteers from
CALM's regional
herbaria have contribuped
mare than 10,000 speci-
meens b the WA
Herbarium's collection.”

She said the inithl col-
lection of Wi plants was
carried oul first by bisc-
caneers such as Willlam
Dampier, followed by
wCientisls accampanying
explarers such as Baudin
and Peron, ' Entrecast-
eaux and Flinders.

“In the earky days of
sedtlement it was carried
ol by residents such as
Georginna Molloy and
James Drurmmsond . and
by sceentific visitors such
as Freiherr von Hugel,
und Lulwig Preiss,

“Their work was fol-
sl laber by that of ibe
Victoriom bowanise
Ferdinand von Musller
ursd his comrespondents
whi inchuded explorers
such as Ciibes, Foamest
ared Hefns: amd later <61l
by vrsiling scicmlists such
as Spencer Moors, Diels
andl Pritzel.” she said.

“Many of WA's nation-
al parks bear the names
of these scienlisis. From
e calser, plast coflec-
tions were made by peo-
ple of many backgrounds
lor a wide range of pur-
POREE-—aoOmic, hoti-
cultural and scientific

“Botamy has always
held a vital place in our
soclery, and that knowl-
alge nrplqnls. ECOIEY 5
lems ardd the ervimon-
ment is somelhing of
which to be proud,” Dr
Edwands said

—— Traveller’s joy reaches 500,000 ——
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Bodamizt Mike Higlop (reated) veriftes Clemuntis deficota. as ploat colleciony
mmanager Chimg Sho Fang amd dotebase manager Sue Caroll [ook on
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