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Wind your way along Rainbow Trai l  .
through the 7,750 acres of  lush, green
Big Brook forest .  .  .  stopping on the way
at Karr i  Oak, or the Arboretum picnac
spol.
Enjoy a pleasant strol l  through the
towering young trees or a v igorous
hike fol lowing the footsteps of  our
pioneer t imbermen and toresters.  The
trai l  commences just  one mi le west of
Pemberton. near the Trout Hatcher ies.
Big Brook State Forest consists almost
ent i rely of  karr i  regrowth stands.
Durrng the years from 1920 to 1928, a
number of  old wood-burning steam
locomotives were emoloved on "bush

tramways" through this forest,  haul ing
giant karr i  logs to the State Sawmil l  at
Pemberton. Part  of  the format ion for
this t ramway was converted into what
is now the Rainbow Trai l ,  and other
parts into the Tramway Trai l  which runs
north through Big Brook forest to
Channybearup  Road
Fol lowing fel l ing operat ions, the forest
area was regenerated in the summer of
1929-30. Karr i  seed germinated soon
after the f i rst  rains in autumn in 1930,
and grew into the 150 f t .  ta l l  regrowth
stands vou can see todav.
This forest is st i l l  c lassed as immature.
Careful  tending, protect ion from wi ld-
f i re and control led burning wi l l  be
required over the next 80 years,  when
the cycle of  cutt ing and regenerat ing
w i l l  beg  i n  aga in .
Karr i ,  together with the mountain ash
of Victor ia and Tasmania, is the tal lest
hardwood in the world.  Trees uo to
286 f t .  h igh with ginhs at  4 f t .  3 in.  f rom
the grou nd of 24 f t .  have been measured.
This ecl ipses in height al l  of  Perth 's
present tal l  bui ld ings and those to be
constructed in the immediate future.
Some shorter karr i  t rees with gir ths of
38 f t .  have been recorded.
The  Ra inbow T ra i l  and  o lde r  sec t i ons
of the karr i  forest are a world of  their
own . .  ta l l  young trees; giant veterans
of 700 years;  lush green fol iage; dew
spangled waterbush (net ic ) ;  f lowering
vines and plants;  and .  .  .  b i rds every-
where. ln the karr i  b lossom season
f l ights of  colourful  parakeets invade
the treetops, screeching their  heads off
a  l l  day  l ong .
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Picnlc seats and bench hewn lorh solid kaxi toqs. at Big Btoak AtborcIun

This atea at Lehoy Etook picnic spot suppoted a wheat ctop tn la65 Abandoned as a larn Butt ol an 8 ft dianeretkatu tree. Vasse Road
R a inb ow T Gil winds I ht o ugh t 1g ot ous k at ri te stowt hin 1867 rcoenelated to kari ahet a tue in 1875




