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A first class structural timber,
wandoo is best suited for Purpos€s
where strength and durabilitY are
of importance. It is used in consid€r-
able quantities for sleepers (one of
Australia's best) and is in great
demand for poles.

It is particularly suitable for floor-
ing subject to heavy wear and in
building construction where dura-
bility, strength and hard weanng
qualities are desired. Clear-finished
wandoo floors and Panelled walls
are very atfactrve.

A remarkable qualily of this tim-
ber is that, when used in conjunction
with steel. there is no chemical
action betwe€n the wood and the
metal. Bolts have been taken from
under-frames of trucks after 20 years'
use and found to be quite as clean
as when put there, while the auger
marks were still visible h the holes.

Wandoo is unusual in that it
contains a high percentage oftannin,
which is extracted by cooking the
chipped wood in large vats and
evaporating the liquors to a heavy
black viscous extract.

Natural Regeneration

The formation of the bud, fruit
and seed ofwandoo follows a similar
pattern tojarrah.

For an average season, new leaf
growth begins in January and
reaches a maximum during Feb-
ruary. In conjunction with leaf
formation, new flower buds form
in the axils of the leaves. Many of
these buds do not mature further.

Twelve months later during Feb-
ruary when the buds have fullY
developed, flowering occurs. These
flowers s6t and require a further
twelve months after flowering for
the seed to ripen. The fruit capsules
do not remain on the tree for long
after ripening.

From the first formation of the
bud it requires two years to obtain
the ripe seed which is generally shed
while the fruit is still held on the
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crown. After a ground fire a heary
fall of seed will result.

Generally seed years occur about
onc€ in every three years. Flowering
throughout the forest does occur
every year, but to a limited extent.

Present observations indicate that
under natural conditions wandoo
seed will only germinate satisfac-
torily on an ash bed.

As with jarrah, the aerial shoot
from the germinating seed of wandoo
does not grow immediately to form
one erect stem. Several shoots deve-
lop to assume a low bushy habit and
the plant enters into a resting period
during which the ligno-tuber in'
creases in diameter. Approximately
ten yean after germination the ligno-

tuber, which has grown to about
three inches in diameter, puts forth
one singl€ vigorous shoot from the
bushy advance groMh to assume
dominance and develop into a
sapling.

Due to the establishment of the
vigorous ligno-tuber below ground
level following germination, a light
fire does little damage to regene-
ration. Intensive fires, however, may
cause lack of advance groMh under
virgin wandoo forest. In areas where
there have been severe fires, a marked
effect on the soundness ofthe timber
in mature tree is apparent. Wandoo
burnt at the butt, or with a dry side,
is usually not suitable for milling.

A wandoo ( Eucalyptus wandoo./ surrounded by regeneration in the Mundaring

Forest Division, see back cover'




