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scopic organisms undetectable to the
naked eye.

Phytophthoru cinnemomi ca\ses
serious disease in many plant crops
and is widely distributed throughout
the world, including the eastern and
southern states of Australia. MoIe
than 400 plant species have been
listed as being affected, including
azaleas, camellias, peaches, plums,
avocado, pineapple, oak, cypress,
eucalypts and pines.

Avai lab le ev idence st rongly  in-
dicates that the fungus was intro-
duced into Western Australia in the
early years of this century, probably
i n  i n f e c t e d  s o i l  o n  i m p o r t e d
ball-stock.

Contro l
Photo mapping indicates that less

than 5 per cent ofthe total forest area
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From the time that timber was

exported from Westem Australia tn
the early 1800s, it ranked among the
leading primary industries of this
State. Its widely decentralised nature
has greatly assisted the development
of the south-west.

Apart from timber values alone,
the 4,500,000 acres ofdedicated State
forest assist the conservation of
water, wildlife and wildflower re-
sources and are an important recrea-
tional asset.

Iarrah (Eucalyptus me! ginqto) rs
the most important t imber species in
this State, yielding a cut with an
annua l  va lue  o f  approx imate ly
$23,000,000. This forest is threatened
by a disease caused by a micro-
scopic soil-borne fungus, Phytoph-
thora cinnamomi.

The fungus altacks the fine feeding
roots, depriving its host of access to
soil moisture and nutrients, with the
result that most under-storey specles
and finally the jarrah trees them-
se lves ,  succumb to  p ro  t rac ted
starvation.

P. cinnamomi does not attack the
stem or branches of the tree and has
no effect upon the strength or
durability of the timber.

A.[r'cc booklat da:;crihing in sitnple
terms, lhe disease, the organism res-
ponsible and the known methocls of
control, is curyently being published.
This knowledge is essentiel to all

.forest users, sawmillers, tourists and
the general public, iJ control measures
are to be fully efective.

The booklet gives information.
including colour photographs, on
recognition of the disease.

Symptoms in jarrah are thinning
of the crown and dying back of the
tree's branches. The condition be-
comes progressively more severe
until the tree succumbs. Death of the

Dieback atea neat Dwellingup. Scat-
tered blackboys may sutvive on some
slles.
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branches is merely an indication of
the damaged root system and does
not indicate the development of any
disease in the above ground parts of
the tree.

Diseased areas usually spread out-
wards slowly, however, the rate of
mov€ment can be quite variable
depending on the foresr type. site
and the season.

The fungus
Fungi ale lower forms of plant life

which obtain their food either by
parasitising l iving organisms or by
decomposing dead organic matter.
They may range in size from the
relatively large mushroom to micro-
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