


NATURAL OCCURRENCE OF

JARRAH FOREST IN W.A.

SCALE OF MILES

. NARRoGIN

. K()J(]NUP

This map shows the extent of the
naturcljarah forcst atea ptiol to clea ng
fot agticultute.

Change of
Portfol ios

Following a recent re-alloca-
tion of portfolios, the Hon. H. D
Evans is now Minister for
Forests, together with his other
portfolios of Lands, Agriculture
and Immigration.

Mr. Evans is no stranger to
forestry. As a boy he lived at
Pemberton, in the heart of the
karri country. In later Years he
returned to teach at Pemberton
for a period of l0 Years the
last five as deputy headmaster.
Subsequently Mr. Evans was
senior master, teaching English
at Manjimup Senior High School
lor five years.

He was elected Member of
the Legislative AssemblY for
Warren in 1968 when the former
Member, Mr. J. N. RowberrY,
retired.
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Above left: Lightly thinned regtowth jaffah pole stand,48
years old. Further thinning will be necessaty to achieve
optimum prcduction of quafity timbet

Above rlght; The natunl touch of ia ah tlmbet lends hatd-
weaing suength and character to this tivercide home's
batcony. (Photo couttesy of Associated Sawmillers &
Timbet Merchants )

Below teft Ja ah is a 
"natutal" fot the high qualitv

inteiot elements at the Captain's Bar and G ll, Frcmantle.
(Photo couttesy of Bunning Btos )

Below tight Solid jaffah tables and upholstered iatah
chairc give the necessaty setviceability, chatactet and
wamth to Mama Ma a's testautant, Petth. (Photo
couttesy of Bunntng Btos )
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A moclen logging machine, the tubbet tyted ttactar caffies one lattah log and

snias two behind-(above), and doubles as a loading machine (below)

F lower ing  and  seed  i ng
New fruiting buds appear in the

axils ofthe leaves ofthe new sunmer
growth in the December to March
period, and if retained, they flower

in the following November and

December. The fruits mature rn time

to shed their seed in the following
summer, two yeam after first for la-

tion of the bud.
Seed years are not regular and

heavy seeding occurs only once every

fourtosixyears. Scatteredindividuals
can be found in seed every Year, but

in a general seeding, some 25 to

50 per cent of the stand will carrY a
heavy crop.

A marked crown degradation ts

noticeable during a heavy seeding.

Copious flower bud forrnation ls at

the expense ofthe normal clop ofleaf

buds  and when o lder  lear  e .  a re  shed,

the trees are left with extremely thiD

crowns. These normally rejuvenate
dur ing  the  iummer  a f te r  seed ing .

Seed fall is brought about by the

opening of the capsules in hot drY

weather of n.id-summer. DisPeral

distarce is usually takcn as the
ground distance crluivalc1ll to the
height of the tree.

Regenera t i on
Germination occurs in the cool,

moist conditions of late MaY and

June. Although many thousands 01

seedlings may appear on each acre at

this time of the year, losses due to

insects, fungi, and drought reduce

the  numbers  b)  up  to  q5  Pcr  cent  in

the first year after germinatlon.
Mortality among the survlvors

continues for a number of Years and

a very small proportion of seedhngs
live to reach tree size.

A swelling forms at the stem base
of the young seedlings. This swelling

develops downwards as the seedling

ages and forms a hard, woodY

subterranean lump called the ligno-

tuber. The leafy shoots oi this plant

growvery slowly in lengthbut rapidly
multiply in number to form a small

bu 'h .  A l  lhe  same l ime a  Lrge .

deepl5 penet rat ing ta p root is formed
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to reduce the accumulated inflam-
mable debris.

Next comes the operation of tree
marking. Trees which are to be felled
for sawmilling are marked bY a

forest omcer who blazes the tree to be
felled with an axe, and il a nick cut

at the base, identifies the tree with his

treemarker's brand. Care is taken to
mark all trees so that when f'elled

they cause the least darnage to those
remaining.

This system allows for the removal
of mature or less vigorous elements
of the old crop; and in the openings

Ja ah seedling showtng lignotubel
and strcng tap toot.

left, regrowth becomes established.
The young vigorously growng

trees of the crop are retained in the
forest to provide future mill logs.

Following the logging operation,
tops (crowns) of lelled trees are
lopped flat and debris clearred away

from the butts of remaining good

trees. This debris is burnt ln sprlng

o r  a l r t u m n  u h e n  m i n t m u m  d a m a g e

w i l t  o c c u r  l o  t h e  r e m l i n i n g . l a n d
Full protection from fire must be

afforded for a Period of Years until

l he  open ings  har  c  been.a t is lac to r i l )
stocked with young reglowth of

sufficient height to permit the reduc-

tion oi the fire hazard by prescribed

l i g h t  b u r n i n g  w i t h o u t  i n c L r r r i n g

damage to the crowns. This period of

complete fire protection may be from

8-10 years, by which time a total

height well in excess of 20 ft. should

have been attained.

G rowth rates
Although the growth rate ofjarrah

cannot compare with that of karrr,
it is impressive when the harsh

and impovelished conditions under

B ushy janah rcgenetation.

whichit grows are taken rnto account.
The average yield of sawlogs from

the wholejarrah forest is in the region
of 15 cu. ft. an acre each year. There
is a large difference in the rate of
growth of the species between the
relatively poor northem and eastem
sectors of the forest and the prime
forest area on the western edge ofthe
Darling Range.

In the former, the trees may grow
well under j in. in girth each Year
and annual timber yield an acre may
be as low as 5 cu. ft. The prime lbrests
of the high rainfall area produce
more than 10 times this timber yield
and individual tree growth may
exceed j in. in girth a year.

The productivity of the jarrah
forest is rapidly improving under the
careful management regimes now
practised. Protection from severe
fires alone has resulted in a marked
increase in production, and further
gains can be expected from the large-
scale thinning operations of the last
few years. @
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