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L Red-winged wren
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association of the forest with fire,
ground inhabiting species are almost
absent. There are no true nightjars
in the forest, quail are local and
concentrate round swamP edges,
and the mallee-fowl occasionally
wanders into the more eastem s€c-
tors of the forest. Emus are resident
but not common.

The remainder of the bird PoPula-
tion is primarily dependent on the
foliage cover of saplings, understorey
species, and the main tree canopy for
toraging and nesting. Recent studies
have been made on the response of
th€se populations to burns of two
intensities.

Two 40-acre areas of forest were
burnt il late November, early Decem-
ber. One \ryas a very mild burn,
typical of the prescribed fires used in
controlled burning. Approximately
70 per cent of the ground vegetation
was consumed and leaves of the
understorey (mainly Bank sia grandis)

were slightly scorched to a height of

A. Bir^ of the janahforcst
growing on gravel soils.
(Spa e underytorey and
ground wgetalion.)
l. Emu, O
2. whistling eagl€, C
3. Goshawk, C
4. Collared sparrowhawk,

o
5. Little eagle, C
6. wedgetailed eagle, C
7. Little falcon, C
8. Brown hawk, C
9. Mallee fowl, R

10. Common bronzewing,
c

I l. Brush bronzewing, O
12. Purple-crowned

lorikeet, O
13. White-tailed black

cockatoo, C
14. Red-tailed black

cockatoo, C
15. Smoker parrot, O
16. Western rosella. C
17. Red-capped parrot, C.
18. Twenty-eight parrot, C
19. Elegant grass parrct, O
20. Pallid cuckoo, O
21. Fantailed cuckoo, C

6

6 ft. The experimental area was
covered systematicallY bY two or
three observers for 16 visits each of
roughly three hours duration; eight
were before the fue and eight after.
No changes were found in the
number of birds or in the number of
species recorded. Two disused nests,
ofa bro*n thornbill and an unknown
species of honeyeater, were destroyed
by the fue. Fourteen other nests
including those of brown thorn-
bill, spinebill, western yellow robin,
golden whistler, rufous tree-cre€per,
g o s h a w k  a n d  s q u e a k e r  w e r e
unaffected.

The second area was intentionally
burnt with a more than usually severe
fire. The ground vegetation was
entirely consumed. The understorey,
again mainly of B. grandis, np to
25 ft. high, was almost completely
scorched over three-quarters of the
study area. A similar series of obser-
vations was made to record numbers
and sDecies of birds.

Only one species appeared to be
seriously affected. The brown thom-
bill, inhabiting the lower understorey,
was reduced in numbers by 40 per
cent after the fire. As no evidence of
death could be found, it was assumed
that the birds had left the area. The
number of grey fantails was also
down after the fire.

Some species remained within the
study area but moved from heavilY
scorched to more lightly scorched
forest. This was particularly notice-
able with the western warbler and to
a lesser extent the golden whistler.
The western warbler inhabits the
lower part of the main tree canoPy
and being a late-nester, could well
have suffered more serious distur-
bance than most other species which
had almost finished nesting at the
time of the fire.

The other most numerous sPecies
in the area were apparently unaffec-
ted and no change occured in
their numbers. These included the

C. Birds of clearings and
forest edges.

L Black-shouldered kite,
R

2. Swamp harrier, O
3. Kestrel, o.
4. Australian piPit, C
5. Willy wagtail, C
6. Magpie lark, C
7. Grey butcher-bird, O
8. Western magpie, C

D. Birds of the riwrs and
dams.

L Little grebe, O
2. Black cormorant, O
3. Little black cormorant,

C
4. Little pied cormorant,

o
5. Darter, O
6. White-faced heron, C
7. White-necked heron, -R
8. Black bittern, O
9. Black swan, R

10. Black duck, C
I l. Maned goose, C
12. Blue-singed shoveler, O
13. Musk duck, C
14. Dusky moorhen, R

Birds ident i f  ied in State Forest wi thin 15 mi les of  Dwel l ingup

C-common O- occasional .R: rare

22. Narrow-bil led bronze
cuckoo, O

23. Golden-bronze cuckoo, 47.
c 48.

24. Boobook owl, C
25. Tawney frogmouth, C
26. Owlet nightjar, C.
27. Laughing kookaburra,

C
28. Sacred kingfisher, O
29. Bee eater, C
30. Welcome swallow, O
31. Tree martin, C
32. Black-faced cuckoo-

shrike, C
white-winged triller, R
Western warbler, C
Brown thornbill. C.
West€rn thornbill, C
Yellow-tailed
thornbill, C
Weebil l, C
Scarlet robin, C
Grey fantail, C
Golden whistler, C
Western shrike-thrush,
c

43. Black-capped sitella, C
44. Rufous tree-creeper, C
45. Spotted pardalote, C

46. Red-tipped pardalote,
c
Brown honeyeater, C
White-naped
honeyeater, C
Brown-headed
honeyeater, C
Spinebill, C
Red wattle bird, C
Little wattle bird, C
Dusky wood swallow,
C

54. Squeaker, C
55. Raven. C

B. Birds prefening the low
dense vegetation of swamps ,
jarrah forest on red-loam
soils, and iverside forest.
l. Brown quail, C.
2. Spotless crake, c
3. Litt le grass bird, R'
4. Banded blue wren, C
5. Red winged wren, O-C
6. Spotted scrub wren, C
7. white-breasted robin, C
8. Silvereye, C
9. New Holland

honeyeater, C
10. Red-eared firetail, C

49.

50.
5 1 .
52.
53.

33.
34.
35.
36.
37.

38.
39.
40.
4 1 .
42.
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