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A. C. Munro was a key figure rn
Jarrahdale's development. He first
arrived there in 1887 to relieve the
manager while he was on holiday.
The original mill had burnt down
and Munro was responsible for
replacing it. Upon the return of the
manager Munro went back to Vrc-
toria but was recalled as manager
in 1892. Under his energetic leader-
ship Jarrahdale prospered.
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J. Ednie Brown, the first Conserva-
tor  of  Forests,  v is i ted Jarrahdale in
1896 on a tour of inspection. In his
omcial report he wrote:

Tlrc opcrqtions v,ere begwt here
some 20 yeors ago, with one ntill ottlt'.
Other mills hqve been addecl.fiont tnr
to time, so that 0t Present tlrcre Qrc

fve upon tlrc propertr in J ll rorking
order in the Jbrcsts, besicles o vcrt'.fine
planing and grooving mill ot Ju'rah-
dale Junction ( Mundijong ) .

Tlrcre are generally about 120
hands employed in und qbotu t lrc rnills,
and sonre 200 olhent'ise enguged uPotl
the ast0te it1 tonnediott t|ilh ils
working.

To keep tltese works going, l,l0
horses and 100 bullocks ore recluired.

The tramrvay sl'slem here is yert

extensive and antounts to orcI'60 tlliles
in length. Tlrc railwal, Ji'ont tfu mill
yard to Rockingham is well lqid and
very serviceoble, both Jbr possengar

and goods trffic.
I understand ftom Mr. Mtuto, the

energetic mQnage|, that Ihe olttltll
oJ timber .from these mills is obottl
2,500 loads (1 load 50 cubiL'.feet)
monthl!; end lhqt this ltu'gc quontit.t'
has baan the monlhl.t return thrrittg
the last couple oJ years.

The timber is disposed oJ localll'und
by export in about equal pqrts.

Considerable quqntities {u'e sent tu the
other colonies, and large shipments
are made to England in connectiot't
with tlle street-pavirg trq.le.

Mr. Munro eslimates that at leIst
260,000 loads ol sawt stuf lnve been
turned out hera since tlrc works began.
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The forest consists ofjarrah yi ci-
pally with the usual inlermixture of
red gum and occasional clumps of
blackbutt. Upon the low-b)ing portions
and foot hills of the range of the
concession there is a fair sprinkling
of wandoo of good cluracter.

The jarrah forest prodLrces timber
of good quality, TIrcre are some very

fne belts or masses of tlrc tree, qnd it
is not uncommon to come actoss
specimens containing t'om 5 to l0
loads each.

It is ?stitllutcd th.tt soDk 70,000

ucres ol the propertt have beett cttt

over to data, bLtt upon this there is still
q lage cluclllil)' ol good tinitcr t'et
owilaltle. Tlrc qreq cLtt oyer is slid
to lturc pro,lucrd so l ir. thout hrt
lottcls of sutt'rt Iittrhu p<t'ucrc.

Thc t t'ttrltt'ru1iott of llk' f ot('.rl tt haft'
it hus bt:en \tt ot is goifig on suti.\-

fLtctoriIy br nuttu'uI regcnet'qliot1, t td
its pennunenq os a .ftn'est ttttt.t' be
xtJelt, predicted, i/ care be tcrken oter
tlrc .t'oLu1g croP.

A trord oJ cotnmcnthtion is due Jor
tlrc excellence and general arronge-
ments of the jetties at Rockingham.
The structurcs harc been well buih
t td u'e setficeeble in every r'q,.

A lurga ner jett.r ltus rctuttl.t 'baau
built tvhich q(con notloles l:r.o re[r
lurge ships et once, and lh(' lotul
harlhittg ttccutntodal it)tt i.\ uot .rttfti-
cient for.firc shilts at onca.

ln March 1892 there was a further
reorganisation of the Jarrahdale con-
cern when a new company was
floated which was later known as the
Rock ingham Rai lway  and Jar rah-
dale Timber Company. Due to the
expansion of business in the 1890s
it was decided to incorporate the
company in London, and it was
registered there as the Jarrahdale
Jarrah Forests & Railway Limited
on 25 October, 1897. Business was
car ried on under this name until the
company amalgamated with eight
other companies to form Millars
Karri & Jarrah Forests Company
Limited in 1902.

Jarrahdale has continued as an
important timber centre but with the
advent of the deeper Fremantle
harbour to cater for steam vessels,
allowing for a faster delivery and
return of ships, the busy little port of
Rockingham began to languish and
finally finished exporting in 1902
shortly after the amalgamation.

The Jarrahdale-Rockingham line
remained unused for many years but
was kept open by sending one train
each year to thejetty until the upkeep
became too costly. The rails between
Mundijong and Rockingham were
finally pulled up in 1952. The sectton
between Jarrahdale and Mundijong
was not removed until 1960. @
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rcduced the incidence and spread of
summer wildfires.

It is difficult to foresee a practical
alternative for prescribed burning tn
maintaining effective control over
summer fires in these forests. A large
and well-equipped force of fire-
lighters is insumcient to contain very
intense fires burning in heavy fuels
during the worst summer days.

Considerable research effort has
been expended to ensure prescribed
fires are lit under conditions when
damage to flora and fauna of the
forest is negligible, while significantly
reducing the fuels (see "Birds of the
Jarrah Forest", this issue).

There are reasonably clear indica-
tions that prescribed burning tn
spring is considerably less damaging
to the forest environment than burn-
ing in autumn. There is also the
suggestion that the abundance of
ground flora suffers if fire is excluded
from the forest altogether.

Damage can only be avoided if
prescribed burning is done with mild
fires which consume only the lighter
"flashy" fuels such as litter and dead
scrub. This type of burning must be
done when healry fuels such as logs
and branchwood are too damp to
burn, theleby providing one of the
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