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 The oiginal style One-trce bidge some time between 1904 and 1933
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A 70-year-old historic landn.rar.k.
l ink  w i rh  the  pas t  rnd  lonu-s tan t l in - l
karri forcst tourist attraction. is sti l l
drawing tourists fronr near ancl far

T h r s  u i r r t c r  i s  r r i s o  t h c  r e n l l )  i [  t i -
versary of that particularly wet aDd
stormy winter of 1964 which spelt
doo )  to  lha t  ve le ran  o l ' l ) l i l n \  \eJ ls '
service Onc-tree bridge.

The we l l -knoun br idee h i rd  i rs
be-einning in 1904 when Huber.t and
Walter Giblett. assisted by Jack
Scott. felied a 4.9 m gir.th karri tree
rvhich was standing on thc east bank
of the Donnelly River. Their purpose
was to fell the tree over tltc rivcr
and to construct a bridge so that
graphite could be transported l ionr
a  nrne ,  l y ing  2 .5  km to  the  south-
west. to the Bridgetown railhead

Up to that t ine the graphite l.rad
been transported over a natural
rocky crossing about .5 km upstrearr.
Th is  was a  hr rz r r rdous  undcr tak ing
and almost impossible in winter
owins 10 the high flow of water

Ja r rah  deck ing
The tree spanned tlte 23 m wide

river and a superstructure hand hewn
from nearby .jarrah trees was built
on top to lorm a narrow bridge.
Closspieces, or bolstcrs 225 by 150
mm were set and spiked into the log
at l 8 m intcrvals. Jarrah slabs werc
lzrid across cach end of the bolsters
and jarrah decking was laid across
each longitudinal slab or bearer..

One-tree bridge, as it was to be_
corne Inown.  was du l )  con lp le led
and tlte first load ofgraphite (said to
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The tedecked b dge note the more
the morc delaptdated smallet house in

f are admiring the scenely

sophisticated blidge timberc and also
the backgtound. Toutists lrom two cars
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