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L A smal selection ol nofthern janah
forest flowers: 1. HollyJeaved hovea
(Hovea chorizemifolial; 2. Spindly gte-
v//ea (Grevillea endlichetianal: 3. Utchin
dryandrc (Dtyandrc praemorsa); 4. *Try-
malium ledifolium; 5 Cotul vine lKenne-
dia coccineal; 6. Honevbush lHakea
lissocarDha); 7. Slender tetrctheca
(Tetratheca vimineal; 8 Stat flowel
(Asterolasia pall idal; 9. *Mirbelia
spinosa; ta Native hop (Dodonaea
attenuata); 1 L Woolly-flowercd grcvillea
(Grevillea piluliferal; 12. Graceful honey-
mynle lMelaleuca 'adula); /3. 'Bossiaea

ornata: 14. Painted featheilowet lveni-
cordia picta): 15. Blue leschenaultia
(Leschenauftia biloba). * No common
name rccorded.

Yellow-flowercd variety of the popular
corcl gum (E. torquatal frcm the Gold-
fields arca.
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F0CUS on
FOREST POLICY

It has become necessary to re-state forest policy to accommodate major
changes that have taken place.since formal control of the forest was first
introduced in 1918. Recently, a revised outline for forest policy was approved
by Cabinet and the major points of the submission are the subject of this
issue of ForeJl FocuJ,

In 1918, the major requirements of aesthetics, recreation and biological
policy were to provide for a per- preservation. To some extent, these
manent forest estate, to control the requirements conflict with pro-
sawmilling industry and to protect vision of the traditional productive
the forest from fire and other values.
destructive agencies. On the other hand, activities such

In 1951, a Royal Commission as building of roads, powerJines,
stated forest policy as: pipe-lines, town-sites, dams and

"The provision as far as i, mining have contributed to a re-
possible of a continuous yield duced, effective for€st area' So too,
from the forests in the interests of unfortunately, has jarrah dieback, a

the requirements of the State 1n major plant disease established in

timber and thestability of employ- many parts of the forest, resulting in

ment in the timber industry." the death of species over extensive

Demands on the State Forest areas'

which was created through the Within the period of these
l9l8 Act continue to expand. The changes, greater emphasis has been
growing population requires in- placed on multiple use of the forest
creasing volumes of wood and although the requirement of timber
water to meet its needs. Affluence production for industry remains.
and improved awareness within the Greater attention to pine planting
public sector have also placed has been essential to provide a more
higher values and demands on the efficient wood production operation
less tangible forest benefits such as to supplement timber of the native

The State Forests of
Western Australia belong
to the people.

As a finite resource, the
forests must continue to be
managed so that benefits
can be shared by all sec-
tions of the community.

The role of government
in forest management is to
formulate and implement

policies which meet the requirements of people. At
the same time, forest policy must take account of,
and endeavour to provide for, the large number of

constantly changing uses and requirements for the
state's forest areas.

Accordingly, the statement of government forest
policy which appears in this issue of Forest Focus is
based on a multiple-use concept.

The policy makes it clear that, by the adoption
of the multiple-use concept, it will be possible fot
more people than ever before to use and enjoy this
remarkable forest heritage.

Minister for Forests
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L Regrcwth jaftah forest, near Dwel
lingup, kiled by jarah dieback.

(Les Harman)

resource. It is also very desirable that
plantation grown wood should be
employed to reduce the demand
pressure on those native forest areas
which are most suited to public use
for alternatiYe benefits.

Public demand for forest benefits
has now developed over the total
scope available and the resource or
supply situation has reached the
stage where scarcity imparts special
values on each requirement.

Wi th in  Western  Aus t ra l ia  approx i -
mately 20 million hectares of land
remains as forest and woodlands. Of
this area there are 3 06 mill ion
hectares of high forest, consisting of
trees with an existing or potential

stand height of 20 metres or more.
This is restricted to the south-west

4

region and can be described in the
following classes of land tenure:

State Forest and
Timber Reserves I 948 000 ha

National Parks 415 000 ha

Other public ownership 35 000 ha

Privately owned 662 000 ha

This south-west forest is the most
crit ical part of the resource. It alone
can provide total benefits of wood,
water, biological conservation, re-
creation, honey, etc., on a con-
tinuing yield basis. It also has the
greatest past use and its location,
with respect to centres of population
development, ensures that pressures
for usage wil l continue.

The policy of the Forests Depart-
ment mainly concerns the manage-
ment of this crit ical, high forest area
although it should not be overlooked

that the forests and woodlands of the
eastern goldfields, the wheatbelt and
the north-west have extremely high
values for fauna and flora conserva-
tion, site protection and a high
potential for recreation.

The policy is a set of principles
guiding the use and management ol
the public owned forests. To be
effective it must recognise both the
objectives and desires of the public
and the requirement for economic
and social welfare.

lt cannot be an end in itself but
must be integrated within the frame-
work of general land-use policy. The
primary objective has always been to
conserve the forest estate and its
values. The means of achieving this,
however, must change within the
scope of public demand, improved
management skil ls and total resource
supply.
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. Rehabilitation of degraded areas,
where necessary, to ensure that
water quality is maintained.

. Regulation of all other uses of
forested catchments.

o Monitoring of streams where land
use changes are involved.

. Research of land use to maximise
water production.

Careful planning and control can
ensure that human activities on
catchment areas do not pose a risk to
domestic and irrigation water
supplies and management of catch-
ments to the requirements of water
supply authorities is a major depart-
mental function.

Hardwood
The present regeneration process

ofthejarrah and karri forests will be
continued. Because jarrah forest
grows more slowly, particular atten-
tion will be given to the karri,harri
forests. Although the latter forest

Although frcquent fire is a natural factor
of the jaffah forest environment, uncon-
trolled wildfircs like this can do much
damage. (Les Harman)

f Washing down vehicles befofe they
enter healthy forcat rcduces the isk of
spreading iatnh dieback. (Les Harman)

type occupies only 7 per cent of State
Forest, it provides 37 per cent of
the timber growth under current
management.

The principal objective in native
forest management for timber pro-
duction will be to adjust log removals
to a level that can be sustained bv
forest growth.

The effect of reducing the hard-
wood cut will be offset to a large
degree by the introduction of a
softwood timber industry during the
1980s. By this time softwood planta-
tions will be able to support the first
economic production units.

The transition process will be
handled so as to minimise social and
economic disruption for those em-
ployed in the industry, and therr
families-

As sawmill capacity now exceeds
the estimated current and future
growth of the native forests, addi-
tional mills cannot be accommo-
dated on State Forests Current
intakes will be progressively reduced.

A phased reduction in hardwood
intake for the next ten to fifteen years

will involve gradual restructuring of
the industry. This will include:
. Amalgamation of sawmills into a

reduced number of units of econo
mic size.

o Variations of permits and licenses
to provide the management flexF
bility necessary for multiple-use
forestry.

. Relocation of mills and processing
facilities in more socially favoured
localities.

. Integration of processing systems
with a trend towards more com-
plete use of the available iesource
through a higher degree of manu-
facture.

Increasing production of specialty
items such as hardwood veneer
and composite timbers. This will
achievemore effective use of small
logs which will become available
in increasing proportions.

Transferring part ofthe workforce
to remanufacturing activities and
into the developing pine proces-
sing industry which will be estab-
lished in the south-west, but not
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1. Selected high quary "seed" '/ees prcvide seed for forest regeneration. 2. Regenention bum underkarri forest. (Roger Underwoodl

The massed appeannce of good kari rcgenentlon. (Brian Stevenson) 6. Four-year-old regenerdtion. Growth on ashbed is outstanding.



arnllnJu6 e )o] I;uuealJ )al|e paleraua6at 'plo steaA 96 
'tsaoJ ure, I

(pooMrapunra6ou) sutu le4)a4e teadde ol 6uurels ql,Mor6 MaN -V

'^/snoAard s.reaA0r 5ur66ol relJe peleraua6ar urbl Al4eDb poag L

(pooMropu n retjoU ) urnq uotlereueber )aFe ApletpaLuut lsara] ure, t

ilj$,i' ,rrI ir
,r'J I 'ii, r ,

(-1,

,l I

';
j'l '





'Sutootrel

pu€ Srrqsll s€ qJns 'st.rocls

JJle^\ JOJ SearB lO UOIJJlord
'SEIIIPJ

qnlJ r€J prsnrP8Jo .lol ssal:\y .
'Sutptt aIIq

IIBJI pllC aS.lOq IOJ lplse las sPalV .
'sr1ol iolour Jruals SrrrprnS-.lJ.rS .

'slre.n JrnrBLr puP sl)pr) Surllp,\\ .
'sanrJrrPJ prre setrs rrrrr(l rirJl rn-l .

:q8norqt Lusrillot pue uon1l3 rrr.1
i\1.11? prrp .rlrscetl qltrq to1 irrr
-r)teJ anuuuor lJr,{\ 

'^rrlod palepdn
aqr rapun pup 'JIodl€,\\ or di\rltuil.\
ruor] slsajo,l erEts ur saull|]u.l paIr.\
ord sErl luJrr lpdJc sl\;ro.l rq_[

s rJqLUnLr .rtiPl laP rtlr)
oslP lse\\-1.{lnor arLrarl\a aqt rrr (Ee.rts

' dnuueN'uot)elueld pteM
IW aq u! soutuutql letuauLuoJ Alef I

tsaroJ pue saluer lsunol.rofEli\l sJOl
rsr^ lo sraqunu 0lq€iaprsuoJ 1J€r1te

€ar€ u€lllocoilau eqt J€au stsaroJ
qErrEf:ql sarlueJ tsunol Jql ro uorl
-plndod Jo sserE rofBtu Jqt ol patEler
^ll:relp sr rrorlpalrar ro] stsorol uo
pJreld spueuFp .lo ,{trsuJ rr aqf

'SursPJrJur :nurluor ol patJadxe
sl utslJnol puE uollPallal io.l \-eal€
tsaroJ Jo esn lo la^ol luJsJrd:qI

'sPe\lJ.\o

s0rrlLrnoJ ur uonelsJ.ro.l.lE .lo.l
rrorlEJrlcldE eprrr\ a^Eq i(llBrol pelral

IOJ paas pur? uoueuuo.lL|l PlJ.loal.nl
aq-L Surdparpr.rBl lBreLrei prr€ satrs

(Jaqder6otorld luau-rura^o9)
'quaruarnbaJ uotl

-eaJJaJ lle lsoule )o] elqe.llauadut pue
asuap ool AlleLurou st LlWoJbJapun lsaJoJ
tuol 'uoueta6a^ punoJblJeq aq) Aq
uaas ̂lpeal ag uec sV 'esn 

leuoOeaJcal
roJ MolF oJ passarddns seM uoqetaOe^
punoJoato] aql /Ae!^ ol uado uaq/A
ltl6E ln]uneag e ag ueJ uJe>l aJnlen >

aurtU Jo uollEsrlrqEls'uorlErolser
atrs Suruueld roJ elqEnlE^ pe^oJd
a^Eq etsroqre aql uoJJ sllnsar
eJupruJoJrad'srBe,( lueler urqlrlA

'urSorrEN prrE

lsru€H lE palecol sauesJnu IEluaul
-r rBdJp ruoJl 'lsoJ te 'sJsod.rnd JsJql
roJ aJqPJrE^B ar€ saarj sBeiB IBrnr ur
anlP^ IElualxeuro puE apsqs'relleqs
ro.l seal tuEld ot Surqsr,r sreqto
puB serrqs'srerurEJ o1 uorlBruroJ ur
elqenl€^ Surpr^oJd aiE slold eseql



. Recreation as a priority use where
approPnate.
The department will continue to

favour access to the forest except
where there is a risk to either the
individual or the forest itself.

The Forests Department is respon-
sible for flora and fauna on all State
Forests and Timber Reserves, subject
to the provisions of the Forest Act
and other Acts where applicable.

Because of the upsurge of interest
in the environmental aspects of

1 2

forest operations and in particular
their effect on flora and fauna, the
department is undertaking extensive
research and retaining areas of indi-
genous forest in an undisturbed
condition where this is essential to
conservation of values.

The objective is to conserve flora
and fauna values by:

. Preservation of relevant ecological
type areas as reference units for
management guidance, scientific
study purposes and maintenance
of genetic diversity.

. Zoning forest areas where fauna
management is given priority.

Radiata pine lStj yearc old) at Gimwade.

. Provision of conditions represent-
ing the full range ofthe life cycle of
forest types.

.  Moni tor ing f lora and fauna
populations.

.  Research in to specia l  habi ta t
requlrements.

o Co-ordinating State Forest flora
and fauna management priorities
with the requirements of other
authorities.

Forests have particular values for
study and public education in the
fields of biology and land use.

The department's policy is to set
areas aside for study, for example:
. Forest relatively unaffected by

activities of man.
. Effects of various forest manage-

ment procedures such as cutting,
planting, prescribed burning and
alternative land use forms such as
clearing and mining.

. Effects of disease, insect attack
and wildfire damage.

. Basic aspects of forest composl-
tion, structure and development.

. Fauna habitats.

. Stream catchments.

Several other subjects for which
areas are set aside for ecological
study are listed under the heading
"Flora and fauna".

'l here are several less well-known
industries based on forest products,
such as:
. Poles, piles and bridge timbers
. Honey
. Sandalwood
. Fence posts and rails
. Mining timber
. Blossoms

I
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Twin circular saws brcaking down jaftah
log.

(Brian Stevenson)

Dieback control will be continued
through quarantine and hygiene
measures. Other management tech-
niques will be implemented as the
results of further research work
become available. Research into
dieback and dther forest pests and
diseases will be accelerated.

Safety, health and welfare of all
forest users will be protected. Those
involved will include people in the
fields of research, recreation, indus-
try and forestry.

The first of a series of working
plans covering various aspects of
forest activities will be completed by
the end of 1976. Once approved by
government, these working plans
will become public documents and be
available to interested parties.

The working plans will be re-
viewed annually, taking into account
changing condi t ions and forest
research.

ERRATA

Forcst Focus No 16, t i t led "SLrnklands

Mult iple l lse Management", incorrectly
attr ibuted the term "Donnybrook S!nk
ands "  t o  J  T  Ju t son .The te rmwas in fac t
used by J Genti l l i  and R W Fairbridge to
describe al l  the area south of Bunbury and
west of the Darl ing fault

As used in Folest Focrs, the ternr reters
to the State Forest lying between the
Darl ing and Dunsborough faults.

In the same edit ion, on page 9, the
picture t i t le should read: Mountain marri  (E
haematoxylon), named for the reddish
colour of i ts heartwood

Gang circulat saws prccessing slabs
into dimensioned scantling timber. The
slabs for this unit come dhectly from
the twin circular breakdown saws
shown above.

(Brian Stevenson)
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