











stands which are completely undis-
turbed by logging are relatively rare.
Those undisturbed stands that still
do exist are almost without exception
included in the M.P.A.s in order to
preserve plant communities which
are intact in terms of structure as
well as in terms of composition.

Virtually no attempt has been
made to create M.P.A.s that will
cater for a single species of plant or
animal. It has been reasoned that
generally the plant communities
and associated fauna form inte- N v b ol 3
grated systems which can only e, et e R A Y A AT RS 3
survive as a whole and that their A Banksia woodland with morrison understorey, Melaleuca. (Brian Stevenson)
individual components cannot be
preserved in  isolation  except
perhaps in botanical and zoological %
gardens.

V¥ Morrison flowers.  (Brian Stevenson)

Consideration was also given to
yet another criterion set by Specht
(1974), namely that it is desirable to
have duplication of each plant
community so as to retain the basis
for restoration of reserves which are
disturbed or damaged by storm, fire
or human activity.

Some of the plant communities in
the area encompassed by System 6
could not be provided for by setting
priorities on management within the
state forest. This was generally the
case with communities on fertile,
well watered soils which were the
primary target of the initial land
settlement 150 years ago, e.g.
woodlands of wandoo (Eucalyp-
tus wandoo) on the coastal plain IO
and the woodlands of york gum , . ‘ —
(E. loxophleba) north and east of :
the state forest.

An important consideration in
delineating M.P.A.s has been the
freedom from dieback disease
caused by Phytophthora cinna-
momi. The main reason for this
was that the disease affects a large
number of species and a plant
community attacked by it can never,
on present knowledge, be restored
to its original condition.
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