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r One of the few improvements in the wooded section of "Tanglewood" has been
the construction of this water tank holding approximately 50000 litres (c Pead)

v Contrarv to common belief, the clover grows right up to the base of the trees
Note the trunk of this iarrah tree blackened from burning lc Pead)

Burning every year is not
necessary as the bui ld-uP of
Ieaf- l i t ter  and new nattve
understorey has not been suff i -
c ient to feed a f i re af ter only
twelve months. Fire also
creates favourable cond itions
for c lover seed germinat ion.

"l have seen clover sown in
the bush for many many
years,"  says J ohn Hearman.
"lt's generally sown after a
burn, then you don't have to
worry about it again. "

Of the var iet ies avai lable
Woodgenel lup was the sub-
clover best sui ted to the rainfal l
of  the area and the burning
cycle.  l t  bur ies deeply a rela-
t ively large seed and because
of a hard seed casing survives
the hottest  f i res.  The f i res
actual ly st imulate or scar i fy the
clover seed, which helps ger-
minat ion once the rains come.
ln comparison, grasses or
thist les for example, suffer
w i th  bu rn ing .

W j thout except ion the clover
regenerates every year s ince
the ini t ia l  sowing. J ohn Hear-
man attr ibutes this not only to
the character ist ics of  the clover
but to the good condit ions Pro-
vided by the open canoPY ot his
jarrah stands and the creat ion
of ashbeds as ready sources ot
nutr ients.  There is plentY of
l ight provided at the same t ime
as shade, and the topsoi l  Is
more fr iable than on cleared
ground, thus faci l i tat ing readY
germinat ion of  the s ub-clover
seed.

The clover is re-fert i l ised
every year with s uperPhos-
phate, benef i t ing both pasture
and jarrah. Every year the
catt le are grazed in the un-
cleared paddocks from spr in g
to late summer.

< Sheep grazing under the young iarrah
re-growth. G. Frcntin)
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PROBLEMS
It is important to assess

some of the Problems the Hear-
mans have encountered. In
other regions different Prob-
lems mav arise, but in most
instances the reduction in the
ootential carrying caPacitY of
the land in the short term
would be the biggest Problem.

Mustering of sheep and
cattle, particularlY in steeP,
denselv wooded countrY can be
t ime consuming and di f f  icul t '
Also. sermination of the clover
can bd variable, ParticularlY in
the vear in which no burning is
conducted. Poor germination
can result from too little sun
during the winter combined
with cold temperatures Mr'
Hearman stresses the need to
burn to ensure consistent
clover germination.

Some Poisonous Plants, for
example, sPecies of Castro-
lobium, mav also be encour-
aged by fire, although on the
Hearmans' farm Castrolobium
is not present. Some sPecies of
native fauna are encouraged bY
the establishment of Pasture

v The Ward's clover establishment trial
at West Cranbrook has been success-
ful. Note the older and more open
forest tYPe. lH, BndbutYl

under trees. Kangaroos and
wal labies, for example, inhabit
areas that offer the greatest
srazine potential. The Hear-
ilans don't regard the kanga-
roos on their PropertY as
serious comPetitors for the
pasture. However, in other
areas such as Cranbrook where
the feed and shelter are gener-
ally less abundant, increased
populations of kangaroos on
iaims could prove to be a
problem.

TREE FARMING

t ic  fencing and fuel  suPP|Y.
Thev do not use the forest
produce commerciallY as all
millable trees were cut with the
in i t ia l  c lear ing. The forest
resrowth now is quite Young
an-d is not of  high mi l l ing value
at present, although it will
improve with t ime.

Were they to be interested in
commercial tree growing as
well as farming, more attention
would have had to have been

paid in the Past to the amount
and rate of cutting carried out
to ensure a continued suPPlY of
jarrah. Tree farming or. tree
management requires long-
term ihought beYond the far-
mer's life-time. The regrowth
forest on the Hearmans' land
is now about fiftY Years old.

Regeneration of the trees
will definitelY have to be man-

perhaps with temporary elec-
i r ic fencing, which would Pro-
tect new shoots from the stock.

The Hearmans and the
Wards are Practising agro-
forestrv. There are various
combinations of methods and

adequate and where total clear-
ing is not an opt ion.

Helen BradburY

ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS
Thanks are due to the Hon. John

Hearman, C.M.C., Mrs. Hearman
and Mr. Bruce Hearman for their
enthusiasm and co-operation, and to

Busselton, and Roger Edmiston from
the Forests DePartment, Como.




