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NEW LIGHT ON THE NUMBAT
lrv Kar,rn ,\ 'Jaircv rt H alst IJr t l l :urv

Who knows
How big is  i t?

Why? How

r  l u  n .  t i o l .  r c l l t r n t  t o  A  / r  r i r r r  '  r l r r . .
/ . Jc / . r l r / \  and  i t s  surv iva l  in  S ta tc
lo res ts .  But  be fore  we can even s t . t r t
to  f ind  ou t  how fo rcs t ry  p r . tc t i ces
a f fec t  th is  spec ics ,  we hJVc to
c locument  the  c le ta i l s  o f  i rs  phys ic . r l
charac ter is t i cs  and day- to -c l i y  ex is t -
encc .

I t  i .  pc  rh . rp .  'u  r  p r i . i r r51  rh . , t  rhc ro  i .
l r l l l e  *  i c n t i I r (  k n o n l e t l g c  o r  r l r i .
u  n iquc  ancJ  in te rcs t ing  an in ta l .
However ,  in tens ivc  s tuc l ies  o f  Wcs l -

what a numbat is?
Where does i t  I ive?
many are there in

Western Austra l ia  ?

e ln  ALrs l r i t l i a  s  n . t l i ve  fauna h ;ve
gener  I  l l y  on  ly  r  ecent  l y  L reen u  nc le r -
takcn .  R, l |e r  an in taJs  are  rnore

resear<h . rc t i v i t y  in  rcccn t  yenrs .
havc  conrb inec l  to  c . rs t  r rew l igh t  on
the  nL ln r  b . l l .

The numbat  n ray  be  Wcstern
Aust ra l ia  s  S t . r te  faun. l l  emblcn t ,
b u t  u n t i l  r e c e n t l y  v e r y  l i l t l e  w a s
known about  the  charac ter is t i cs  o f
l h i s  n a t i r e  m . r n t r r r . r l ,  l c t  l l o n e  i t r
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Numba ts  i nhab i t  t he  j a r rah /n ra r r i  i o res t  i n  t hc  Pc rup  FnunJ  P r i ( ) r i l y  A ren .  He rc  n
resc ' a r r  hc r  r ac l i o - t r acks  a  numbn l .  No l c  t hc  r cd  l ape  usec l  t o  n ra rk  t he  rou t c .

The  nun rba t  i s  a  l so  kno rvn  . r s  t hc  bnn ( l c ( l nn l -en te r  because  o f  i t s  t l i c t  o i  wh i t can t s
and  the  d i s t i nc t i v t '  n ra r  k i ngs  . r t  r oss  i t s  back .  Th i s  n  un rba t  i s , r boL I t  l ( )  bc  re l ( ' . r \ ( ' ( l  . r i l ( ' r
be ing  f i t t c c l  w , i t h  <  o l l . r r . l nd  sn ln l l nn tennn .

+ numbat !  On one occas ion  a  numbat
s tood beh ind  a  te rmi te  mound

Whcn the  young, l re  too  l . r r te  Io  be
r . r r r i e t l  t h e y  r r o  . h e l t e r e d  i n  a
bur row or  log  where  the  mother
re tu rns  fo r  feed ing .

Declining Numbers

The numbJ l  wd\  once romnron in
the  open wandoo fo res ts .  Much
cur ren t  research  re l ies  on  the  on ly
dr . ta i led  b io log i r  3 l  r tu , l ;  p re r iou . l l
r  o n , l u t  l e t l  o n  I h e  n u m b J t .  b y  D t  .  , .
H .  Ca laby ,  who worked in  Dryanc l ra
fo res t  in  1960.  The d is t r ibu t ion  nrap

a lso  show tha t  numbats  were
co l lec ted  f rom var ious  loca t ions
outs ide  the  wandoo fo res t  reg ion .
S igh t ings  f rom these areas  were  fa r
less  common than f rom the  wheat -
b e l t  b u t  i n d i c a t e  t h e  o r i g i n a l e x t e n t
o f  thc  numbat 's  c l i s t r ibu t lon .

ln  recent  vears  the  s ta tus  o f  th is
. p o r  i o .  h a .  r J r t m l t r r . i l l l  ,  h u r t g e d .
Mo ' t  o t  thew he, r tbo l t  i .  nowr  leJ red
f o r  J t r i L u l l u r e .  l e . r r r n g  r e r y  l i t t l e
, r rc , i  d \  un( i i ' l u rbed burh l . rn t l .  lhe
fcw rcnra in ing  bush reserves ,  and
unc learec l  p r iva te  land are  se ldom o f
a  s ize  Ia rgc  enough to  suppor t  . r  se l l -
pc rpe tua t ing  popu la t ion  o f  numbats .
Bushf i res  anc i  o ther  d  i s tu  rbances
assoc ia tcd  w i th  sc t t  l cnren t  p robab ly
fu r ther  re r luce  the  va lue  o f  these
arcas  as  numDat  rc lu f les .

Present  c lay  s igh t ings  arc  ra re  and
restricted to are.rs of Statc forest

R e t , ' r r l .  u f  I t u t r t l , , r t  . i g h t i r t B .  i n
thc  Pcrup Fnun. r  Pr io r i t y  Arer  show
. rn  cncou rag ing  inc rcase jn  nu  mbe rs
in  recent  yer rs .  Th is  fo l lows an
a larnr ing  cJcc l ine  be tween 1972 and
1976_
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PLAN VIEW?

- Entrance

Cross section and plan view of two burrows tunnelled under logs in the perup area.
Fig.3

Chamber
containing nest

Term i tes  invade s t i cks  and branchwood where  they  es tab l i sh  the i r  work ing  ga l le r ies .
I t  i s  eas ie r  fo r  the  numbat  to  ro l l the  s t i cks  over  than a t tempt  to  b reak  in to  the  mud
wal ls  o f  a  te rmi te  mound.
v

most  abundant .  In  winter  th is  rs
dur ing the middle of  the day when
the termi tes are act ive in  smal ls t icr<s
and branchwood lav ins on tne
forest floor. The numbat Sbtains the

mounds where the galleries are
abu ndant just below the soilsurface.
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Fro 4 lhe actrvi lv odttern of a numbai tracked" 
duflng one day within i ts tolal known
nome range

Activity in one dayl
* Numbats route
20 Time spent at one

location (mins)
Period of activity 5B3mins
Distance covered 1460 m

I

prov ide  an  en t ic ing  hab i ta t  fo r  these
creatures .  There  is in  abundance o f

the  log  ho l lows.  l t  appears  tha t  the
Perup Fauna Pr io r i t v  Area  mav be
one b f  the  few s t rongho lds  fo r  the
numbat .  Dryandra  i i  ano ther  and
these two arcas have been set aside
by the Forests Department for the
conserva t ron  o i  our  na t rve  tauna.
But  what  i s  the  numbat 's  spec i f i c
hab i ta t  requ i re r ren ts?  How do we
mrnrgc  the  fo ro . t .  to  p rov ide  th i :
h a b i t a t ?  I h e ' e  a n d  m a n l  m o r e
quest ions  are  s t i l l  to  be  answered.

Bibl iography

Calaby J.  H. ,  (1960)"Observat  ions on thc
Banded Ant-eater
Myrmecobius f  .  fasc iatus
Waterhouse (Marsu pa l ia) ,
with Particu lar Reference to
its Food Habits", Proc. Zool.
Lond.  vo l . '135,  par t  2  pp 183-
207 .

Calaby J.  H. ,  ( .1960)"The Numbat  of  South-
Western Austra l ia" ,
Australian Museum
Magazine Vol .  13(5)  1960,  pp
143-146.

Chr is tensen P. ,  (1975)"The Breed ing Burrow of
the Banded A nt -eater  or
Numbat  (Myrcmecobius
fasciatus)", Western
Auslralian Naturalist Vol. 13
Nos 2,/3, March 1975, pp 32-

Serventy V.  & Raymond R. ,  (1982)"Thc Numbat". Australia's
Wildlife Herilage, Pan 20, pp
1217 -1225, Januaty 1982

Turner  j .  & Bor thwick J . ,  (1980)"Status of  the Numbat
(Myrmecobius fasc iatus)
Popu la t ion in  Western
A ust ra l ia" .  submit ted to
W.A.  Wi ld l i fe  A uthor i ty
Fcbruary 6th 1980.

w h i t e  A . ,  ( 1 9 8 1 )' ' T h e  P l i g h t  o l  r h c  N u m b d t  ,
Overlander, September,
1 9 8 1 .

The ass is tance of  Mr D.  H.  Perry  in
the ident  i f  icat ion of  termi tes
dur ing the study is  acknowledged
w i t h  t h a n k s .

Fig.5 Home range use of one numbat over fifty-four days
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