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recently beSun planning for rec reation
on a reRional  scale.  Thi5 means lhd l
new sitds will be located in areas best
suited to a particular tyPe of
recreation and facility. Once the
location for the site has been
decided the work of effectivelY
designing the ind iv idual  fac i l i t ies
begins.

Changing Demand

began to dominate the forest scene,
mole vehicle-based forms of recreation

Rustic tables, barbecues and bins
were also provided in areas where it
was obvious that people were
conSregat lng.

The advent  o f  the  1970 s  and tne
increase in  env i ronmentd l  and
persona l  hea l th  awa reness  brought
even more people into our forests
for recreation and solace. In Western

ment .
A t  about  the  t ime tha t  tne

added to  the  fac t  tha t  many
unplanned picnic sites were becoming
de!raded and unan rdcl ive, prompted
lhe  Fores ts  Depdr lment  to  beSin  lhe

process o[  redesigning o ld and
ola nnins new s i les so thdl thevcould
betrer lerve rhe needs 6f the
recreat ing pu b l ic  wi thout  causing
unacceptable damage to the surround-
ing envi ronment .

Redevelopment

the (onstanl  pressure of  large
numbers of  v i . i lor . .  They become
severe lv  damaged.

Othe'r facilitles had been located
actually on the feature that attracted
vis i tors  to  the s i te .  For  example,  at
Boulder  Rock near  the Canning

Redeve lop ing  re (  rea t ion  \ i le .  p ro le ( ls
the  na tur i l  e -nv i ronment  i t se l f ,  makes
the  s i tes  func t iona l  fo r  the  user  and
produces a pleasant recreation environ-
ment. Here are site plans of Cloucester
Tree before and afti- 'r i t was developed
by the Foresls Departmenl.
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Aer ia l  v iew of  the f i re  tower bui l t  on top
of the towering Cloucester Tree.
Al though no longer  ured lor  t i re
survei l lan<e,  the tower prov idps d
\ l r i l inB v iew o l  the surrounding lar r i
lorest.

excluded from the whole recreation
area by the use of vertical logs
around a car  park and bus turn-
around area. The type of barrier was
chosen to b lend wi th the dominant
l ines of  the envi ronment  -  namely

belonging lo . rny one group.  l t  wa\
and i '  a  far  i l i ty  for  everyone lo  use.
Other facilities were provided to
hetter cater for the needs of the
publ i r  .  lo i le t . '  were bui l t  and
construc led in  such a way that  they
didn't detract from the bush arouncr

energetic, an even longer walk trail

may be at tempted.  l t  is  ca l led the
Easi  Brook Cir iu i t  and is  one of  the
c i rcu i t  routes of  the Bibbulmun
Track -  the marked bush walk t ra i l
that stretches from Northcliffe in the
south of  the State,  to  Kalamunda
near Perth. The East Brook route rs

walking distance of the Gloucester
Tree.  l i  consis ts  of  a  fa i r ly  gruel l ing
s ignposted exer t i 'e  r i rcu i t  and a
1610 metre running t rat  k  t  hrough a

karr i  forest  and through some
relatively rare pure marri (or redrelativelv rare pure marri {or red
gum) foiest. Glimpses of the prettyBUm) fo res l .  G l impses  o f  the  pre l ty
East  Brook  are  a lso  re f resh ing .

The new development based
arou nd Cloucester Tree hasworked
well to date. However it must be
remembered that a recreation area,

F u r t h e r  t r a m p l i n g  o f  t h e  s o i l a r o u n dIU f lner  l ramplng  or  rne  so l  a rouno
lhe  i i re  towcr  lddder  i s  beg inn ing  tolhe  l t re  towcr  lddder  r (  oeSrnnrnS lo
cause problems in winter by credtinB
oudd les  in  the  t ramoled  area .  Th is  o fpuddles in  the t rampled area. .This

D,rm,  p i (  n  i c  t  ac i l i t i es  were  or ig ina l l y
locJ ted  on  top  o f  the  Rock .  Th is
det rac ted  cons iderab ly  I rom the
natura l  fea tures  o f  the  s i te  and i t s
surrou nds.

Stil l  other sites had to be completely
redeveloped to better meet the
needr of the users and orovide for a
range o f  recrea t iona l  ac t i v i t ies  w i th -
ou t  caus ing  undue damage to  the
forest environ ment. Gloucester Tree
is  one such s i te .

Gloucesler Tree

Cloucester Tree is an extremely
popu lar  and renowned f i re  lookout
lreb tower in Pemberton. Each year
i t  i s  c l imbed bv thousands o f  tour is ts
f  rom a l lover  Aus t ra  l ia .

The or ig ina l  recrea t ion  s i te  be low
the tree was unsatisfactory, being
centred arou nd concrete barbecues
and a  44  ga l lon  drum tha t  served as  a
rubb ish  b in .  Cars  cou ld  be  dr iven

tree.
I  hese prob lems prompted the

Depar tment  lo  d raw up a  de ta i led
plah for the redevelopment of the

course is rather uncomfortable for
r  l imbers so a wooden ramp is
p lanned to be (  onsl ructed d i rect ly
under  the ladder .

been free of these problems. Some
sites however, have been beset by
problems caused by natural hazards.
one such s i te  is  the Cascades.

The Cascades

The Cascades is a very dltractive
area adlacent to some splendid
rapids on the Lefroy Brook south of
Pemberton. Set in the karri forest, it
was redeveloped in 1977 - at about
the same time as Cloucester Tree.
Soon after its transformation into a
wel l  des igned recreat ion area,  a f i re
burnt a great deal of the surrounding
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the Deep River. lt is one of three
shel lers  in  the Walpole region.  Ihe
other two are locdted at Mt.
Frankland and at  Fernhook Fal ls  and
are used frequentlv. Thev are left
open for the cbnveriience'of visitors
and are well cared for by those who
use rnem.

Chappel Eridge

Chappel Bridge is a newlydevelop-
ed recreation area about 25km west

methods of  logging and haul ing in
the area and lhe o ld t imber t ramway
is stil l easily seen.

30

around a loop in it. The reason for
bui ld ing the br idge was apparenl ly
to avoid I he exceedinglv steep hills
which the locos would otherwrse

Future Developments

Planned future developments are
designed to expla in the unique
features of the f6resr to the visitbrs
wi th the help of  se l f -euid ine car
tours, inforrhation sh?iters 

- 
and

A
Bur l t  f o r  bygone  l ogg ing  t r d f f i (  ,  t he  o td
Chappe l  B r i dge  . pans  t he  Donne l l y
R i ve r  nea r  t he  new ly  deve loped
recreat ion site. The site is a lso part ofthe
scen i c  B ibbu  lmu  n  Wa lk  T rack .

Loadine and unloadine areas and
stabl in{  fac i l i t ies wi l l  bdprov ided at
points  a long the t ra i i  for  tne
convenience of users.

In  addi t ion to these future dever-




