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Training of Foresters

C. E. l-ane-Poole

first Conservator of Forests.

Published 1921

... In every one ol the Stoles o/Auslrolio lhere is a vost cluontity ol work to be occomplished in repairing the damoge
doneby generotionsol exploitationand inprotectingand extending !he lorested areos so thot they sholl remoin
Dermanent ossets. BLtt without men who hove hod some speciol training lor the work, it is useless to enlerloin hopes
for the accomplishment ol the lask. So necessory is lhis lroining thal in euery Stote orrangenlents houe eilher been
mode or are in progress lor impartingthe necessary knowledge lo those who moy enter o forest school as
apprentices, with o view ol reoching higher grodes. Foreslry os a life colling lor youth ollerc mony ottractions. Alnlosl
the whole ol the work is in the open oir ond under conditions eminentlg suited lo physical and mentol heolth...

The cource olinstruction lor opprenticesat the school will extend ouer o period ollour years and the lollowing
oulline /urnishes some ideo of the scope and nature ol lhe trornng:

First Yeor . The successful applicontswill proceed to the Forest School lor Apprentices.
Subjects lor the lirst yeot:.

1. Elementory mothemotics. 2. Geology ond Physiography. 3 Botony (elementory) 4. Entomology

While engaged in procticol work in the lield printed leclureswill be lorworded to the opprentices lortnightly in the
subjects set oul Jor each yeor

Second Year In the second year the opprentices uill retLtrn to lhe school lor lwo months' troining.

On rcturning to procticol u-,ork in the bush, the boys will be ploced, os /or os possible, in locolities where they will
receiue troining in nursery and plontotion work.

The sub/ects to be stu<lied during the second year ore:'
I. Soiis- 2 Botony . syslematic ond economic 3 Surveying.4. Forestry Historg ond Volue.

Third Yeor In March ol the third year the opprentices will return to the school lor a lurther two months'
inslruclron.

On retLrning !o the 6ush the opprentices uriil, u-'here possibie, be employed in clossilication andworking plan suruey
u,c,rk.

Subjects lor third year:.
1. Sylviculture (including nursery work) 2. Mensurotion 3. VoluoLion- 4. Proteclion

Dttrig lhe lotrth geor the apprentice willbe ottached lo a dislrict horder to lean1, Ltnder the Dislricl Forest
C)llicer, the u.,hole ol Ihe roLttine work, ilcludingclerical work. general work and timber inspecliotl. He will be required
to sLlbmit indeDendent reports on mollers receiuing considerolion in lhe district Opporlunilies will be giuetl lor visiting
uoriors miils ond uood working induslries and prouision made lor continuous emplognent in ot least one sowmi...

Subjects lor lourth yeor:
l. Forest Monagentent ond Workig Plons 2 Utilization. 3- Transporl ond loresl engineering
4. Foresl Policy

Rote ol Poy Subject to (1n opprenlice possing lhe necessory exominolion, the lollowitg roles ol 1>oy will opply

First Yeor
Second Ye<r-
Third Yetn

9^ 

Fourth yetn 30s 0d. phrs i8s. subsistence o owonce per wee 

'r.||lRl

l2s 6d. p/us l8s. subsistence ollouonce per week.
I7s 6d. p/rrs l8s. subsistence dllowance per week.
22s.6d. plus 18s. subsislence allouonce per week.
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opportunity tor a paid
apprenticeship was loo good to
miss. Out of 60 or 70 lads lack
Thomson and Dick Perry were
chosen by C.E. Lane-Poole, later to
become the first Conservator of
Forests. They could ride well and
knew how to care for horses, and
these skills they were soon to
drscover, were vrtal...

The train jerked around a corner,
and Dick glanced up at the
looming karr i ,  overwhelmed bv h is
f i rs t  v iew of  some of  the ta l lest '
trees on Earth. The sun had come
out and filtered through the
gl is tening leaves down through the
dense,  OungenI  understorev and
onto the ric'h red loam of t h'e forest
floor. He was very observant,
t ra in ing  h imse l f  to  see manv oar ts
of the i iving forest in all i ts detail,

the realamount  of  t imber a lons
this area near the Blackwood River.
He had spent most of 1919 in the
camps a long the Blackwood,  h is
f i rs t  ass ignment  in  the bush.

I t  had been exc i t ing a l r ight .
Forester Cordon Parkes had met

then la te in  the n ight  the howl ing
had started, and eyes ringed the
dyinp f i re ,  and young Di ik  woke
up ararmeo."Don't worry, Dick", Cordon
had said, "just dingoes. They'll do
you no narm

Thev were eood davs in the busn
then,  fhose d iys in  the Sunkland.
There was no dieback, and much
of the forest hadn't vet been
explo i ted.

Lane-Poole was fiqhtine to set
control of all the tim-ber cinirie
both here and in the north. The

never run out of jarrah was the
common belief , and the wastage of
fine timber enormous.

The Blackwood River, even
twenty miles from the mouth was
fresh then,  dr in  kable,  and teeming
wi th l i fe .  prov id ing a d iet  o{  f resh
marron to the foresters. Evidence
of aboriginal occupation of the
area waist i l l  eas i ly  seen,  and l ike
them, the men of the classif icationof the living forest in all its detail,

committing it to.me-mory. In thecommit t ing i t  to  memorv.  In  the
jarrah fore i t  o f  the Sunkland he
had done th is ,  chain by chain,  acre
by acre,  mi le  by mi le ,  observ ing the
wor ld around h im,  not ing the
condition of the resource-, judging

The timber industry was very labour intensive, providinq emolovment for returned
serv icemen. r l re r  the  f  i r s r  Wor ld  War .  Note  lhe i i ze  o t  th I \  huge kar r i  log .
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' ' N 1 , r n u t ' 1 .  
h c  r s  i r  h t ' t t ' . l h c

p r  i s o n  , s r i r l  5 n r  A n r o t . r l . . t r t h t ' r '
r oL r f  r J ( , r l  I  l r t '  l ! h r t r ' -w . r \ l r ( ' ( l  \ l o l t ( '
w . r l l  o l  t h c  g . r r  T h t ' t i r o  i t t t e s l t ' t s
t  n l c r c r i l l r c  g . r l c n . t t  . r t t t 1  l h t '  t o t r
doo rs  i r t ' r c  i r r n r t ' t l i . r t t ' l r  c  l . t t r go t l
shu t  be l r i r r r l  t hc ' n r .  Th t '  r r ' . t t t l t ' t r
r ( ) \ ( ' t o  n r ( ' ( . 1  l h t ' n r . l h t ' n  5 n t
. \ n ro r . r l  beg , rn  t hc  l o l r g  l ) r o (  c \ \  o l
pc r : L r , r s i o | r  l o  g ( ' t  \ 1 . I r L r ( ' l  o t r l  ( ) l

l l  i son , l o t  l h i \  \  ou  r t g  l ) ( ' . l \ . t r r l  l ) o \
w , r \  \  l . r  I  I o  l l r ( '  I ' t ' r t r ' '  r r o t k  i t t  t h t '
P i l l l / \  l ) / / r . r \ l ( ' r  l ( ) r { ' \ l  o l  L i ' i r  . 1 .  Th l \
l r o r  r r . r '  o n i ' o l  l h i ' l . r . t  P t ' o p ) t ' i r t
Po r l u ! , J  1o  h . r r c  l r t ' r ' f  l . ] | l qh l  l h ( '
l r . r r l i l i o n . r  r r , r t  o i  i  l i n r b i n g  l l t t '
l o \ \ ' ( ' r  i n  ! l ,  s t  r  . l i !  l r  I  p  n t '  t  r  t ' e : .  \ \  i l  l r

l L r s l  . r  '  n * l c  r opc  oop i ' r l  , t r oL t t t t l
h i s  l t ' t . t  l n  . r  i i g L r r  c  o l  c  g h t . l h t ' l . t r l
i , r ' o r l r l , r  r ] l i t r l  r u n  l r l )  l l r ( ' l f r l r l k
t ( ' . 1 (  l r [ r g  l l r ( '  l ( ) ] )  ( ) i  l l r ( '  l r ( ' ( ' J
h u n r l t r ' i l  i c t . l  l r  o n r  l l r ( ' S r o u n ( l  i l r
l r - s s  t l r , r n  h . r l l  t l r ( ' t i n r ( ' I l r . r t  L ) i c L

r roL r l r l  t . r f . r '  u \ i n  g  l l r ( '  (  L r l t  l ) ( ' r  \ (  )  r r r ( '
r  l i n r b  n g  . r r l t l r ' r ' . r n r l  t o n '  I ' r t ' t t  . t l
6 - l  D i (  k  t ' c  \  ! \ . r \  1  I  ( ' r oL r ,4h  1 ( )
t  l i n t l r  r p  t o  . r  r l o l c t r  l t c r ' r  . r  r l . t r .
l r L  r l  I  h  i s  w . r s  no I  c f  o t t g  h .  T l r  t '  I ) t ' t  t  t  '
t r I r i ' r  o r  i n , ;  l o  l h t , r ' r t r l o l  l l t c  I
( o l l ( ' ( I  f g . l ) r o s f . l r l l t l l t ' , t t l i l ' l i L l  l r . l t l
n t , l l t !  \ ( ' ( ' ( l \ . j t t ( 1  \ (  ( ) t t \  1 { )  (  o  ( ' (  L
\ . - . r  ' , | , , . r 1 , 1 . l  , l ,  " l i  ,

\ 1 . r r l r r ' l  . r n r l  r r  i l l l r r r l  h i '  h r '  p . r t t i l
. r l r  l l r  t ] r ' r  u o L r l r l  n t ' r c t  l r . n t '
g , r t l r r l r c ' r l  t h c  l ) r ( l \  l o r  g r . r l l  r r S .
ron t ' '  l o r  s t ' c i l  . t n r l  po l  t ' t t  o l  115
l r (  ( ' . .  t h . r l  l i n . r l l r  t t ' . t  l l ' t l  \ L t ' 1 t . t  . ,
T h c  P t ' r t r . u o r l r l u . r l I  r r r  l t  ' '

t h t o L r g l r  t h i s  l l L r , ; ( ' l ( ) r L ' \ l  i t t  \ ( ' . l r (  l r
o i  l l r r '  l r . l  l  i r  L r  . l  t r ( ' ( ' \  l  l l . r l  ! \  ( ) r i  (  l
p r o r  i c l r '  p c t l t ' t  I  l r c c r l i t t g ' l o r  (  l o t
t l r ( '  l r ( , ( '  l ) r ( ' r ' ( l  n g  l ) r ( ) g r . t r r r r r r ( '
b c i n g  c o n r l L r r  l ( ' ( l  . r l  h o n r ( ' i n  l h ( '
r l r s ( ' r \ ' . l l  \ \ ' . t t t n r ' t oo  D  r  L  . t t r i i
K . r t  h  u o u l r l t , s t . r l r  l s h  t  h c i t
l r i ' . r  r  i ng , : ,  . r  nc1  n r . r  t  t  l r  o l l  t l ou  r t

' L r ' , ,  L  l , ,  r  .  . t  . r l  . , l "
! \ ' , r l (  l l  l ( ) r  l l t ( ' l ) ( ' r l r ' (  I  l r ( ' ( ' .  r r l
g ( ' l r ( ' l  (  l ( ' l 1 r \ . l l r ( '  J )  t ] \

l ) h ( ' r l ( ) l f J ) 1 '  .  L ) l r l  ( ) l  ( ' \ ( ' r \  ( l L l . l r 1 (  r
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( ) n  \  ( ) | ( ' ! 1 . t \  ( t ( ) ( ) ( 1 ( , | ( ) u l l t  I ( )

P r o r  i r l i '  l l r t '  c r . r i t '  i ( ) r  l u t u r ( '  l ) i n ( '
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( ' \ \ r , t t 1 t . l
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Emp loyed  i n  1917  Mr  D i ck  Pe r r y
worked for { i f ty years in the Forests
Depa r tmen t  t h16ugh  thc  f o rma l i ve
years of forestry in Western Auslral ia.

The programme was winding up
and thir Peirys worked hard to-
record all field data and package
the samoles for  a i r  f re ieht ine out  of
Lisbon. bf all the foresi serr)ices irr
Austra l ia  and New Zealand that
were sent the scions, only the
Western Australian Forests
Department had success at grafting
and orooaeatins the Portuqueseand propagating the Portuguese
stock.  Dick Perrv is  an o ld man nPerry is  an o ld man now

Perth home, and someone wi l l
arrive with a bucket of termites for
Dick to identify. Over the years,
Dick Perry has become one of
Western Australia's lead ing
authorities on termites, has
collaborated in the writinq of a boox
on these interesting insecis, and
advises on their habits and
characteristics. You may even find
him, the boy whose formal
education stopped two years short of
the junior ceriil icate, beht over his

microscope in his study, surrounded
by books - on entomofogy, poetry,
torestry, botany, h rstory, Senetrcs,
and so on.  The d iar ies of  Ernest  Ci les

thr i l l  o f  fo l lowins the exolorer .  o f
finding one of th"e party/s cairns. Hrs
animated, expansive and often
hu morous conversation f lows on,
exploring many subjects, touched
with the wisdom of 80 years of
rearn In8.

"But  remember ,  l 'm not  h in8
specia l , "  he says.  "We're a l l
p ioneers s t i l l  in  Western Austra l ia
you know".

Helen Bradbur




