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STATE & PRIVATE PINE FORESTS

IN WESTERN AUSTRALIA
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Forest Manaeement

It is sometimes argued that we
should not be todconcerned at
this and that we can always import
the timber we need f rom
somewhere else. However,
foresters maintain that we should
aim to be more or less self-
su f f i c ien t  in  t imber  p roduc ts  as  i t  i s
expensrve to transport trmber to
Western Australia and futu re

24

maintaining much needed jobs in
rurat areas.

It should also be remembered that
it is not possible to create a forest
overniqht. To meet a forseen qap in
t imbeiavai lab i l i ry  30 vears heicb i t
is necessary to plint.tbday.

l f  a f ter  severa l  years of  p lant ing,
new evidence comes to hand to

Our forests are managed for a
varietv of uses, as theie are many
other demands on them besidei

low salinity. The forests are also
used for r6creation, for the

forest has also been cleared for
powerlines, roads and dams.

Al l these th ings mean that  akhough
we have some two million hectares
of State forest, only about half of
that area can be used orimarilv for
wood production. ln ilrder thit we
can set aside some forest to preserve
scenic vistas and examples of
natural and u ndisturbed
vegetation, we must manage the
remaining forest intensively to
maximizdits wood produciion and
meet consu mer demand.

mature.

sustained yield. Unfortu nately, it
w i l l  take us many,  many years to
achieve that goal in our native
forests, and ii order to achieve it,
we must drastically reduce the
sawlog cut in these forests over the
next 30-60 years.

ln order to remain more or less
self-sufficient in sawn timber
products, it is intended to offset
this decline in hardwood supplies
with Western Australian grown
pine.
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north of Perth arou nd Yanchep
and Wanneroo,  o r  sou th  o f
Busse l ton  on  the  low p la teau
known as  the  Su n  k land.

The  Su  nk land

Because there is  insuf f ic ient
farmland read i ly  avai lab le and
because funds for land purchase
are l imi ted,  the p ine forest
esta b l ish ment  proqramme is  now
conr enl ra led ih  rhe Sunkland.  This
project involves the conversion of
some 60 000 ha of the 283 000 ha of
nat ive forest  in  the Sunkland tc ,
pines, over a period of about 30
years. The project has been
examined and approved by the
E nv i ronmenta I  Protect ion

especia lly the kangaroos, are
undergoinq a populat ion "boom '

due to the idd i t i6na I  food
provided by the clover used to
improve the soi l  fer t i l i ty  in  the ear ly
years ot  prne Srowth.

< A s l  y l ine cable logging sysrem is
emp lo l cd  t o  t h rn  p i ne .  i n  l he . t eep
coun t r y  o f  r he  B lac lwood  Va l l ey .

I  F . r r r n l . r n t l  i n  r hc  B l , r , l t \ oo , l  \ , r  l c r  has  bcen  bough t  b1 ,  t he  f o res t s  Dep . r f t n l . n l  t o  be
p l l n tec l  w i t h  p i nes .  The  so i l s  i n  l h i s . r r ea  a re  exce l l en t  I o r  B row ing  P i r r ( / '  r r ( / i r l r

t

I  These  e igh t - yea r -o ld  rad ia ta  p i ne  have  been  h igh  p runed  to  imp rove  t imbe r  qua l i t y .
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Other Funct ions of
Pine Forests

Although the p ine forests  have one
main [unct ion.  which is  to  produce
wood for us in the most efficient
way,  lhey do have o lher  importanr
fu nct ion i  and values.  5ome pine
forests, such as those on the coastal

These same forests are aiso used in
some areas for horse or trail bike
r id ing,  or  just  for  walk ing.  Young
pine forests are not too attractive
for recreation (although they are
attractive to some native an imals
and birds) but as the forests are
thin ned and grow older they
oecome rncreasrnSly attractrve to
peopre.

Pine forests do nol hdve the same

pinaster forests has enabled the
white tailed black cockatoo to
bui ld  i ts  populat ion to far  greater
levels  than i t  was before.  ln  some
pine forest r  the nat ive understorey
shrubs are present  most  of  the
t ime,  so that  nat ive insects and the
small birds which feed on them

5u nk land,  the mosaic of  p ine and
jarrah forest provides a great
d ivers i ty  of  fau na habi tat .

mature, as is the case in South
Australia, where it has been founo

Exotic Trees

The pines may be welcomed in
those areas such as the coasta lp latn
where tall forests have never
grown. But in some areas where
native forest is being converted to
pines the verdant colour of the
exotic conifers contrasts with the

l  In  the  p inas ter  p ine  fo res t  a t  Cnangara
near Perth, areas have been \et aside
for recreation purposes. Trail bike
riding is one of those activit ies.

Creen p ines  cont ras t  w i th  the  du l le r  g rev /green euca lvp ts  o f  the  na t ive  hardwood
forests. This area in t he Blackwood Valley h1s been plarined ro provide rtr ip. of native

Y forest as corridors for fauna.




