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The towering Pinus pinaster trees
of Portugal which are now -
growing in Western Australia were
traditionally climbed with a single
rope looped around the feet 01g
the climber. In this way, seeds and
scions were collected zor
transporting to Australia. See
“Pioneers: A Profile”, page 11.
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The Pilbara environment - dramatic beauty.

Award for Conservator

The Conservator of Forests in Western
Australia, Mr Bruce James Beggs, was
awarded the Imperial Service Order in the
Queen’s New Year Honours list.

The citation said in part that Mr Beggs has
had a distinguished career in the public
service of the State. His personal
contribution over some thirty years to the
development of forestry has{neen of
inestimable value,

Conservator of Forests since 1972, Mr Beggs
has been most successful in bringing
forestry into the “environmental age”
through active promotion of the principles
of multi-use management of the State’s
forestry areas.

As Conservator, he has had an active
involvement in timber utilization and the
promotion of a policy of integrated timber
harvesting, stimulation of research into the
broad aspects of land management and co-
ordination of research efforts.

Atboth the State and National levels Mr
Beggs has played a prominent role with a
variety of torestry and conservation related
organizations, and is held in the highest
regard by all within this field.
lan Laurance, M.L.A.
Minister for Forests
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It was 1919, and early spring in the karri country - a
time when the forest drips with misty rain, and the
dank scent of wattle and bossiaea mingles with the
ever-present smoke from wood stoves and sawdust
piles. Wood was the mainstay then - the “never-
ending” source of most trade and employment in
the south-west. Ex-servicemen queued at scattered
mill offices around the south wanting work, and
getting it. Manjimup, although quite small, was the
centre of the timber trade in this region, and was

sited at the junction of several rail lines from places
like Deanmill and Jardee and Pemberton further to
the south. On one side of the main street was the
railway station from where the felled giants lurched
off down the track in hundreds of sawn sections to
the capital and the ports. Opposite was the hotel

where other felled “giants” lurched through swing

doors after too much beer and too many days in the

EUSE, or the war that had ended the year before - or
otn.
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Landscape No.5. Trees in Australia
often grow in striking relief to the
harsh landscape. Eucalyptus
dichromophloia, known as the
variable-barked bioodwood was
photographed near Mt. Bruce by
Cliff Wintield from the Forests
Department, Como.
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C. Winfield,

Uses of Pine Timber

The products we get from the pine
forest are many and varied. The
best large logs are used for the
manufacture of pine veneer for
wall panelling or for furniture. The
bulk of the output from mature
pine forests is sawlogs for the
production of building timber of
various types. For this purpose it is
easier to use than the jarrah we are
used to using in Western Australia.

Progerly Frepared pine buildin
er is less inclin

tim ed to twist, does

not shrink and is much easier to cut

and nail than jarrah. Already pine ) e : T g

timber can be seen being used in : poss— | = ih : S —. 3
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Young pine forests also yield large Particle board, made from pine !
uantities of small, low quality logs thinnings, is produced at the Dardanup

that are removed from the forest to Particle Board factory.
promote the growth of the best

trees that are kept until they are

mature. These small logs are used

for the production of particle

board_in large automated_modern Clover is planted to improve soil b
factories such as the Wesfi plant fertility at the time of planting pines in
near Bunbury, or they are treated the Sunkland.

with preservative and used for

fence posts and rails. Treated pine

posts and rails are often used in

parks and recreation areas, as well

as for farm fencing. A pine log is peeled for making veneer

; . bottom left).
In the future, it is possible that { )

some of this material may be used

in a paper pulp factory. Pine veneer drying immediately after
production. The veneer is|p0pu|'arly
I

used for furniture and wall panelling. ¥
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C. Winfield
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NOTABLE TREES
OF PERTH

by Barney White

New settlers in strange lands
bring with them new influences, be
they ideas, skills, animals, plants,
etc. The Swan River Colony, later
to become the metropolitan area
of Perth, the capital of Western
Australia, was no exception. The
harsh feel and smoky blue colour
of the native vegetation, so well
adapted to the rigours of an
ancient, sun scorched, nutrient
drained landscape must have made
the new settlers yearn for the softer
greens of their homelands. The
planting of many exotic tree
species, for amenity as well as
commercial purposes, was
predictable. Surprising, however, is
the fact that even the early
introductions were not confined to
species of European origin.

Of the earlier introductions two
species stand out - Moreton BaK Fig
(Ficus macrophylla) and Norfol
Island Pine (Araucaria excelsa).
Neither of these species comes
from Europe. The fig is native to
the tropical and sub-tropical
seabord of Queensland and New
South Wales, and the pine is
endemic to Norfolk Island, some
1400 kilometres off the Australian

<t

The Moreton Bay Fig arching over
Murray Street forms partofthishistorical
locale in the city.

G. Pead,
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