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occur r ing  a t  a  t ime when the
co lonv  was despera te  lo r  an
incre ise  in  expbr ts  to  he lp  ba lance
its trade.

Corernor  Hu l l .  de l i \  e t rng  . t  .peec  h
, r t  the  open ing  o f  the  leg i : la t i ve
Cou nc i l  on  15  Ju  ne ,  1843,  sPoke o l
the  enormous imba lance o f  t rade

Once coated with sandalwood
powder, joss sticks (rear) are set to dry
in  the  sun.  Th is  fac to rY a t
But te rwor th ,  PenanS,  a lso  uses  the
powder  fo r  mak ing  insec t  repe l l ing
co i l s  ( fo reground) .

could not  cont inue to t rade under
such r  i rcumstant  es and thal  i t  was
essent ia l  that  some add i t iona I
commoditv be exported to helP
overcome the imbalance.

be possib le to  se l l  large quant i t ies
of  i i  in . [ng land at  "enormous

p r r c e s .

I t  is  no wonder then,  that  uPon
receiv ing the repon.  the Covernot
hastened Io  In  l t la le  enqu l r les  ln lo
the  poss ib i l i t y  o f  exPor t ing
sanda lwood to  the  Far  Ed '1 .  A t  lhe
same t ime he  no t i f  ied  the  se t t le rs
of the reDort and instructed them
not  to  burn  or  use  sanda lwood fo r
anv other  ourpose,  but  when
c lear ing td s ta i  k  i t . r ' ' ide dnd h. rve i l
available for export when required

Ear lv  in  1845 a  group o f  se t t le rs  se t
a  bout  es tab l i s l i i ng  a  sanda lwood
trade themselves. As an
eroer imen l  the t  sh iPPed four  lon '
to ihe  Far  Eas t  and were  de l igh ted
to  re te ive  [o t  i t  wh. ] t  w , ls  then the
excellent price of $20 per ton So
began Western Australia's
san-da lwood industrY.

ton .

7

:

Sanda lwood  a t  t he  f oo t  o f  W i l l i am  S t ree t ,  r eady  f o r  sh ipmen t  t o  Ch ina ,  1864
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freisht, which was $8.25 to China
and$+.50 to Singapore, and
commission on sales, there was not
much left for them. lt was shown
that exDenses, without the
Covernment's charges, amounted
to $17 per ton.

A meetinq was held in luly, 184ti,
between ihe Governor, the Chief
Secretary, the Chairman of the
Central Board of Works and

sandalwood had virtually saved the
colonv and that it was ridiculous to
aggravqte the PeoPle engaged in
the trade.

The Governor agreed to drop the
tax aqain but heietained the
licenies and the toll. lt was also
aereed at the meeting to meet the
ctallenee f rom como.-etitors bvchallenee f rom comottitors bv
exoortiie a better clhss of los, iexportiig a better of log, and
to put an-end to the practice-of
baitering sandalwood for tea; a
oractice. it seems. that was morr

Camels were introduced to the sandalwood industry early this century..As
sandalwood became more diff icult to find near towns, railway l ines.and
waterholes the camels' capacity to survive without water or specaal teed proved
invaluable to the trade.

practrce, , that was more

There were other diff iculties to be
contended with. Bush{ires, for
instance, must often have caused
concern bv burn ing the scrub on
which the bullocks-could be

{or the team were essential, and

pretty pea-flowered plant that was
iatal io stock and which stil l grows
abundant ly  in  the Dar l ing Range.

In time, reg!lar stoPPing Plac€s
and roidsiEe inns *ere Eitablished
along the roads; but the Pioneer
sandilwooders o{ the 1840s would
have had to fend for themselves. lt
is not to be wondered at then that,

money they made comPensated
for it. Certainly it helped the
colonv at a tinie wheh such help
was s<irely needed

Taxes - and the Industry Declines

Governor Hutt had been
succeeded by Governor Clarke in
1846 and thehew Governor,

Not lone afterwards the Covernor
reintroduced, and had passed into
law, his tax on sandalwood.

For the settlers this was the "last

straw".5ome even threatened to
leave the colony over the harsh
taxes. Thev claimed that a{ter
paying taxes, tolls and licences plus

hdvantaieous to the merchants in
China tlian to localexporters.

lslands, but whatever the cause the
sandalwood bubble had burst so
far as Western Australla was
concerned. After 1848 no more
sandalwood was exported for eight
vears; except for 219 tons in 1851.
ihe trade was resumed in 1857
when 280 tons were exported.

The Trade Resumes

penalcolony. By 1857 about 5000
ionvicts had arrlved and in the
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Waiting for the ship in the 1890s.

Wi th  compet i t ion  f rom Ind ia  thus
reduced Ioca l  expor ts  inc reased
dra  ma t i ca  l l v ,  a lmost  t reb l ing
between 1872 and 1882. ln ihe

After 1BB2 exports dropped away
and though th  i s  was  somet imes
due to  marke t  fac to rs ,  such as  a  fa
in  demand fo l low ing  oversu  pp ly ,
o r  o r r ts ide  events  l i ke  the  S ino-
Japanese War  o f  1884,  the  main
cause was the  inc reas ing  d i f f i cu l ty
(  u I l  e rs  wer  e  h . r  \  ing  in  lo t  a  t ing  neu
s tands  o f  sanda lwood;  i t  hav ing
been; r lmost  cu t  ou t  t rom
accessible areas.

roo l \  were  u t i l i zed  too ,  and then i t
b e c . r m e  c u ' l o m a r v  t o  p u l l t h e  t r e e
out oy rts roots.

The more  de termined cu t te rs  -  o r
pu l le rs  -  were  push ing  fu r ther  ou t
beyond the  se i t led  areas  in  the i r

surveyors, who came later, were
a b le  to  fo l low the  t racks  they  had
made and to  se t  up  the i r  bases  on
the  we l ls  and water  ho les  the
cutters had esta blished.

Meanwhi le ,  th ings  had changed
down in  the  cap i ia l ,  too .  By  the
1860s there were many boats on

reasonab le  to  assume tha t
Cuild{ord retained its share of the
trade.

Teams coming down f rom
Toodvay, the Victoria Plains, York
and Nor tham and beyond,  and
Beverley and the Dale would there
transfer their wood on to the boats
at the busv riverside wharf, thus
sav ing  themse lves  the  long t rek
down to  Fremant le .  Whatever
merchand ise  they  requ i red  fo r
back  load ing  cou ld  be  purchased
too ,  i rom s to res  a t  Gu i ld fo rd .  l t

been unnecessarily dry, for by that
t ime there  were  roads ide  inn i  a t
Mahogany Creek ,  The Lakes  and
the  N ine teen Mi le  on  the  York
Road and a t  Ba i lup  on  the  Toodyay
K O a O .

However, this whoie scene was to

in 1879, and {rom Ceraldton inland
to  the  Murch ison go ld f ie lds .  Those
ra i lways  were  to  p lay  an  impor tan t
and la r l ing  ro le  in  the  expans ion  o f
the sandafwood industry.

The open ing  o f  the  Eas tern
Cold f ie lds  R; i lway  in_  1896 gave
access to vast areas ot uncut
sandalwood country hitherto
inaccessible and the cutters were

n

:
E



t

a

's.raraqtu8 pooMlEpups o) alpls aqt ]o eare lse^ e dn pauado spgartploB pue llaqteaL1m atlt ot tre,u1re.r aqt lo SurLr.rof aqf

,4luerodual ararrr oq,u s.rol:adso-rd

^ aurnuJb.roJ In) lPnuuP dq.t Jo
JBPIUJJ.TJO P pd^lJSJ.] luatxl.tpdJc

ol paulnl slJulul InJ)SJJ)nS
sqJl Jrl) jo aulos Lol pedoq

pPLl llP oPPropll aLll bulpull ul
papaaJJns lnlpuBq P Aluo'sarlauru

aql ur ,,splarJ aLi),, ot Paqsnl oq^1
uau.r Jo spuPsnoql ^uPul aql Jo

'a;qelrene salqeta8a,r

]nq 'asrnor 
Jo stapoo,Mlppuus loJ

lsnl lou - ssaullrJo sasnptr urpr.u ar]l
a.ra,M sarlj puP ralPM puq 'latp jood

'luanbarlur lou ara,r,r
uorlf,aJUr puP stuaprr:y proqd,41

'lseal 1B su,Mol aL{} ur 'pup Ara}uaslp

'saL!oll lllqsaIPLu.ro sluJl ul J^rl
ol puP ourPJ;ur^oru dJd\i ol pPrl
'^Ir\(a)eu 

Jo llrls^JrlI Jlrl Alauol
'pleq P lllls sB^ llos :su,Mol eql

tUoJJ tno rJqIjn, PUP rJLllrnJ a^ol!
ot pPq sallnJ aLll puB tno ln)

uoos (PM sdurl Jrll ol JsolJ Poo,l\
^ aql .ra-^JMoH sAP,!llrPr aqt Aq

I qdnojq sabPluP^PP Jrlt.roJ asrno)
]o ldarxa :so8 pue s0lg! aLll

Jo sralln) aql lo )Pqt urorJ luJrJllrp
A.rJ^ OS UJJq J^Prl lou plnO^

rPM lPar3 aLll arolaq sllt.l]srP
uraL{lnos iPar9 puP sPlarlplof

aq1 ur s.rapooMlPpuPs Jo ajtl aLll

'pa1su1 ploB atrllns uo,u,{1r<ua
Jql alrq.M seqsnr ploB aqt urBururol

sralln) ol enp,sP,rl saDauru alPj
aql urauP,4 ArPlooual eql sdPqlad

z9Bltl
9tlsl
8€'65
vz9t9
09686
OO9 L€ L
92llg
0989t
0z€r9
0r tsB
$ ur enlPA

t988
5605
m0,
6tw
zsSs
8t89
LS8€
na4
868€
9lls

suol

LO6L
006t
6681
8681
168l
95BL
9681
t68t
€6BL
z68L

's,{ u,ra I rul
aql ,o buruado aqt qlr,M sruuJ

lPqt on-ljro uaPpns JLlt uaq) PUP 's06 ̂lrPa aql ur Bururl)aP uaJq PPq
ePP.rl aql ,Moq Moqs qlqM '46t

-268[ apPJap aql roJ.sJjnbrl uooxa
aql ur palJaljar ̂lrP€lJ srpa#o
aql srq) uo azrlPlrdu: ot q:rnb

I a:l



down on the i r  luck .  L iccnccs  fo r
smal l  qu ln  t i r i cs  were . rssurd  to
such men to  enab lc  thern  io  e ,  n
enough to  l i ve  on  fo r  a  wh i le ,  un t i l
they  were  agarn . rn  { r  posr t to r - t  lo
su pport themselv,cs irom ,
p rospcc t rng  and l rom work | I rg
the  i r  "shows .

From t in ]e  to  t in re ,  cu t tc rs

t ransac t ions .  l t  wasn ' t  long  be fore
the  midd lemen wcre  exp lo i t inq  the
producers  -  o r  so  r t  was  c la rmec l .

In  '1909,  
James Mi lchc l l ,  the

Min is tc r  fo r  Lands  and Ag r i cu  l tu  re
wrote to thc Sccretary of WoocJs
and Fores ts ,  wh ich  was a  sec t ion  o f

Ke lso  f . r i led  to  see thn t  thc rc  w ls
a n y  p r o b l e m . '  { L . o r d i n g  l o  h i r n ,
1908 hnd been i  ne . I  re (or ( l  )e , r |  ,
the  bes t  s incc  1BB2;  the  pr ice  was
q o v e r n c d  b 1  t h e  p r i c e  r e c e i r c d  i n
' '  

lhe t . ts t  i  td Si l | tL l . t l ! \  oot l  wJ!

bc ing  broug h t  cJown I ronr
Kookyn ie  to  F  rcmin t le  (808
k  i lomet res)  . t  a  p ro f  i t .  About  $14 to
$16 n  ton  on  r i l i l  . t  F ren . ran t le  was
alw.rvs consicierecl .r good price in
thc  E is te rn  Co ld f ie lds  and abou t  $2

l ines  and the  t imbcr  t ramways was
an impor tan t  fac to r  in  thc  supp ly

Wood and gold - hand in hand

Charlie Cable come< from a l ine o{ eolcl orospector5 dnd
pioneers. His grandfather wds on lhe Cali[ornian goldfields and in
ihe tastern StJtes 

"rushes 
. hi> [ather wa> identif ied with every

goldfield in We>tern Au,tralia lrom the Kimberley to Kurnalpi.
)nd Charlie himsel{ worked severa/ mines, the chie[ one at

2B
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I t  was whi le  inspect ing an o ld
olantat ion at  Mecker ing that  he
hoticed that all of the sandalwood

trees that had survived, were
growing c lose to raspberry- jam
lrees.  He assumed lhe " iam t ree5
were host  p lants and the
sanda lwood trees parasites. Lane-
Poole sent the Covernment
Botanist C.A. Gardener to
invest igate th is  {ur ther .  Cardener
conf irried Drake-Brockman's
theory and wrote a paper  on the
sublect for the Royal Society.

These investigations led Lane-
Poole to believe that sandalwood
trees could be grown successfully
in  p lantat ions i ihost  species,  of
which it was soon discovered there

were several, were planted with
them. To obtain seed with which t<-r
\ l , r r l  lhe [ i rs t  p lantat ions,  an appeal
was made to school children to
supply  them at  s ixpence per  pound
(about  12 cents per  k i logramme).
in his book Thb Turniri-g Wheel".
Drake-Brockman said that the nuts
rolled in like a brown avalanche
until there were tons more than
could possibly be used and the
offer had to be cancelled-
After the war, there was a boom in
sandalwood and many men joined
the industry. The demand was
always around 6000 tons per year,
but in 192014355 tons were cut and

s l u m p
in 1921. 10839 tons. lnevitablv a
slumo followed. Laree stocki builtslump followed. Large stocks bu
up at  t remant le  and r t  was years
bbfore this stockpile was cleared.
Cla ims about  the Chinese Ring
controlling the market re-emdrged
and Lane-Poole sent Drake-
Brockman to China to trv to
unravel the s i tuat ion theie.  This  he
soon succeeded in doing. He
found that 80% of China's total
an nual requirements came trom
Western Austra l ia  and that  whi le  in
WA it bought from $16 to $24 per
ton,  i t  wasio ld in  China at  $100 to
$200. He reported that while the
cutters in Western Australia, who
roughed it in lonely camps in dry
ano rsotateo areas, recerveo no

exporters from Western Australia
made a huge profit.

So much for the mysterious
Chinese Ring.

Drake-Brockman proposed that
the cutters and tha wbstern
Australian Government shou ld
benefit more from the industry. He
considered that even if the royalt,
was increased sharply, it should not

Preparing sandalwood for stacking at
Fremdntle in the 1920s. Note the marks
on the wood made by the use of an
adze to clean the bark and the
sapwood from the stem. Now
sandalwooders are obliged to remove
the  bark  on ly .

6

E

6

n

E

An oversupply of sandalwood stockpiled at Fremantle in the 1920s.
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