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The historic use of iarrah - 3 miles of water front street paving in Hastings, England
(.1897), and wharves and sheds at Fremantle (1902). Y

As early as -1903, Millars Karri &
Jarrah Co. of England were
extolling the virtues of jarrah in a
pamphlet  designed " to br ing to
the notice of engineers, and
others, the suitability o{ Western
Australian ... jarrah (Eucalyptus
marginatat  for  engineer ing works.
street paving and all other
purposes where hardwood is
required." Photographs depicted
city road construction using jarrah
paving b locks and dock works
using jar rah p i les,  and the text
a l luded to the t imber 's  remarkable
"imperviousness to destructive
(mar ine and land)  insects and
damp." The timber's strength and
fire resistance were also promoted
in its use for warehouse
construct ion and ra i lway s leepers.

Indeed, subsequent use proved
the useful life of jarrah sleepers to
average 50 years in London's tube
rail system. Notwithstanding the
timber's workmanlike qualities, the
company also demonstrated
jarrah's versatility by using it to
dress their office frontage, and
made mention ol its use for
cabinet  and ar t  work.  They
compared jarrah's grain and colour
wi th h igh c lass mahogany -  four
lines in the corner of the 20 page
'ut i l i ty 'promot ion.

Patterns unchanged
Today, after ninety year's trading,

utilization patterns are beginning
to change. Though still favoured
for it: durability - lerr lhan 5?o o[
the total jarrah logged is used lor
iurniture production - there is a
growing awareness of the need to
bener  ut i l ize the dwindl ing
hardwood resource. Creater
emphasis  is  now being p laced on
the use of  jar rah in  h igher  pr iced
wood products. Last year the
Forests Department instigated
research into improved seasoning,
us ing a Harvey k i ln  designed ten
years a8o to promote better pine
ut i l izat ion.

Albeit a Iate start for the industry
in  genera l ,  many ind iv idual
craftsmen have, over the years,
grown to cherish jarrah's finer
qual i t ies.  Fxcel lent  p ieces of  jar rah
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Fremantle luthier Scott Wise, at work in his studio.

Musical instrument made from jarrah by
Fremantle luthier Scott Wise. I

Bright note
In a neighbouring studio, Scott

Wise shares many of Michael's
construction problems in his
chosen craft as a luthier. A
musician by profession, Scott
started his craft career repairing
the stringed instruments of fellow
musicians. Over the years his craft
knowledge and musicianshiP have
expanded side by side.

Scoft now specializes in the
manufacture of instruments such
as acoustic Suitars, mandolas,
dulcimers and lutes, using a variety
of native timbers. Jarrah features
predominantly in the construction
as head stocks, finger boards and
the binding on edges.

Like Michael, Scott has had to
make many of his own tools and
jigs. He uses a bandsaw to quarter
cut boards to 5mm thick and then
thickness sands them to between
2-2.5mm. Steam forming timber
this thick, Scott has crafted many
of the smaller instruments
completely from jarrah.
Unfortunately, the larger acoustic
guitars require a more resonant
wood for the face, but the contrast
here, between the dark curves of
the iarrah and the fair skin of the
face, is magnificent. The tone too
is beautiful, and Scott believes
jarrah has tremendous potential as
an instrument wood.

"lt has colour, stability and gives
sood sound," he said. "With

6ractise it can be worked, and I
have set my heart on carving a
name for myself as a luthier using
.jarrah and other contrasting West
Australian timbers."

Finding suitably milled and
seasoned timber has been a maior
oroblem for each of these
craftsmen. "With so little of the
total jarrah cut being used for
furniture manufacture in the Past,
it has taken time to persuade
millers to take our tequirements
seriously," said Ed Janes. 

'TheY

basically cut for construction
materials, with little thought Siven
to quarter-sawing or controlled
seasoning."

scoft Wise agreed. "Green

timber needs to be carefully
seasoned," he said. "l store some
jarrah for up to six years, so
selecting the right piece is vital. I
used to spend days at a mill waiting
for the reouired sections to come
through the system, and often
found it easier to salvage from old
flooring and outdated furniture."

Wirh their difficulties, however,
thev also share their satisfactions.
Ed,'Michael and Scott inspire
others with their work and
continue to demonstrate to many
the previously unimagined beauty
and versatility of jarrah.

New age
Attitudes are changing in the

milling industry according to Allan
Forbes, special projects officer with
Bunning Bros. (Pty) Ltd. "Past

practice was to cut for recovery,"
he said in a recent interview, "but

we are now changing the
utilization oattern to account for
market changes".

"Logically, the next step in
upgrading the market value of
larrah is the improved seasoning of
better grades, for furniture and
decorative work. Bunnings are
working on this and have
dovetailed their research with the
Forests Department's studies at
Harvey," he said. Begun in late
1982, in direct response to the

Allan Forbes
Special Project Officer
Bunnings Bros. Ltd.
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