AN UNEXPLAINED DISORDER TN WANDOO,
by F. D, deger. .

Patches of dying Wandoo have been noticed recently in
the Basternmost parts of the Gleneagle Division.

‘ The disorder has been noted both in virgin and cut-over
forest as well as close to settlement or well within the forest belta
The occurrences are usually small, but one of 10 acres was found
near the Dale River. Separate occurrences have been noted as far
apart as the 60 mile on the Albany Road, and the area mentioned
above near the Dale-Brookiton Road.

At first sight these patches lock much like dying Jarrah
areas. They differ markedly, however, in that the understorey does
not always die and that dense vigorous Wandoo regeneration up to 15°
in height occcurs on most areas. The typical poor condition of
surrounding crovms common to dying Jarrah 1s not seen. Generally
the trees within a year die from an appaerently healthy condition.

There is no macroscopic evidence of fungal attack nor
can the deaths be attributed to Lire. : _

These arcas are spreading and more trees die each year.
The leaves die and all the bark is shed in the one year with indive-
idual deaths occurring at least from July to December and perhaps
throughout the year., Most of the patches have been found to ccecur
on the middle and lower slope, but rarely own the flats.

Any one or combination of .a number of factors may be
responsible, but a suggestion that they are salt toxilcity deaths
is difficult to credit since at% least two important occurrences
are within well stocked Torest arcas. '
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