—_—

-l

- BLACKVIOOD AS A KARRI FOREST UNDERSTCREY,
' : by J. C. Meachem. o

Foresters in the Karri forest have long had in mind the
introduction of an understorey or complementary species with special
characteristics not found in our native hardwoods or recognised
exotic softwoodss Trials of Redwood (S. sempervirens), Cypress Pine
(Ce cupressiformis), and Douglas Fir are interesting, but not yet

romising' of practical application. Recent inspections of Blackwood
?Acacia melanoxylon), give cause for optimism. Spot sowings at
Big Brook in 1928 under open virgin Karri and presumably on a recent
burn, produced a number of trees of indifferent form which now
measure up to 60 inches g.b.h. and 70 feet in height. At approxim-
ately 10 years of age the originals commenced regenerating and today
each tree has colonised an apea of up to half an acre in extent. The
progeny are of good form, straight boles to LO feet being not un-
common. Rate of growth varies considerably but some stems are
developing rapidly. At lesgt some of the young trees are root sudkers
which have gained an initial boost from the parent root system.

A colony of several zcres has developed on Quinninup Brook
from a few old trees on an adjacent farm. Here the progeny appear to
be mainly secdlings and may be found in mixed Marri-Karri formation
un to 8 chains from the stream. : :

Blackwood has for many years been highly valued as a ven-
cer and cabinet wood, It scasons and bends well but in recent years
it has not been readily available. Ag a timber tree in Tasmaniz it
is found chiefly in prime Ash forests (LO-60" rainfall) and the swamp
forcsts of the Horth iest. Competition is everywhere essential to
achieve good form.

Trial areas are to be established on recently logged
Karri forest in an endeavour to replace, in same measure at least,
the fire weed Acaciag.,. Experiments are in hand to test seedling
and vegetative reppoduction (root cuttings)in various forms., Seed
is beling secured from elite trees sclected in the field by I. B.
Thulen, geneticist, for work being carried out by the Forcst Researeh
Institute of New Zealand. C
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