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POLE THINNING IN JARRAH COPPICE REGRO:TH.
by - P. N. Hewett,

Wnen the Mundaring weir was built, critics of the scheme
and of the Engincecr C. Y. OfConnor, raised doubts concerning the
filling of the reservoir. They suggested that the treces on the
catchment were using all the water, so large arcas, about 20,000
acres in all, were ringbarked tb increase the run off. The rescrvolr
filled, Dbut aDDarent silting caussd considcrable concern. ‘This
happened in 190;°

Some of the wgbu“ting connice Forcst was crown thinned in
the pericd 1930-1939, but large arcas still eXist in an unthinned
state,

In an attempt to improve the cuality and spacing of those
pole stands, which arc now beitwcen 30 feoet and 50 fect in height, but
which have becn damaged by Firc and have poor form, the followin
thinning procecdurc was adopted.

2ole stands were thinned to a spacing varying from 15 feet

to 20 foet, by removing all inferior and supproessed trecs,and then
procecding as o normal crown thinning,

vnere stocking is poor, well formed undcrstorey poles arc
retained to meintain the spacing at approximately 15-20 fit.

There wore froeguently five or morce stems per copplce stool.
Those were thinned to a maximum of two poles per stool and side limbs
which can be reached from the ground were remnoved.

ed of side blazing thc trees to be

Trec marking consist
nce was done by an oversecr and myself.

remeved and in this instis

Owing to the shortage of experienced bushmen, all trecs for
removal had to be marked, and this made the marking cost rather high-
approximaetcly £1.10. 0 per acre, but with morc experience, this can
e largely eliminated.

Thinning was donc by a 3 or L man gang with Overscer, using
axcs and one Tornado one-man chain saws. 1t was found that 3 axemsn
and one chain saw operator make an efficient unit, the chain saw
being used for falling stoms greater than 8" D.0.B. at ground lcvel.

The fallen timber amountcd to about 12 tons per acre which,
when dry, will scll for 5/~ per ton royalty.

Wages cost is £a. 3. G DLP acre, and potcntial recovery
£50 O. Qo pCcr aclca

The operation is not self supporting but a well spaced
forcst of good form poles is being developed for less than £le 5. O
per acre, This can be subsidised from neth recelpts from regencr-
atlon falling which is being carried out elsewhere in the Division
or Wundowie and the two phascs of improvement work can be combined
1nto one selfw-supporting OpCfutIOﬁo In addition, the arcas so far
treated are bordering on main public roads, and have drawn favourable

- econment from the travelling publice.
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