PLAM TATION SUBDIVISION

by A.A. Macdonald

Tmat is the puryose of dividing a plantation, or any other forest
into compartments? For sase of management and proper recording. A
compartment is defined es the smallest unit of forest management,
permanenb.v described and within Nnuoh the same treatment is applied.
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Starting from scratch, given a proposed or newly established
lantation block, subdivision mizat be considered along these lines:
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2. Bfpecies, whore there is more than one species, unless there is no
essential difference in growth rates or proposed silvicultural treatment, each
21 different -~ onartments.
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pattern; I would suggest no fixed maximum size, but feel that it should

be about 100 acres. Small areas at first separated on age or gite may often
he grouped with near similar neighbours, to make a compartment to be treated
as a stand of the average age or site class; if there is a very wide
difference it may be necessary to retain the small compartments. Again I
would not suggest and fixed minimum size, but feel that it should be about
25 acres in plantations of any scale.

Finally a system of compartments should be flexible in the early
stages., Thus if site quality is not known, I suggest compartments should
be large but capable of being split when site quality becomes apparent.
Similarly it should be possible to merge smaller compartments made on
expected site differences, if it transpires that the differences are not
reflected in the crop.

4 lot of hot air is written and talked about compartments and
subdivision, probably this noteincluded. But I feel that there should be
no magic formula, what is required is a unit upon which to base day to day
working in the same way as the farmer divides his property into paddocks.
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