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HOW MUCH WOOD DO WE USE? 2

by Pe Disrrett

Before we grab a "orystal ball' and start forecasting the future con-
sumption of wood and wood products for any particular country or state, it is
necessary to have a few basic facts on which to work. Some of these facts
include total sawlog production and the per capita consumption of the various
categories of processed wood. Having observed trends in production and con-—
sumption over the years it is then time to make projections as to the rate of
increase in the population, future trends in consumption etc., and so finish up
with an "educated guess" on total timber requirements by say, the year 2,000 A.D. -

These noted are intended to provide information for the last five years,:
by States of the Commonwealth, of -
(1) Total Sawlog Production
(2) Proportion of Sawlogs from Crown Land
(3) Per capita figure for -

(a) Sawnwood Availability which includes the sawn squivalent
of plywood and veneer but excludes sawn sleepers.

(b) Plywood Distribution - 3/16" basis.

(¢) Hard Fibreboerd Distribution - irrespective of thickness.

(@) Particle Board Distribution - irrespective of thickness.

(e) Paper and Paper Products Availability.

(4) Production of Railway Sleepers.

The figures quoted were obtained from the 196k Forestry and Timber
Bureau Report and Timber Supply Reviews.

(1) TOTAL SAWLOG PRODUCTION

The figures in Table 1 are for removals of sawlogs, peeler logs and
logs for sawn sleepers from both Crown Land and Private Property.

Table 1 —~ Total Sawlog Volume
(Miilions of Cubic Feet G.T.V.)

State 1960-61 | 1961-62 196263 1963-GL" | 196L4-65
N.S.W. 76.5 68.6 75.5 81.7 N.de
7 ViCo 6596 6283 6502 71 07 n
Q1d. 5.3 46.2 50.4 53,0 t
W.d. 4846 49.0 148.5 49.7 51 40
| Tas. 35,2 3 o 3y 35.5 N.A.
S.A. 24 ol 22 Wy 21 .6 2245 u
AQC.T. + N.T. 100 /lso 4.1 1.3 "
Total 202.6 280.9 296.5 31540 N.A.

Provisional
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Tt will be noticed in the above table, and in other tables to follow,
how the "credit squeeze® reduced production in 1961/62, South Australia and
Western Australia were the oaly States unaffected.

(2) PROPORTION OF SAW0GS FROLI CROWN LAND

Table 2 gives the percenbage, by volume, of sawlogs obtained from Grownv
Land. It will be observed. that Victoria and Western Australia reiy most on Crown,
Land timber while Queensiand obtains about half its volume from private property.:
It is also noticeable that tha proporition of logs from Crown Land tends to :
increase in most Statos.
Toble 2 - Percentage Log Removals From Grown Land

Pr

State 190061 196162 1962-63 1963560 | 196L=65P
Vice ,8 8 8.5 79 .5 81.2 N.d. =
Woh. 1T 80,0 79,7 7944 80.8%
S.A. (7% 65.2 7429 7.7 N.d.
Tas. 670 67.3 70.7 1.1 71T
N.S.W. 58,8 &1.9 64 6ha7 N. A,
Qld. L7 L7-0 56.5 5h..6 "
£.C.Te + N.T. 100,0 100.0 100.0 100.0 w
Total | 65.8 67.3 68.7 704 N.A.

5 Provisional “From Annual Report

(3) PER_CAPTTA ®UONSUIFITON®

s WOra. 52

Ls the muant ty of stocks on hend for some materials, before and after :
a given period, ir:j noi be casily cobtained, the word “consumption" is commonly
replaced by "availability" or "distrioution®.

(a) Sawnwood Aved abi

The per capita Fiswres in Teble 3 include sawnwood and the sawn
equivalent of plyiood end vencer but excludes sawn sleepers.

3 - Souwnwood Availability
sepita - super fect)

Stato | A0-61 | 196162 196263 1963-6u8 | 1964655
Tas. CTTTRLO T b9 263.0 21840, 250.6
S.4. . I5.0 15529 1403 17502 183.7
Qld. SR 'S P R L 1554, 172.9 17148
WA | (305 1650 151 o4 164.7 1724
Vice ! 1051 146.8 14403 146.2
N.S.We , 12510 128.3 139.6 | 144.8
# Total | Wt kb5 15kl 15749

#Includes i.C.T. & K0, # Provisional
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Tt is of interest that the trade is gradually recovering from the set~ .
back occasioned by the "credit squeeze®. However, Tasmania, Queensland and :
Victoria are still well below their 1960-61 figure, but South Australia has :
improved its trade quite sharply over the past two years. On a per capita basisgv
Tosmania is still by far the greatest consumer of sawnwood. K

(b) Plywood Distribution

Except for the Northern Territory, for which complete figures are not
available, Western Australia leads the States in the per capita use of plywood.
The industry does not appear to show the same recovery as sawnwood, possibly as
a result of the great expansion in the production of particle board (see Table 6},

Table L - Plywood Availability
(Per cepita — SqeFte 3/16" basis)

State 1960-61 1964 62 1962-63 1963640 1964~650
Wads 310 27.3 29.3 28.3 ' 32.2
S.4. 28.9 25.7 25,7 26,0 , 29.1
N.S.W. 26.8 2l .4 22.6 ' 22.7 21.2
Vic. 20.6 18.6 18.53 17.9 204
Q1d. 95 .0 17.7 15,0 164 16,0
Tas. 15.0 10.8 9.4 13 13.2

# Total 2ol 22,0 20.J;. 21,3 21.5
#Inoludes 4.C.T. & N.T. 4 Provisional

(¢) Hard Fibreboard Distribution

The per capita figures are given in sgquare feet, irrespective of thick%
ness. i
This irdustry, which competes with plywood and more recently, particle

board, does not eppear to be increasing its per capita distribution. A feature -
of Table 5 is thc low usage of this material in Western dustralia.

Table 5 - Hardboard Distribution
(Per capita - Sq. Feet)

State 196061 1961-62 1962-63 1 963—64}‘; 1964~65"
| Q1d. l 32.3 3248 3347 374 35.8
S.4A. | 20.0 19.4 2243 2543 27.2
TaS. 211—09 2‘]1--3 2309 25.1 ] 2)4--1
N.S.W. 21 .7 22.5 21.6 - a2 2448
Vic. 2207 22.8 23-8 ZLI-QL}- 24-00
WoA. 8.6 yan . 7.8 7.6 8.6

% Total 25.6 23.6 2449 27.2 - 25.2

# Tpoludes A.C.T. & N.T. 4 Provisional
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(a) Particle Board Distribution

The per capita figures are given in square feet, irrespective of thick%f
ness. ‘ : e

Table 6 clearly shows the rapid expansion of the particle board
industry over the last five years. The per capita distribution for the Common-
wealth has increased more than six-fold and all States share in the expanded use -
of the material. ;

Table 6 « Particle Board Distribution
(Per capita - Sq. Feet)

State 1960-61 | 41961-62 1962-63 1963646 1964650
S.A. I 0.6 1.7 ' 2.5 3.5 5.6 .
N.S.W. 0.8 1.2 2.0 3.0 49
Vice Ou? 1.2 200 206 L}--6
Qld. 0.5 0.9 1.2 2.0 3.5
W.A. 0.5 0.9 1l 2.0 3.0
Tas, 0.1 0.3 0.3 1 2.
#* Total 0.7 12 1.8 3.0 L5
% TIncludes A.C.T. & N.T. 4 Provisional

(e) Availability of Paper and Paper Products

Per capita figures are giver in pounds and refer only to Asustralia as @
whole. To show the increase in usage the figures for 1938-39 are given for com= '
parison. .

Table 7 = Paper and Paper Products Availability
(per capita - Lb.)

Catogory 795639 | 1960-61 196162 | 1962-63 19656l
Newsprint 5745 7740 58.3 62.8 69.8
Printing & Writing| 15.8 3.2 21.0 29.3 28.6
Other Paper 1841 40.9 Li o3 L2.7 L6.3
Paperboard 21.3 53.3 L7 .4 5541 58.2

% Provisional

(LY PRODUCTION OF RATLWAY SLEEPERS

Although this item does not come under per capita usage it is thought i
that the information will be of general interest, particularly as West Australian
sleepers are well known throughout many countries of the world. N

Hewn sleepers are shown as a percentage under the total for each Statey
The category "Hewn" is used to refer to sleepers produced within the forest, but it
should be noted that most sleepers included in this category are now produced within
the forest by portable powered circular saws.

Figures for 1938-39 are shown for comparisone.




Table 8 - Production of Railway Sleepers

(1iillions of Super Feet)

19

193839 1960~61 1961~62 1962-63 1963-6L% &
N.S.W. 30,2 50.3 65 .4 48.6 Wb
Hewn % 99 49 50 50 bl ‘
W.A. ‘ 39.4 39.9 L7.2 451 43.6
Hewn % 18 Nil Nil. Nil Nil
Qld. 17.6 28.2 22,2 274 38.2
Hewn % 51 2 2 3 3
| Vice 9.1 29.9 23,2 21.8 25.7
Hewn % 81 79 86 76 73
Tage 3.0 3,8 3.8 3ul 3.6
Hewn % 100 73 79 83 85 -
S.he 6.6 1.2 1.9 1.9 1.8
Hewn % 70 Nil Nil Nil Nil .
Total 105.9 153.3 163.4 148.3 15446
Hewn % 69 3l 36 30 29
% Provisional .

"Hewn" sleepers continue to represent about half of the sleeper produc—
tion for New South Wales, while the figure for both Victoria and Tasmania would be
about 80. Western Australia and South Australia have long since ceased the
production of "hown" sleepers and only very small quantities are supplied in

Queensland.

Tn view of “he very high demand over the past 18 months for sleepers f@r
the broad-guage ink o Kalgoorlie and the complex of iron ore railroads in the
North-West, the last Tigures for production in W.A. are of interest. ‘

1 96L~065 =
i 965 B

60,1
Houres G

i

50 million su.ft.

t

(Calender year)

wlth Statistician — lionthly Returns.

It is hoped that the foregoing set of tables will serve as a useful
reference to those interested in wood use in Australia and particularly Western

Australias




