. BURNING IN KARRI FORESTS

. Having read with interest, articles by Kicol, vard -
_and Chrlstensen, I an Prompted to ada to these artlcles.-’

In cons1der1nv Larrl burnlnb, the auestlons qr:Ls:Lng
are - : K

R v'How many litterAtypes are’thereQ'

>, yhat is the correct rotation timing for
' successful burnlnv of each lltter type?

“In an attempt to answer the questions, we mdy best do
‘this by dividing the litter into grades of types. P«
Chrl tensen refers. to & karri scrubvuype cons1stln of -

i Boss1aca aqulfollum (netlc)
"ii; Aca01a pentadenla (karrl wattle)

'111. Trymallum spathulatum (hazel
and other less domlnant spe01es)

_ It is true that flve years after a heavy flre, a
community dominated by any of the three major species will
be covered by an almost 1m9enetrable stand of mixed scrub.

S Tt is also true that this stand of ocrub will. not burn
in mild conditions at this age and thus usually grows for
10 = 15 years when it becomes a scattered stand of large

N bushes of karri Wattle or hazel of up to 40 feet in helﬂhu.

“he mround lltter is made up of grass, tree crown
debrLS, fallen karri wattle and netic and karri bark, maklng
nany tons ner acre of hlghly 1nflammable materlal

OLten, this tyge of LuLll lltter is burnt a001dentdlly
Cele lightning strlke, and is also Very difficult to burn
without contributing to a heavy crop of karrl wuttle and
tne other undeslr ole scrub types. :



1t appears therefore, that this Partlcular karrl scrub5 n£ﬁ‘ .
make up can be divided into’ three ages 0 - 3 years, 4 -
15 ‘years and 15 years pluso,rn> ix-:,:x~

A sumlng that 15 years plus scrub has been burnt ‘and
a ‘dense regrowth of karrl wattle, netlc and hazel 1s pro—' ,
duced we have - .- : : o o -

KARRI LITTER TYPE I From O - 3 years old

.Comp081tlon

Dense Larrl wattle 4 -6 feet hlvh, some hazel and
netic, bracken fern, grass, a few wild flowers, tree debris
(on the ground) with: a small amount of tree debrls hung up -
- in karri wattle crowns., : o

: Thls type of litter at three years old w1ll burn. w1th a
6 = 12 inch flame on the ground 1n "ngh Summer" ’ o
condltlonso . . A

- The result from such a burn is not obv1ous at the time
- of burning but never the less, kills the karri Wattle and o
‘does not germlnate a lot of karr1 wattle seedo o '

‘What does grov is bracken fern, Wlld flowers not seen
before and scattered karri wattle, ‘Karri seedllngs also
appear. but Wlll not surv1ve where crown cover is greato

i The follow up from thls burn is to. note that tree debris
can fall to the ground and not be caught in karri wattle -

. crowns., ‘After three years another light burn will diminish
“further karri wattle and: encourage - smaller. plant life to -
row. (Orchids will qppear and many other plants not

' prev1ously seeno)

~ The late Forester, Jack Rate demonstrated thls type of".'
treatment in karri forest more than ten years ago and some .
" burning was done like this on the Shammon - Walpole road-
' ],Sl%g near Mount. Burns1de with very pleas1ng results in
’ 19 ‘670 : . . . . . . . R

A three year oycle is poss1ble and ‘can be handled in
warner condltlons than ex1st in our present burnlng seasono[

KARRI LI””ER TYPE II From 4 - 12 years old

. If type I 1s allowed to grow 4f— 12 years, the karrl
'wattle becomes very dense, Wlll not support other plant



u’n_growth and troe debrls.does not all fall to the sround.
‘ Burnlng is very dlfflcult and often 1mn0s81ole except

nunder very high conditions. Such fires. result 1n severe ijbr
- damage to the forest and fauna° f‘_;; : '

“by hand° v
| / thter should not be allowed to gTOW”b thlu type. /_'k
- KARRI LI”“hR TYPE 11 |

Thls has already beer descrlbed as: very old open scrub
and highly inflammable. This type can be burnt fairly
easily but will often carry another fire within six months -
if burnt too lightly, thus defeating the purpose of a llght
fire 1n retardlng scrub regeneration. :

Often walklna lanes are not necessary for hand burnlngo
CONCLUSION | |

. Control burn types i and iii and then rotate burnlng y
no more- than three vearlyo

That more burning. w1ll thereIore have. to be done durlng
our hotter months, will mean an extended burning season and
will not interfere with wild flowers dlsplays as early
spring burning doeso ‘

Hotter condltlons, but smaller fires will result in
ease of lig htlng and handling, -reduced scorch, more w1ld
‘flowers and easier access for managemendt .

Do support small fauna some areas will no doubt have
. to be set aside to av01d flres reacnlng them in the hotter
burnlng conditions L

'Lry a three year cyole and burn in early summer.
Autumn is not favoured because karri wattle seed is mature
and will be germinated. By contrast, most wildflowers are
- sustained by root syptemc and survive late sprlng and
‘summer burning.
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Walklng 1anes'must usuallJ be prepared for burnlng offv_'f -





