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:  A POSSIBLETHE PEPPER TRjEE, SCEINUS
PROBLEU WOODY WEED IN PINE

MOLLE (ANACARDIACEAEI
PTANTATIONS

G.i I .  KEIGHERY
WOODVAIE RESEARCH

Seh inue  no l l e  L .  va r  a te i ra  (L , )  Dc .  (o f ten  quo te i l  as  S .
aneiral  a guick growing and alrought tolerant t ree from
Bol iv ia,  Brazi l ,  Paraguay and N. Argent ina has been widely
planted in Aust lal ia as a street t ree or for shadle ani l  shel ter
on farms and pastoral ProPerties. Once establisheil the tree
wi l l  persist  long after the surrounding bui ld ings have
vanished (examples of this can be noted on the abandoned to$ns
on  the  Nu l l a rbo r ) .

This species is naturalized in warm temPerate regions of
Austral ia,  in Queensland, New south wales, Victor ia and South
Austral ia,  but in the dr ier areas of  Western Austral ia i t
normali.y does not spreail from the original Plantings.
However, in the wetter temperate regions this is not always
the case. Recently the author located a large anal spreailing
population in a pine plantation 5 krn SW of Welllngton l{ills.
ihis plantation was Ptlnted on an old farm, which hadl usecl ^5'
nol le- around the house for shadle.  These trees were lef t  in a
cJ.ear ing to providle a picnic s i te.

Large nunbers of  young S. mol le are now establ ished in the
val ley behind this c lear ing under the Pines (probably spread
via birds feedling on the snall succulent fruits of this
species).  These trees are now seeding themselves and numerous
seedlings can be located under and around the stand.

Since S. nol le,  once establ ished competes strongly for
nutiients and moisture over a wide area, removal of this
species from farm land to be converted to pines would be a
wise precaut ion.




