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Oblique mofning surn highlights the lorm ol the
snappy gums: (Eucalyptus feucophioia) on the
ridges. Gradually light on the eastern slopes
llluminates the red rock hills. On the plains the
pastel’ pink mulle-multas (Ptilatus rotundifolia)
contrast softly with the harsh ground.
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As noon approaches; the walls and

floor of Kalamina Gorgs are @

spectrum of colour. Arpck fig (Fious

platypoda) clings tenucusly to its
Sstony ground.
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Hamersley Gorge becomes an eldomda, lssiream reflecting the dark biue sky and the golden stope chaam,
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The afternoon glare accenlustes the layerad scres
slopes and backlights some Sturt peas (Clianthus
formasus) that escape encroaching shadows.

Some of the deepest gorges occlude all direct sun

and create @ malst emvironment Delicate feme

inhablt the wat walls of Gireular Pool in Dales
Gorge.

Centrafold
There are three national parks in the Pilbara.
This phatograph from Mt Herbert lookout in

the Milistream Chichester Mational Park was

taken by CIiff Winfiald from the Department
ol Conservation and Land Management
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Park Profile
Hamersley Range National Park

Size and Location

‘The park is large, occupying an amea approximately
100 x 60 kilometres (718,000 hectares) In the central
Pilcara of Western Australisl The nearest 1owns are
Wiltenaam, 10 kilometres outside the northern border.
and Tom Frice 10 kifomettes outside the westarmn
boundary,

Access

The most popular-mothod of access 1o the park s
by road (n sonventional vehicles. Although all rosds
Into the park are unsealed, the surfaces are usually
passably smoath ekcept altar raln, There s very [ittle
pemanent water in this region and thereare graat
distances betwean service polnts. Motorisis are
advised o be relatively selt-sufficlient. Many tourst
‘coaches visit the Hamersleys, and commarcial flights
are availabla ta Witlenaom. :

Attractions

The Hametsley Rangs is the remnant of a 2,000
millian-year-old plateay, Over lime, heating and cooling
and water have groded and cracked the hard rock, and
soulptured deep gorges and canyons Into the
landstape. Tha spectacilar doladrs of (ke nisty scree
slopes contrast with the vegatation in the maist vatlay
floors ol some of 1he deeper gorges: ahaded from the
het'sun, delicats ferns grow bensath it epyits dnd rivar
gms. Many of the gorges have pirmanent poois of
fresh cool water which beoome Straams after heauy
rains and cascade oyvet the sttala of rock. The park js
rich i wildflowers but their abundance varies from
rmonth Lo month and accarding ta the amodnt ol min
recaived
Accommodation

There sre foul campsites within the gark, a1l with toflel
facilities, barbecues, tabiesand saats, Campers ate
charged a nightly lee. Outside the park, hotel/ mated
accommicdatlon i avallable at Witlsnoom and Tom
Price,

Besl Time to Visit

Fram April to September the weather is mostly very
pleasant with comiorable day tempaersiures (aratingd
A07)-and cool — sometimes cold — nighis.

Wildliawers are most prolific from June through
August, o this period attracts the most visitors, May
and Auaust school Holidays are particllarly busy.

Further Information

A brochure and park map are available from:
Daparimenl of Consetvation and Land Managemen!
affices a1l —

PO Box 118 PO Bax 104

Karratha WA B? 14 Como WA 6162

Phione: (081) 86 8201 Phone! (0R) 367 6333

or
HRanger
PO Box 74
Wittenaom WA 6752
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The sunsel enrichies spinifex slopas with bold reds:
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Lasi light- blue creeps over the esstern horizon and
beckans-nightiall,
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Wildlife is a term that applies to bath fauna and flora in
their native environments, and includes the smallest
insect, the largest mammal, the daintiest flower and the
tallest tree. Co-ordinated land management will keep
our wildlife everlasting, like these everlastings Helipte-
rum craspedioides and Helichrysum davenportii
which, every spring, carpet the semi-arid regions of
Western Australia in profuse colour. Prote: Cliff Winfield

Minister's Message

Western Australia’s land is among the most
ancient in the world, and because of our
isolation and climate, much of our flora and
fauna is unique — evidenced by the 8000
plant species that are indigenous to this
State

The Western Australian Government has a
respansibility to protect our unigue landscape
for cur current use and, in particular, for the
use of future generations

To help us achieve our objective the
Government has amalgamated the Forests
Department, the National Parks Authority and
the Wildlife Branch of the Department of
Fisheries and Wildlife to form the Department
of Conservation and Land Management,

The new Department will co-ordinate the
functions of its predecessors and will utilize
the combined resources at its disposal to
encourage effective and lasting land
management practices in Western Australia

To operate effectively the Department of
Conservation and Land Management witl
encourage public participation in its
operations and at the same time will keep the
public informed of its practices,

The publication of this magazine —
Landscape — will play an important role in
keeping the public and staff informed about
the valuable scientific work being carried out
in Western Australia by the Department.

The publication of this, the first issue of
Landscope, indicates the success that can be
achieved through the combined efforts of
people who were previously employed by the
amalgamated Departments,

| commend them on the success of this
magazine and 1 look forward tc reading
future editions

Ron Davies

Minister for Conservation and
Land Management

Western Australia






