THE DEVONIAN REEF

A\

4

a photo essay by Cliff Winfield

The earth Is belleved to hove forrmed around 4500
miliion years age Since that time the dufoce has
urclergone some emakable franstormahions Geologsts
are able 1o plot the geological histery of tha planst by
studying 1he ormation and compesition of lanatorms.
And by shudying fossils embedded in fhe layers of the
earth’s sufoce. poleaniolegists can build a picture:of
what fife onedth was ke during a poricular gecloglcal
pancd, Fort of'an eta, batwesn 385 and 345 millon yveors
ago. s known as the Devonian Pakad. Al this time whot
15 Now kniown as the Canning Basin was coverad by.a
viast frepical sea whiah shored anto the King Lecpald
Rangas and the Kimberley Plateau — at the lime the
Bevonian mainiond, Aleng the shore shametoparnoids
extine! organlsms which resembled corals, grew and
formed a massivie barrier reef, possicly 1000 km long, uo
fo 20 km wide and 2000 m thick, In the time since the
farmnation of fhe reef, the sea has etreated and the old
sea-bed hos baeen coverad by silt plaing eroded from the
memntain valleys, However, thie reminants of the reaf sl
prohude 50 e 100 m above the plain In a serles of
limestone ranges stretching 300 km across the Kimbeaney
north-wast from Fitzioy Crossing, Major rlvers have
intersected the ranges and exposed the layers of fosss
' in cross-saction, areating

The gorges of the Devonian
Reaf offer Us o grondstand

view of nature past

‘and

present. An oqualic tourst
coach (boftom right) plies
the mimor-ike waters of
Gelkie Gorge (oversal),
watched by Sulphurcrested

Cockatoos  (right)

and

Johnstone’s  crocodiles
(below), Pandanus paims
(cbove) ae  comman

throughout the gorges

On aMazing wincow on
the cast To complemerit
the sciantific value, the
gorges tarmed by e fvers
have greal scenic valus,
the: gorges formed by the
rivers have greal scenic
appedl Thres areas:
Gelkle Gorge: Tunnel Creek
and Windjana Gorge are

Western
Australia

reserved as national Parks

Devanion Rest










Gelkie Gorge presents itsall as o natural work of art The
action of floodwaters on limestone over theusands of wat
segsons hosformed amazing gallenes of sculptured stone
(fop and above), occentuatad in silhouette at sunrise
(e,
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The permanant waterholes (below) found throughout the
manges provided popular campsites for the aboriginals of the
areq, Acave in Windjana Gorge (left). said fo be of importance
to troditional aboriginals, was used by the aboriginol
bushrangar Pidgin as a hide-ouf. Lillimilura police station rulns
{obove) stand as a grim reminder of the punishment meted out
to such bushrangers by thie early European seitlers,
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Windiana Geonge 15 regairded by
sclenfists. as one of fhe most
impartant geclogical sites in fhe
wiorld, Hewaver, mostvisiion come
forthe sceneny or fawaleh the binds
{right and Below)
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This creek flowing in a cavern right thiough a meuntain
might weall have been the inspitation for Colerdge's

lifes: .
iFes Whera Alph, the sacred fives, rar

Through cavems measureless (o man
Down toa sunless sea

Farthe fist-time adventurer, however, the pifch dark-
ness and jce-cold water may be mone likely o inspie
teror than poetny, Midway down the tupnel the sight of
the sun streaming In through the oncient cave calls
miany 1o refum For those wha conlinue the furnel
ceceomes cathedrakike — and then revealstha light o
tha other end

For mare infermation:

Bluring the loursh season
(April to Oclober] rangers are
statidned al Windjona Gonge
and Tunnsl Creak Nafional
Farks. & pamianent ranger
residasal Gaikie Gorge
Maticrial Park via Fitzroy
Crossing, 6765

Further datails moy be
oelained fror;

The Reglonal Manager
Pepartment of Corssrdation
and Lond Monagemeni
Paputing Diive

KUNUNURRA 6765

of

Inferrnatian Bransh
Department of Conssnvatian
and Land Management

80 Hayman Roaod

COMD 6152

Fiayfordd, Dr Bhillp. Ceology of
Windjana Gorge Gelkie
Sarge and Tunne| Cresk
Notionol Parks, National Parks
Autharihy. Perth

The certrefold photogroph s
available as o 040 mm x B30
mm paster for 54 iIncluding
pastoge. or 52 aoross the
counter from the abowe
Oodresy
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Cover

Pink and Grey Galahs do well to peer
cautiously from their perch, Although a
familiar species. the picture of the
fledgling (right) emphasises the value
and vulnerability of even our common
wildlife,

Cover Photo: Jiri Lochman
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Selling

by Liana Christensen

Thousands of kilometres of
isolated coastline, numerous
deserted airstrips, lack of radar
surveillance: the same factors
which make W.A.'s Northwest a
drug importer’s haven also
facilitate the less sensationalised
crimes of poaching and
smuggling wildlife.

Trafficking in native fauna is
an extremely attractive criminal
proposition. It is as lucrative as
drugs — some estimate an
annual turnover in excess of
$40 million — and it is far less
risky. Large operations,
including the Mafia, are believed
to be involved in both activities.
Having established a safe route,
they set up a ‘conveyor belt’
moving drugs into the country
and sending wildlife out. In a
telephone interview reported in
The Bulletin, ex-Mafia boss
Vincent Teresa claimed that bird
smuggling was ‘a racket that is
just getting bigger and bigger’.

Smuggling is one of the major
problems facing our State’s 32
wildlife officers. In the
Northwest, some wildlife
officers are responsible for
districts covering hundreds of
thousands of square kilometres.
They work in close connection
with the local police, as well as
federal police and customs
officers. Typically, a wildlife
officer will make ten-day patrols
— which often stretch into two
weeks because of problems with
terrain or weather — checking
known or likely trouble spots.

A Dangerous Job

A wildlife officer's work is
often difficult, and sometimes
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