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The londscope of the Swon Cooslol Ploin is
sprinkled with piciuresque lokes ond swomps.
Perth is porliculorlv forlunoie'lo hove such o
beouiiful setiing on the Swon ond Conning
Rivers wiih Cockburn Wellonds lo the south ond
Wonneroo Wetlonds to the north.

Previous generolions often foiled lo
oppreciote the significonce of wetlonds for
woterfowl conservotion. fisheries ond
groundwoter supplies. Wetlonds were droined,
filled or polluted io meet short{erm humon
needs.

So mony of the originol coostol wetlonds
hove been lost since the Europeon seitlers first
orrived, those which remoin ore o priceless
biologicol resource. People now recognize thot
they ore on importont port ot our noturol
heritoge, ond they ploy o vitol role in recreotion,
conservolion, educotion ond lourism

The beouty of wetlonds is sublle ond
profound, The mosl obvious ottroctions ore
immediolely opporent: on everchonging
ponoromo of poperborks, Ieeds ond woter'
Closer observotion reveols o complex biologicol
web in which woter. nulrients, soil ond lighi
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,n ::l:.t_a.steC Grebe is o srrikrng sight on
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ivore r cocslor tokes ot the soui:h ,,iesi



Mony of the coostol wetlonds dry out in summer. These swomps
ploy on importont role os o spring ond summer hobitot for wodtng
birds.

As ihe swomps dry oul the long-necked tortoise burrows nlo the
mud ond hibernoles until winler roins refil the swomp (opposiieJ
Swomps ore on lmportont hobitot for repi les such os the dug 1e lt
inhobils the dry morgins feeding on mice ond frogs (eft)

Sunsei o1 Loke Joondolupr o serene b end of water, reeds ond
poperborks Ibelow)

38



' I l

39



I
I

O n e o f  t h e  m o s i  c h c : r '  r ' ! l  I  i . r 1  , r a i - r l ' r ' r a r : t . - . : : 1 1 , , - . , t . t i , i .
i s t h e s h o d n o s e c l  b a r n a l i a r o . i t , .  r a r l r , , : r : ,  i  i i  r - i . "  r  , . -
wood lona ls  c r i rd  feeds . r '  i  , ' , r  : i . . r . " ( ia j  , ,  l r r ,  r : , ,  , : i  ,  : . -  .
worrfls ond sc ders i lell l

Mcny votiel c,. ari sp it l{: i :r, 'rra: ,c r.! j l l  r: r-t. l-: lr ,.r ' ,..t,
sprder, mo./- be fcr.rnc cro.l-.1 "i: r; ati lr ' .: r., i  i  ,:t ,,, ' i :  Lr ,t:
where they feeC ot' i |!a(,ri-c j i .t:r l . l  .f .:):tartr a)aa . ia t r i i  c--ia_,:l
lbe ow f ighi)

The b iue  c lc rnse l  i i y '  s , - : r : ro ' f r . : :  t : i . . . ) . .  i : )  ) : ' . .  . . ) . t  )  ,
c ieo ture  wh ich  depcnc ls  r ) r '  ' t - . :  ta )  , )  : ) :  : .  ,  :  . i ,  i  :

lbe ow ef1)
lhe f fesh\,ucrle)' wel aitas ,:t;: l ir etisi-. it l  a-r, lrrr- 'ur.r,, ( j rr,1. t.

1or mCJny spe.t es cf i:ogs :r,-r- ' , a: lfr,a i-t.a:rt i-: i ' .),) ::,1 ).t i t:
he:e lfs colo.raflr rnlt:! i .g: .rcr,.,e u!:r it. i-fr.t t i  ,,-t! lar. , ) .r , . ,-a'
prciecf ofr lrom lls mr: rt, f i .:{ i lr l ..:t i lr.r i i ,r ' I l

40





Whot would the world be, once bereft
of wet and of wildness? Let them be left
O let them be left. wildness and wet.

Gerord Monlev Hopkins

As the cily grows lhe coostol wellonds our society to find o woy to live in hormony
ore becoming increosingly imporfonl lor with lhe wetlonds ond their creotures. They
recreotion ond wildlife conservotion. ore on irreploceoble gift from noture which

we must monoge corelully if our
Urbonisotion stresses these delicote descendonts ore olso io enjoy their chorm
biologicol systems, ond il is o chollenge to ond honquility,
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COV:R PHOTO
Atender moment between humon ond
whole shows the core which wos o leotu re
of lhe highly successf ul Augusto whole
rescue.
Pholo courlosy ol lhe weslem r,4oil
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A Conflict of Interests
Why are there so many conflicts when it comes

to our natural environment? There is conflict
among industrial groups exploiting natural
resources; environmentalists advocating
preservation of wildlife; government agencies; and
recreation groups.

In an ideal world we would have a total
understanding about ecosystems and natural
resources, and of the long term needs of the
community. But this is not an ideal world, and much
of the conflict stems from a lack ol agreement
aboul environmental imoact and human needs-

Take whale strandings for instance. From the
time whales beach, tissue damage occurs due to a
rise in body temperature and the sheer weight of
the mammal. We don't know how long they have to
lie there and how hot they have to get before the
chances of survival are next to nil. Strandings may
be part of a natural culling process or accidents
caused by human impact on the environment.
And, what about the people who turn out in large
numbers under often adverse conditions, and
become so emotionally caught up in saving these
creatures? What weight do we put on their need?

It is not an ideal world. We are a long way from
knowing the answers to too many important
ouestions-

There is a need for more lnvestigation, better
communication and a broader understanding of
environmental orocesses and human needs.

This brings us to Landscopeand its purpose.
Its prime objective is to achieve an understanding
about conservation of ecosystems and
management of natural resources.

Landscope's aim is to provide expert information
on the major conservation issues, latest
developments, research in progress and general
leatures of the State's wildllfe, national and marine
parks, nature reserves and forests.

It will give a balanced representation of
viewpoints and will not shy from contentious
rssues,

Landscope will intorm readers about the natural
wonders of our environment, the management
considerations involved and the lifestyle of its
inhabitants. lt will not provide all the answers, but
il will present the tacts and therelore a basis for
sound argument.

LandscoDe is Western Australias own
conservation and wildlife magazine.

Wetlands
The theme tor this year's World Environment Day

has been 'Wetlands - Not just for the Birds'.
In this issue of Landscope we feature the
ecological importance of wetlands.




