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The landscape of the Swan Coastal Plain is
sprinkled with picturesque lakes and swamps.
Perth is particularly fortunate to have such a
beautiful seting on the Swan and Canning
Rivers with Cockburn Wetlands to the south and
Wanneroo Wetlands to the north.

Previous generations often failed fo
appreciate the significance of wetlands for
waterfowl conservation, fisheries and
groundwater supplies. Wetlands were drained,
filled or polluted to meet shorf-term human
needs,

So many of the original coastal wetlands
have been lost since the European seftlers first
arrived, those which rernain are a priceless
biclogical resource. People now recognize that
they are an imporfant part of our natural
heritage, and they play a vital role in recreation,
conservation, education and fourism,

The beauty of wetlands is subtle and
profound. The most obvious atiractions are
immediately apparent: an everchanging
pancrama of paperbarks, reeds and water,
Closer observation reveals a complex biological
web in which water, nutrients, soil and light







Many of the coastal wetlands dry out in surmmer. Thase swamps
play an important role as a spring and summer habitat for wading
birds.

As the swamps dry out the leng-necked foricise burrows into the
mud and hibernates until winter rains refill the swamg (opposite]
swamps are an impertant hakitat for reptiles such as the dugite. it
inhabits the dry margins feeding on mice and frogs (left).

Sunset af Lake Jcondalup: a serene blend of water, reeds and
paperbarks (below).
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What would the world be, once bereft
of wet and of wildness? Let them be left
O lef them be lefl, wildness and wef.

Gerard Manley Hopkins
As the city grows the coastal wetlands

are becoming increasingly imporiant for
recreation and wildlife conservation.

our society to find a way 1o live in harmony
with the wetlands and their creatures. They
are an ireplaceable gift from nature which
we must manage carefully if our

descendants are also to enjoy their charm
and franquility.

Urbanisation stresses these delicate
biclogical systems, and it is a challenge to
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COVER PHOTO

Atender moment between human and
whale shows the care which was a feature
of the highly successful Augusta whale
rescue.

Photo courtesy of the Wastern Mail

A Conflict of interests

Why are there so many conflicts when it comes
to our natural environment? There is conflict
among industrial groups exploiting natural
resources; environmentalists advocating
preservation of wildlife; government agencies; and
recreation groups.

In an ideal world we would have a total
understanding about ecosystems and natural
resources, and of the long term needs of the
community. But this is not an ideal world, and much
of the conflict stems from a lack of agreement
about environmental impact and human needs.

Take whale strandings for instance. From the
time whales beach, tissue damage occurs due to a
rise in body temperature and the sheer weight of
the mammal. We don't know how long they have to
lie there and how hot they have to get before the
chances of survival are next to nil. Strandings may
be part of a natural culling process or accidents
caused by human impact on the environment.
And, what about the people who turn out in large
numbers under often adverse conditions, and
become so emotionally caught up in saving these
creatures? What weight do we put on their need?

It is not an ideal world. We are a long way from
knowing the answers to too many important
questions.

There is a need for more investigation, better
communication and a broader understanding of
environmental processes and human needs.

This brings us to Landscope and its purpose.

Its prime objective is to achieve an understanding
about conservation of ecosystems and
management of natural resources.

Landscope’s aim is to provide expert information
on the major conservation issues, latest
developments, research in progress and general
features of the State's wildlife, national and marine
parks, nature reserves and forests.

it will give a balanced representation of
viewpoints and will not shy from contentious
issues,

Landscope will inform readers about the natural
wonders of our environment, the management
considerations involved and the lifestyle of its
inhabitants. It will not provide all the answers, but
it will present the facts and therefore a basis for
sound argument.

Landscope is Western Australia’s own
conservation and wildlife magazine.

Wetlands

The theme for this year’s World Environment Day
has been ‘Wetlands — Not just for the Birds'.
In this issue of Landscope we feature the
ecological importance of wetlands.






