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Four ond Twenty Mogpies

Armed like woniors from o forgotten post we
trudged our woy lhrough the rising mist, pousing
ot every shrub. Ned Kelly helmels mode from
Weeties pockets, tennis rocquets roised for
oction. This wos lT. MAGPIES,., the demon herolds
of spring, helFbent on pursuing ond dewigging
smoll schoolchildren. MAGPIES.., block-mosked
hooligons in dinner suils thot hounled every lree
ond power-pole on lhe long rood from school 1o
nome.

The sceni of spring olwoys evokes o slronge
kind of nosiolgio. Misty winter doys give woy to
sudden sunshine, smoll lhings in the grovid eorth
ihrusl out new shoots, ond the seoson of winged
ferror begins,

Whot mokes this morning songsler turn
overnight into o komikoze?

Mogpies ore not, by noture, solitory birds, os
onyone who hos fed them will know, Toke o few
scrog ends of steok or some breodcrusls out for
ihe lone moggie on lhe lown, ond the next
morning, ot breoKost lime precisely, o tidy
queue of five birds will presenl themselves, This is
o depulotion lrom 'the lribe': on ossocioiion of
mogpies o bil like o chorfered occountonts'
guild.

The tribe is closed-shop, ond mixing with the
common 'flock' is not encouroged. Tribes usuolly
hove between two ond ien odult members of
both sexes ond, like occountonts, they sloke out
the best wotering holes for themselves, ond will
vigorously defend them ogoinsl inlrusion by the
flock. Tribol territories con cover os much os
eighi heclores, ond invoriobly contoin o source
of permonent woter, ond enough toll trees lo
shelter ond nesl in.

Flocks ore groups of lhe oulsiders: birds too
old to breed, or groups of young odulls not yet
breeding. The flock lives in oreos which do noi
hove enough woter or feeding ploces to suil o
tribe, ond moves from ploce to ploce in seorch
of food, Occosionolly, flock birds will try to oust o
tribe member, bul they rorely succeed. When on
existing tribe breoks down, flock birds moy either
be odmitted, or o new lribe will lorm from the
flock ond toke over the tribol terrilory, George
Orwell could hove found o profound messoge
for humonity in the behoviour of mogpie society.

How does this cosi lighl on the problem of
ovoiding oeriql ottock?

Beiween August ond October the tribes build
nesls. loy eggs, ond roise their young, This is the
lime when oll iniruders in the iribe's terrilory must
bewore, Mogpies will buzz howks, cols, dogs,
horses ond humons, so don't feel singled out for
persecution. Removing mogpie nests is not o
solution. os ihe birds will rebuild ond extend their
swooping lime, lf lhe breeding poir is shitted
onother will undoubtedly move in, ond the cycle
will stort ogoin.

There ore woys of seeing out the bliz
unhormed ond unormed bui to do so requires
nerves of sleel. To recoin on old phrose, the besl
form of defence is o hol, Bike helmets, booters,
top hots, Dorth (moy the torce be with you)
Voder helmets, cordboord boxes, poper cones,
umbrellos, whotever suits your personolity or
lokes your foncy. lf you ride o bike otfoch o toll
flog to the corry{rome or weor o helmet.

But these qre oll crisis meosures, In the long run
your peoce of mind ond the rescue of your
terror-struck children (or vice verso) depends
on vou.
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A Conflict of Interests
Why are there so many conflicts when it comes

to our natural environment? There is conflict
among industrial groups exploiting natural
resources; environmentalists advocating
preservation of wildlife; government agencies; and
recreation groups.

In an ideal world we would have a total
understanding about ecosystems and natural
resources, and of the long term needs of the
community. But this is not an ideal world, and much
of the conflict stems from a lack ol agreement
aboul environmental imoact and human needs-

Take whale strandings for instance. From the
time whales beach, tissue damage occurs due to a
rise in body temperature and the sheer weight of
the mammal. We don't know how long they have to
lie there and how hot they have to get before the
chances of survival are next to nil. Strandings may
be part of a natural culling process or accidents
caused by human impact on the environment.
And, what about the people who turn out in large
numbers under often adverse conditions, and
become so emotionally caught up in saving these
creatures? What weight do we put on their need?

It is not an ideal world. We are a long way from
knowing the answers to too many important
ouestions-

There is a need for more lnvestigation, better
communication and a broader understanding of
environmental orocesses and human needs.

This brings us to Landscopeand its purpose.
Its prime objective is to achieve an understanding
about conservation of ecosystems and
management of natural resources.

Landscope's aim is to provide expert information
on the major conservation issues, latest
developments, research in progress and general
leatures of the State's wildllfe, national and marine
parks, nature reserves and forests.

It will give a balanced representation of
viewpoints and will not shy from contentious
rssues,

Landscope will intorm readers about the natural
wonders of our environment, the management
considerations involved and the lifestyle of its
inhabitants. lt will not provide all the answers, but
il will present the tacts and therelore a basis for
sound argument.

LandscoDe is Western Australias own
conservation and wildlife magazine.

Wetlands
The theme tor this year's World Environment Day

has been 'Wetlands - Not just for the Birds'.
In this issue of Landscope we feature the
ecological importance of wetlands.




