
€XPLOITS AT ICY CR€€K
At Icy Creek, within the Lane-Poole Reserve, a 10

ha clearing that once grew cabbages, lettuces and

tomatoes, has been recently transformed into the

DeDartment of Conservation and Land Manage-

-"nt'r f i .tt bush camp for environmental studies.

Fire-rings, tents and tables are now the order of the

day.

The lcy Creek clearing was once Part of a 173 ha

farm set amongst the scenic surrounds of tall larrah,
blackbutt and marri forest and a dense understorey of
qrass trees, zamias and acacias where wildflowers

iuch as calothamnus and grevil leas thrive. There are

5Oo plant species found within Lane-Poole Reserve.

The property was purchased in 1984 (for $310 o0o)

after the Northern Jarrah Reserves Advisory

Commi t tee  recommended tha t  conserva t ion  and

nature  recrea l ion  were  more  aPPropr ia te  land uses

for the area than a proposal for commercial gravel

extractlon.

The transformation of the property from a-farm to

an educational community group camp was brought

about by a Community Employment Program of six

months  dura t ion ,  invo lv ing  s i r '  men and women '

The semi-primitive style site development and the

surrounding 
'wilderness' are unusual qualit ies for a

school camp that provides for such a diversity of

educational opportunities. The various Plant communi-

ties throughout the Reserve are habitats for a diverse

range of fauna that the observant and adventurous

may be fortunate to encounter while at Icy Creek.

Fauna l i s ted  fo r  the  Reserve  a t  p resen l  inc ludes  2o

species of mammals,2l rePtiles and amphibians, 10

fish species and at least 78 different bird species'

A forest-canopied amphitheatre has been con-

s t ruc ted  fo r  g rouP meet inSs and per fo rmances

There is also a large open sPace area for recreational

activit ies. The one building wil l eventually be

converted to a resource centre for use by educational

groups involved in field studies.

As well as providing an excellent oPportunity to

practice camping skil ls, the area is well suited for

environmental awareness activit ies, as well as more

scientif ic ecological studies.

The forest surrounding Icy Creek was logged 60

years ago and the area is now an ideal spot from

which to consider management issues such as

conservation, recreation, f ire protection, dieback

control, water quality in forest catchment areas,

t imber  p roduc t ion  and baux i te  min ing .

The campsite caters for a range of outdoor activit ies,

being in proximity to the King Jarrah walktrail (a 16

km circuit), the old Nanga Mill site, Nanga Brook and

two small dams on Icy Creek.

The developrnent of additional facil i t ies is con-

tinuing with a community shelter, another amphi-

theat re ,  an  ex tens ive  wa lL  t rack  sys tem and a

confidence course.

Bookings for the Icy Creek Bush Camp can be made

through the Dwellingup District Office, Banksiadale

Road,  Dwel l ingup,  W.A.  0213.  (0o5)  38  1078.

1 6



Landsco ?e
Volume 2 No, 3
Autumn Edition/Morch'1987

Contents

Home On The Ronge
by Dt Barry Wilson -

Poge

Gorden For Wildlife
by Robert Powett I

Diplomots From Doy One:
WA,'s Siromotol i tes .  . .  . . .  . .  . . .  . . .  . . .  .  11

Urbon Aniics - A Hounting in Suburbio
b y  A n d r e w  C r i b b  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  . . .  ' 1 5

E x p l o i t s  A t  l c y  C r e e k  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  1 6

A Yeor ln Lilliput
by Grcnt wardelt-Johnson . . . . .. . . . . . . . 17

The Writing on the Woll
by Howatd McNickle . . - - - . . . . . . . . . . . . . 22

The Nostolgic Noturolist
b y O l d T i m e r  . . . . . . .  2 8

Wildfire
by  Co l teen  Henry -Ha l l  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  29

Gimlets ond Gold - The Story of
Kolgoorlie's Woodlines
by  c l i t t  w in t i e ld  . . . . . . . . . .  34

A Swomp For All Seosons
b y  S u s a n  M o o r e  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  4 1

A'7Letters

@
Publhh€d by Or S Sh6o,6(ecut[€ Dn€ctor. O€podmenl ol Conserv€l]on 6nd
Lond Monogern€nt, 50 Hoymon Rood, Como wA 6152

Ex€crriie Edlloc Swelo^ st€woli
Editor Liono Ch stens€n

Arl Mops by D€podmenl of conseruoiion ond Lond Monogement
Mopping S€clion

Oirs€t pLolias by PhotolithcPM.
Types€lting by Prinhvo'rs.

Prlnlod ln wsst€n austlollo by tho c€ponrnanl or S€ryices, siote Pinnng
DMslon, ISSN 081t21465

o All moteiol copyrlsht No port of the conienis of the publicolion rnoy b€
rcproduc€d wltf€ui the cons€nt ot the publishei,s

ldliodql

WA is o vosi, sporsely populoted Stote, ond it is
not uncommon io heor some ports of it described
os 'the lost frontie/. But there ore few. if ony, ports
of W.A. thot hove not been offected bV Europeon
settlement.

Evidence of western civilizotion in some of the
most remote oreos is for foo often the empty con.
But even where there ore no obvious troces, the
efiecis hove been profound.

There is compelling evidence, for exomple, thot
the displocement of Aboriginol communities from
much of inlond W.A, - ond the subsequent
removol of Aboriginol firing proctices - is directly
responsible for mojor chonges in vegetotion,
which in turn hos resulted in the virtuql extinction
of mony notive onimols.

It is not olwoys eosy to pick the effecis of
Eurooeon civilizoiion on the noturol environment
even when the hisiory is well-documented. This
Landscope's occount of the woodlonds oround
Kolgoorlie tolks obout the often horrific
environmentol domoge, but on observer of these
woodlonds iodoy would hove difficulty
recognizing thot vost oreos were cleorfelled less
thon 50 yeors ogo.

While the concept thot we should 'lei noture do
its thing' hos superficiol opp€ol, the reolity is ihot
the purity of noture hos been, ond will continue to
be, distoried by humon presence" We hove no
option if we wont to sustoin the unique ecosystems
of WA but to opply monogement principles.

The history ond monogement problems of
Benger Swomp, which feoture in this edition.
illustrotes two fundomentol points. Firstly, even the
mosf disturbed oreos of W.A, con moke o mojor
contribuiion to consevotion. Secondly, we must
be coreful not to chonge o system thot works even
though ihe woy it works moy not be 'noturol',

As comolex ond os difficult os the tosk of
understonding ecosystems is, the sociol ond
politicol foctors which influence ihe type of
monogement thot con bs opplied ore often more
ditficult to deol with.

The key to good monogement is on
understonding of the processes thot drive the
ecosysiem. Once we understond whot the noturol
processes ore, we con then devise monogement
svstems which will mimic them.

The only woy to ensure thot rotionol decisions
ore mode on environmentol monogement is to
orovide the focts .
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Justwhen you thoughtyou hod seen every
ongle on our Stote symbol, photogropher
Jiri Lochmon surprises you with o fresh
oerspective,




