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A Great Egrel, uhite body
stillfrozen [n the daun light, pitks
up one foot, places it delkately in
the mud, parses, and jabs uith its
sharp, yellou bill. Another step, a
pause anrl another jab as it feeds
on tiny shrimp and other mud
tre&tures.

The tidnl flats of the Swan
Canning Estuary are the feeding
grounds of this egret and other
speties of waterbirds, whkh
depend on wetlands for feeding,
breeding or loafing (resting and
roosting).

The flats are their dinner tables;
the slands of rushes and rioer
gums along the shore lheir
bedrooms.

Sumeys by the Royal
Aust ral a si an O rn i t hol o gist s
Union hape shown thnt about
10 000 waterbirds use the Suan
Canning Estuary each yetr.

Eighty -seoen wat erbird sp eci es
harse been recorded here. As far as
we know, xo other wetland in
W.A. supports as many.

That so many birds, and so many
types of birds, use a riaer near a
city lhis size is remarkable.

But whether the birds and olher
wildlife will exist on the rioer in
the future is not guaranteed.

Three relafioely Imge areas of
habitat - Alfred Corse, Pelican
Point and Milyu Nature Reserve
- and smaller tidal flak and
wetlands on the estuary are all
under threat.



Soiling, fishing, wqteFskiing; but whof
obout ihe wildlife?

The river is o quiet backdrop - while
o bus/ cily rushes by (below).

A freewoy lorgshore - breoKqsi toble
for strow-necked ibis ond p€licqns
(bottom).



On the city's doorstep, they
are endangered by develop-
ment, dredging, recreation. For
them to survive, we must
control public access, manage
the impact of nearby rec-
reation and control develop-
ment on adjacent land.

Proposals to safeguard the
river's future are the focus of a
report by the Swan River
Management Strategy Task
Force.

Headed by Dr Bruce Hamilton,
a chemist seconded from the
Environmental Protection
Authority, the task force was
established by State Cabinet in
December 1986.

The task force aims to estab-
Iish management strategies
which wil l be used by other
agencies to prepare detailed
management plans for the
Swan Canning Estuary.

The conservation of the last
remaining natural areas on the
Swan Canning Estuary is one
of its major concerns.

The Swan Canning Estuary
wetlands (more than 120
wetland fragments can be
picked out in a metropolitan
street directory, says the
RAOU's Roger Jaensch) are an
important part of the coastal
wetland system that stretches
from Dongara to
Dunsborough.

The large number of waterbird
species that use the river do so
because here they find the
dif f erent environments they
need for survival.

Open water, t idal mudflats,
beaches, t idal marsh, t idal
pools and channels, riverine
woodland and artif icial
structures - almost

everywhere on the river birds
can be found feeding, f loating
or flying.

There are wetlands outside the
metropolitan area, but, as
Conservation and Land
Management Research
Scientist Jim Lane says,' lf the
Swan Canning Estuary
wetlands were lost due to mis-
management or neglect, the
waterbird populations which
they support would also
disappear. We can't assume
that these birds would go
elsewhere because those other
wetlands are fully used
already.'

Many of these waterbirds are
migratory: they come from
Siberian icelands, through
China and Japan, Vietnam and
Thailand, Malaysia and Indo-
nesia to the shallows of the
Swan Canning Estuary.

KEY SITES FOR WATERBIRDS
IN THE SWAN.CANNING ESTUARY
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Because they pass over many
borders, their protection
requires international co-
operation. The |apan-Australia
and China-Australia Migratory
Birds Agreements (JAMBA and
CAMBA) are just such
treaties, binding us to the
conservation of wetlands that
migratory waterbirds use here.

Fringing wetlands play a part
in keeping the river healthy
and clean. Salt marshes filter
land drainage that comes
through them. Runoff from
roads contains lead: fringing
wetlands can trap heavy metals
and various hydrocarbons
before they reach estuarine
waters. The rushes in a
wetland lay down an organic
peat that can bind up
pollutants and nutrients,
regulating their passage into
the river.

The river is living, changing,
complex. Everything that
happens in it or along its banks
affects it. Dredging, reclaiming
land, building, boating, durnp-
ing wastes, fishing, even
walking can change the river's
make-up in subtle and not-so-
subtle ways. What we do and
how we do it can have very
lasting effects on this fragile
system.

Eurasian Coot, Buff-banded
Rail, Black Swan, Sacred Ibis,
Great Egret, Little Black
Cormorant, Pelican, Pacific
Black Duck: their survival
depends on us. tr

Rivefrcnt consiructions qre slowly
encr@ching on our ubon weilords
(iop).
The S\Mon gstuqry hqs q heqri of gold
in ths lirsi light of qn outumn moming
(right).
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For more thon 100 yeors W.A hos recognised
the importonce of protectlng slgnificont oreos

represenl our unique tenestriol floro ond founo.
Until now, ho,vever, there hos b€en o missing

elemeni the morine environment.
Cleorlv, its obsence hos mode our po;k

wstem l6ss representoilve of W,q"s envlronmenl,
esp€ciolly consldering thot the Stote hos some
12 700 km of cooslline.

Recentlv o storl wos mode to oddress this
lmbolonce wiih the officiol opening of the
Mormion Morine Pok, W.A's first morine pork.

generotions.- 
Ihese some volues opply to the proposed

Ninooloo Morine Potk which is slfuoted olong
260-km of the Stoie's coostline south of Exmouth.
Ninooloo will be vested in the Notionol Poks
ond-Noiure Conservotion Authority os o morine

Mormion reef hos long b€€n o populor
holidoy destinotion for rnony Weslern Austrolions
wtro fished for the huge groper ond croyfish
offshore, ond svom in the protected logoons.

the Stote s premier tourist ottroctions
Ihe estoblishing of morine porks will provlde

of visitlng o morine pork.
There ivill olso be benefits in terms of jobs

creoted ond ihe exponsion of o gro,l/ing ond
vloble lourist industry.

Furthermore, morine polks will provide
ecolooicol benchmoks for reseorch into noturol
oroceases ond into the relotive effecls of morine
ond coostol uses.

W.A. hos o responsibillty to protect speciol
morine environments ond to encouroge public
oppreciotion of these oreos norr' ond in the
future.

Our morine porks will do this.
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