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Every yeor towords fhe beginning of winter, just
os the sun begins to lose its wormth, ond o chill
creeps into the evening oir, o number of stronge
visitors onive on W,A's southern shores.

The Eoster holidoy often morks their first oppeoF
once. As the crowds from Perth siworm southword
in their onnuol migrotion to the hening-rich seos of
Leerjwin-Noturoliste, ond thousonds rediscover the
romontic grondeur of koni forest from Boronup to
the Porongorupt o few curious reporis filter
through to wildlife officers ond notionol pork
rongers.

Here ond there on rockv shorelines o stortled
ongler or beochcomber will find o fovourite hount
shored by on equolly stortled seol. Spotted like o
leopord from heod io toil, ond with o set of
whiskers the enw of ony feline, these one-yeor-old
Leopord Seols hove just mode the two thousond
kilometre trip from Antorctico. Why? No-one knows.
LeoDord Seols neither breed here, nor os odults
migrotetoWA.

Even if you stoy in Perth ond explore fhe reefs
ond islonds of the coostol woters, you moy hove
close encounters with morine wildlife such os
fomily groups of Austrolion Seoliong bosking in the
winter sun or loofing oboul in the shollor/s.

Fisherfolk chosing o feed of hening, or hoping for
o solmon, on the oceon side of the.choin of reefs
which follow the coost from Loncelin to Monduroh,
ore often enterioined ond delighted by the sighi
of o school of dolphin cruising the woters or surfing
in the bow woves. lf o huge brown shope surfoces
neorlcy, stort the motor ond move out White
'Pointers ore not unknown in coostol woters. With
ony luck, however, you moy be the one to spot o
Humpbock Whole coming inshore to check out
the scene, on its woy from Shok Boy to Antorctico.

Further south, in the incredibly blue ond green
boys of Cope Arid Notionol Pok, Southern Right
Wholes, once hunted to the brink of extinciion,
come inshore ot the beginning of spring, ond stoy
for neorly o month to colve, before heoding for
Antorctico ond the krill teosts thot owoii them.

Whot hove oll these creotures got in common?
The on$,ver is people. Perth's northern ond
southern suburbs ore creeping further olong the
coostline, ond the holidoy crowds ore getting
lorger. More people hove more leisure, ond more
money to spend on it. Things ore getting o little
crowded.

This opinion oppeors to be shored by the S€olion
who recently bit o fishermon's dog on one of the
tiny islonds off Mormion reef.
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More ond more people ore visiting these islondt
which the Seolions hove been using for thousonds
of yeors os resiing spots. Beoutiful, ond possive os
they usuolly ore, they ore siill very much wild
onimols, Feeding them by hond, getting between
o bull ond his horem, or oltempting to stroke them
is obout os smort os trying to cuddle o Bengol
tiger. People ond Seolions con coexist with the
oppropriote courte$y, but they definitely loke o
dim view of dogs running oround their'lounge-
rooms'. So for thot motter, do the seobirds which
roost on our offshore islonds.

The sod thing is thot slor/ly but surely, os their
spots ore invoded by people, the Seolions will
move owoy. W.A is one of the few ploces left in
the world where such onimols con be found on
the doorslep of o mojor city. Elsewhere they've
either gone, or oreos hove been closed to visitors
so thot they oren't disturlced when breeding ond
roising their youDg,

The most recent chopter from Mormion is the
tole of the h/gmy Right Whole which oppeors to
be doing iis PhD in the study of humon behoviour.
The four metre whole wos first sighted in November
1986 neor Whitfords, ond hos oppeored since on o
regulor bosis up ond down the coost from
Mormion to Rockinghom. lhe whole seems
porticulorly inierested in putting in oppeoronces
where there ore groups of people in the woter -
which con be very disconcerting.

Let's hope this interspecies study con grow inlo
mufuol understonding, so we con oppreciote ho,r/
incredibly lucky we ore to shore our environment
with thes€ beoutiful creotures before they deport
our shores for good. El
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Austrolion Seolion (neophoca cinerca)
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For more thon 100 yeors W.A hos recognised
the importonce of protectlng slgnificont oreos

represenl our unique tenestriol floro ond founo.
Until now, ho,vever, there hos b€en o missing

elemeni the morine environment.
Cleorlv, its obsence hos mode our po;k

wstem l6ss representoilve of W,q"s envlronmenl,
esp€ciolly consldering thot the Stote hos some
12 700 km of cooslline.

Recentlv o storl wos mode to oddress this
lmbolonce wiih the officiol opening of the
Mormion Morine Pok, W.A's first morine pork.

generotions.- 
Ihese some volues opply to the proposed

Ninooloo Morine Potk which is slfuoted olong
260-km of the Stoie's coostline south of Exmouth.
Ninooloo will be vested in the Notionol Poks
ond-Noiure Conservotion Authority os o morine

Mormion reef hos long b€€n o populor
holidoy destinotion for rnony Weslern Austrolions
wtro fished for the huge groper ond croyfish
offshore, ond svom in the protected logoons.

the Stote s premier tourist ottroctions
Ihe estoblishing of morine porks will provlde

of visitlng o morine pork.
There ivill olso be benefits in terms of jobs

creoted ond ihe exponsion of o gro,l/ing ond
vloble lourist industry.

Furthermore, morine polks will provide
ecolooicol benchmoks for reseorch into noturol
oroceases ond into the relotive effecls of morine
ond coostol uses.

W.A. hos o responsibillty to protect speciol
morine environments ond to encouroge public
oppreciotion of these oreos norr' ond in the
future.

Our morine porks will do this.
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