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Got o coll from on old moie the other doy osking if I
wonted to do o bit of fishing. lt took me o while to find
his flosh new house in one of those northern suburbs
(south Geroldton, I reckon) - the whole ploce hos
chonged so much. Bill hodn't chonged much, though,
ond it didn't toke long before we were chotting owoy
os I helped him hitch his boot troiler to lhe cor.

Well, he took me down to the new Oceon Reef
morino, ond I could hordly believe my eyes. Lost time I
wos up this woy, in the sixties, there were only o few
squotters' shocks scotiered between Triggs ond Quinns
Rock.

The N,4ormion reef (which Bill tells me hos recently
become o morine pork) wos o fovourite spoi for reef
fishing. Bock in those doys you didn'i houl your boot
ond troiler up io o morino ond lounch it for o
morning's herring fishing, insteod you pocked supplies
for o week ond heoded for your beoch shock. I con slill
remember Bill's joint - o neoi little customised
corrugoted iron job comped neotly in the foredunes.

Bill wos olwoys fish mod, bui he wos o generous sort
of bloke ond he'd often invite us up for the weekend
when the kids were young. A good time wos hod by
oll. Plenty of stories to be iold from those dovs.

When Bill's in o good mood he still tells the one
obout the Germon's croys. The old mon used to move
up to the shock next door for three months every yeor.
with his wife, dog ond the kitchen sink, Every morning
he'd get up, row out to his fovourite spot on the reef,
ond dive for on hour. Every morning. without foil, he'd
come bock in with two beoutiful, plump croyfish. The
fomily would eot those thot doy, ond the next doy
he'd do the some.

Eventuolly lhis become too much for Bill. He wonted
to find out the source of those wonderful croys, so on
ihe pretext of discussing ihe weother he sidled up 10
the Germon one morning.

'G'doy, nice croy . . .oops, doy for it.'

The conversotion ombled olong unlil eventuolly he
got to the point, ond the onswer wosn'i quite whot he
expecreo.

The Germon replied, 'Every doy I go diving ot seven
o'clock in the morning. Eoch doy I gellwo croyfish. This
I do for three months every yeor. This I hove been doing
for ten yeors. Al the end of thot lhree months I go
home. I only toke with me my lost morning's cotch of
two croys. When I come bock neKt yeor I will do the
some thing, ond probobly for ihe rest of my life I will do
the some thing. The ploce I ge1 my croys from is the
croys I don't cotch.'

'l reckon thot wos lhe first time the penny dropped
for me obout looking otter whot you've gol,' loughed
Bill, 'l used 10 be o bit greedy in my younger doys,
'speciolly obout croysl'

A componionoble silence fell os we seitled down to
our fishing, but Bill's words hod set me thinking obout
need ond greed ond the chonges we've mode to our
coostline.

Bock in 1960 | wos working on o ship moored to the
sleelworks jetty ot Kwinono. As the midnighf shitt drew
to o close, ihere wos o bit of o lull. I wos stonding on
the deck just os light storted to show on the horizon,
when I ihought I sow o loi of movement on the beoch.
I jumped onto the jetty ond wolked down 1o toke o
closer look. Boby turtlesl There must hove been
hundreds of them moking their woy bock to mother
oceon, ll wos o closed beoch, you see, no dogs, no
horses. A sote ploce for o iurile hotchery. Course,
scientists hoven'i ever known lhem to breed south of
Exmouih. Movbe it wos o freok occurrence, bu1 |
definitely sow those iurtles. I wonder if onyone else hos
ever seen them?

Some of my wod<motes come down for o look. One
bloke picked up o couple for'souvenirs'. I looked ot ihe
little creotures in his hond ond told him to pui ihem
back becouse they would die in his pocket on the trip
home. Few enough of the little beggors survive oll the
hozords of their environment without us oddino to iheir
troubles,

l'm glod we ore storting io look ofter whot we've gol
leff, this morine oork is o reollv smort move.

I wos brought out of my reverie when Bill pulled in o
fine pike. Smug with his prize, he suggested we coll il o
doy.

'Sure,' I soid. 'we've got o feed, ond ihot's enough for
me.' tr

Seen o whole?

Remoftobly liitle is knc,\Mn qbout the behqviour of wholes,
ond the moro we know the betisr wg con plon their
conservotion. lf you see o whole ot ony time, pleose
comocrl

Doug Cochrone
Wildlife Proieclion Bronch
lMurdoch House
5 The Esplonode
Ml Pleasont,6153
Ph: (09) 364 9666

or your locolwildlife ofiicer.

Poinis io noie ore:

How mony wholes?
How often lhe onimol/s surfoced?
Whoi port of lhe body wos exposed?
Wos o fin visible?
How mony spouts/blovr'holes?
Wos lhe onimol $/imming fosl or slou/?
Wos jl in deep or shollc ,,r' woten
Wos there o co|r.)

Allthese points help us idenlifu thewhole, Reports ot
slronded whales deod or olive ore qlso vitql pieces of
informqtion,
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For more thon 100 yeors W.A hos recognised
the importonce of protectlng slgnificont oreos

represenl our unique tenestriol floro ond founo.
Until now, ho,vever, there hos b€en o missing

elemeni the morine environment.
Cleorlv, its obsence hos mode our po;k

wstem l6ss representoilve of W,q"s envlronmenl,
esp€ciolly consldering thot the Stote hos some
12 700 km of cooslline.

Recentlv o storl wos mode to oddress this
lmbolonce wiih the officiol opening of the
Mormion Morine Pok, W.A's first morine pork.

generotions.- 
Ihese some volues opply to the proposed

Ninooloo Morine Potk which is slfuoted olong
260-km of the Stoie's coostline south of Exmouth.
Ninooloo will be vested in the Notionol Poks
ond-Noiure Conservotion Authority os o morine

Mormion reef hos long b€€n o populor
holidoy destinotion for rnony Weslern Austrolions
wtro fished for the huge groper ond croyfish
offshore, ond svom in the protected logoons.

the Stote s premier tourist ottroctions
Ihe estoblishing of morine porks will provlde

of visitlng o morine pork.
There ivill olso be benefits in terms of jobs

creoted ond ihe exponsion of o gro,l/ing ond
vloble lourist industry.

Furthermore, morine polks will provide
ecolooicol benchmoks for reseorch into noturol
oroceases ond into the relotive effecls of morine
ond coostol uses.

W.A. hos o responsibillty to protect speciol
morine environments ond to encouroge public
oppreciotion of these oreos norr' ond in the
future.

Our morine porks will do this.
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