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Surrounded bY highrises and

Broun.

The East Perth CemeterY was

first surveyed in 1829

to Louisa Iones who was 
,

interred the same Year' I ne

ground, however' was not
"gazetted 

as a Public cemetery

until 1847.

Like most cemeteries' it was

divided into sections tor

:I871r, was used as a mortuary

chaPel.

As well as different religious

sections, however' there were

quicklY'

caPacitY, and there was some

concern about its location so

close to residential areas'

i,r.i"l' *"t" discontinued

it*.", "*t"Pt in vaults',and

Karrakatta was oPeneo rn

1900'
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During the early years of the
2Oth century the cemetery fell
into a state of disrepair:
wooden headboards had
decayed, marble monuments
were discoloured and the
stonework and ironwork were
frequently pillaged. Due to the
efforts of the Historical
Society, the cemetery was
vested in the State Cardens
Board in 193n.
The late 1940s saw a renewed
interest in the cemetery after
Sir Paul Hasluck, whose father
was buried there, expressed his
concern at the neglect of such
an important historical site. Sir
Paul enlisted the aid of Herb
Craham, MLA and Premier
Ross McLarty, and they
arranged for the restoration of
several graves.

Perth by this time was
expanding at a fast pace,
stretching tentacles of
urbanism across the
countryside. Between 1948 and
1950 the cemetery west of
Plain St was bulldozed, and the
area excised for development.
This caused a public outcry at
the time because the bodies of
the dead had noi been
exhumed, and several human
bones were found lying around
the area, much to the outrage
of local schools. A girls'school
was built on the site, which
later became Traffic Control
Headquarters. In 1959 the
National Parks Board became
'Keepers of the Dead'.

We will never know the names
of most of those buried in the
cemetery. Only 804 sites out
of thousands are still
identifiable. The countless
mounds remain nameless.
Many of the burials were
simple affairs, the passing of a
soul marked by a single
wooden cross. Those of more
means could afford a greater
chance of immortality':
elaborate memorials
resplendent with wrought iron
railings and marble angels
were better able to withstand
the ravages of time, albeit they
were more of an attraction for
vandals and souvenir hunters.

The peqcafulgreen sr,r'ord ond lhe ominous chimney qre rsminiscent oI Thomos
Hordy's occounts ol the industriol revolution (obove).
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Death is a great leveller, and
rich and poor were susceptible
to the sarne diseases and
accidents. According to Mrs
Ray Oldham, of the W.A.
Historical Society, there was
an alarming death rate from
typhoid, malnutrition, scurvy
and dysentry. Many perished
in drowning accidents, like
Bertie Wittenoom, who
drowned in the Swan in 1892,
at the age of ten. There was a
very high child mortality rate,
and a very high percentage of
young women died in
childbirth. Several soldiers and
convicts are buried in East
Perth, bearing mute testimony
to our penal history. The
cemetery is also the final
resting place of explorers
Panter, Harding and
Goldwyer, who were killed by
Aborigines at Le Grange in
1464.
In 1984 the National Parks
Authority was integrated with
the Forests Departrirent and
the Wildlife Section of the
Fisheries and Wildlife
Department to form CALM,
which now has responsibility
for the area. CALM, together

The grqvestone ol Ls/is Hosluck
iother ol Sir Poul Hosluck. (obc r'e)

with the Historical Society, has
been working to restore the
cemetery. Widespread
vandalism necessitated the
erection of a permanent fence,
before the Historical Society
could take advantage of a
$5 ooo W.A. Heritage
Committee Srant for restoring
the cemetery.

The Historical Society has long
been interested in the future
of the cemetery, and in l98z
Dr James Richardson and
CALM Ranger David Davies
completed a 3 part journal
which listed all those interred.
Mrs Ray Oldham, who
initiated the cemetery
restoration proiect in 1983, is
currently working on a book
detailing the history of the

- area, and providing over 5 00o
brief biographies of those
buried in the cemetery. A
mernorial service is held bY the
Society every year on the first
Sunday in June 

'lest we forget'
our forebears.

Perhaps at last, on this little
green hill in the shadow of the
city of Perth, our pioneering
ancestors can rest in Peace.EI

When cufs,v lolls lhe knell of poriing doy . . .
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Stork silhoueites evoke the spirit of our remote
regions, This photogroph wos token neor
Quoiroding by Hons Versluls.

ED!TORIAL

Losi April the Deporiment of Conservotion ond

hundred ond ihirty{ive letters offering brtefings ond
speokers were sent out. Ninety groups responded.
Hlo c comment on ony ospect of the plons ond the
strolegy wos invited.

4070 responses were received. This included 350s
proformos (fTom 30 orgonisotions) ond 560
subston-tiol submissions, some up to 200 poges in
lengfh. Mony submissions endorsed the plons in their
enliretyi some rejected ihem out of hond; others
suggested hundreds of minor chonges.

unwriffen ond illdefined,

monogement, becouse these processes will be the
norm, not the exception in yeors oheoo.
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