Not quite the drama of a whale stranding, but for the
four red kangaroos involved it was quite horifying,

On Saturday 14 February 1987, | was on patre! in the
Shire of Dalwallinu just west of Lake Moore at
Boogoordar Rocks about one kilometre north of the
State Vermin Fence looking for alleged hunters using roo
dogs.

! had almost finished a spot check around Boogoordar
Rocks when | noticed a piece of bird netting on the
western edge of the rock outcrop, so | walked about 100
m to investigate. As it was, it fumed out to be nothing to
worry about,

It was 6.15 pm and still very hot so | stood there in the
eetie dead silence overlooking the dry salt bed of Lake
Moore. | could feel the presence of something watching
me. | tumed and looked over my shoulder and noticed
the heads of two red kangarcos glaring at me from
what appeared to be solid rock face about 40 m away
from me.

As | walked over to investigate, | could hear the sloshing
of water. What | was to see in the next few minutes
wasn't a very pleasant sight. In my ten years as a wildlife
officer | have come across all sorts of predicaments
where birds and animals have come to grief, but none
as horifying as the fate that awaited these kangaroos.
Not just one or two, but four kangaroos had slipped into
a small gnamma hole. It was only just over 3 feet
across and 9in of water to the overfiow, but they were
standing in nearly 5 ft of water and had probably been
there for days.

Initially, | could only see three heads, neck deep,
peering out at me. Unbeknown fo me a fourth kangaroo
was being frodden down by the others. As | began
pulling them cut by the wrists, one by one, the stench of
the water was terrible. They must have been there for
days. They all complained bitterly. hissing and growling
at me. The largest one promptly fell back into the
gnamma hole and | had fo pull him out again, But it
was too late for him, his pitiful face looked at me as if to
say ‘Help me!’ Again | pulled him out and Iaid him near
the gnamma hole on sorme dry grass, but he quickly
died — the shock and fime in the water was too much,
his skin was corming off his wrists as I pulled him out.

The other three kangaroos, however, had temporary
paratysis and just lay there for a while. | checked them
for damage, the water had badly softened the skin on
their paws, but within 15 minutes they had begun to
recover and pulled themsslves, one by one, to their feet
and hopped away under their own steam locking like
three drowned rats,

it was about 6.30 by this time and still very hot, and that
night also was very hot. | believe that the three roos that
hopped away would have been warm enough to
recover from their shock. | made the gnamma hole safe
by pufting pieces of wood down the hole, leaving room
for water to be taken safely. If roos’ prayers could be
answered, the sunivors would certainly say theirs were,

Robert Coughran, Wongan Hills

Stories from the lives of West Australian faresters

Roger Underwood
(Editor|

If you enjoy Barney White's stories (see page 9) from
the South-West you might be interested in a new book
entitied Leaves from the Forest.

Barney's story is among many to be found in this
collection of foresters’ tales. It is a fascinating piece of
social history, full of local characters.

There are those remarkable individuals, like
Conservator Stoate, who was equally capable at
‘swarnping’ for a bulidozer driver building a fire-line as
he was in carrying out the research for which he was
well known. Not to mention George Wally Marshall
Nunn, who had a profound impact on forestry in the
South-West.

Nunn, it seems, was a refined man who could savour the
delights of freshly sprung mushrooms coocked in the
bush one at a time in his cigarette tin in the butter
scraped from his mate's sandwiches; and wallow in seff-
pity well into his second bottle of scotch.

The history is there in the various places where the
writers worked, the jobs they did, the huts and tents
they lived in and shared, as well as their ingenuity,
toughness and independence.

Leaves from the Forest is available from the Institute of
Foresters of Australia, P.O. Box 123, Nedlands. Phone:
386 1333.
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Stark silhouettes evoke the spirit of our remote
regions. This photograph was taken near
Quairading by Hans Versluis.

EDITORIAL

Public participation in land management sounds
like a great idea: the community has a chance to
study and comment upon the govemnment's
proposals. The scientists and managers can keep
their fingers on the pulse of public demand. But
sometimes good ideas are hard to put into practice.

Last April the Department of Conservation and
Land Management released draft management
plans for the south-west forest regions, and a draft
timber strategy for WA The release of the plans was
accompanied by a series of workshops and public
mestings. and extensive media releases. Four
hundred and thirty-five letters offering briefings and
spedakers were sent out. Ninety groups responded.
Public comment on any aspect of the plans and the
strategy was invited.

4070 responses were received. This included 3505
profermas (from 30 organisations) and 565
substantial submissions, sore up to 200 pages in
length. Many submissions endorsed the plans in their
entirety: some rejected therm out of hand; others
suggested hundreds of minor changes.

How can so many, and such varied, views possibly
be integrated simply and sensibly into a final plan?
What weighting should be given fo the views of
different groups or individuals? Who decides what is
ight when pure value judgements are to be made
and values are in conflict? How should one resclve an
issue when the views of a large section of the public
are quite different from those of a small group of
scientists working closely on the problem? These
questions represent the sharp end of public
participation. It's a relatively new game for WAL's
land managers, and one in which the rules are still
unwritten and ill-defined.

What is cerfain is that the Departrment’s policy and
planning staff have a big job ahead of them, and a
job which must be done to the highest possible
professional standard. it is important that the final
plans for our south-west forests reflect the fremendous
thought, effort and interest shown by the community;
and it is essential that there are efficient mechanisms
for public invelvernent in conservation and fand
management, because these processes will be the
norm, not the exception in years ahead.
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