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Red t<angeroo
rescue
Not quite the dromo of o whole stronding, but for the
four red kongoroos involved it wos quiie horritying,
On Soturdoy'14 Februory 1987, lwos on potrol in the
Shire of Dolwollinu just west of Loke lvoore ot
Boogoordor Rocks oboui one kilomelre north of the
Stote Vermin Fence looking for olleged hunters using roo
dogs,

I hod olmost finished o spot check oround Boogoordor
Rocks when I noticed o piece of bird netting on the
western edge of the rock outcrop, so I wolked obout lO0
m to investigote. As it wos, it turned out io be nothing to
worry oooul,

It wos 6.15 pm ond siill very hot so I stood there jn lhe
eerie deod silence overlooking the dry solt bed of Loke
lvoore. I could feel the presence of something wotching
me. I turned ond looked over my shoulder ond noticed
the heods of two red kongoroos gloring ot me from
whot oppeored 10 be solid rock foce obout 40 m owov
from me.

As I wolked over to invesligole, I could heor the sloshing
of woter. Whot I wos to see in the next few minutes
wosn't o very pleosont sight, In my ten yeors os o wildlife
officer I hove come ocross oll sorts of predicoments
where birds and onimols hove come to grief, bui none
os horrifying os ihe fote thot owoited these kongoroos,
Not just one or iwo, but four kongoroos hod slipped inio
o smoll gnommo hole, lt wos only just over 3 feet
ocross ond 9 in of woler 10 the overflow, but they were
stonding in neorly 5 ft of woter ond hod proboblv been
there for doys.

Initiolly. I could only see lhree heods. neck deep.
peering out ot me. Unbeknown to me o fourth kangoroo
wos being trodden down by the others, As I begon
pulling them oui by the wrists, one by one, the stench of
ihe woter wos lerrible. They must hove been there for
doys. They oll comploined bitterly, hissing ond growling
ot me. The lorgest one promptly feli bock into the
gnommo hole ond I hod to pull him out ogoin, But it
wos too lote for him, his pififul foce looked ot me os if to
soy'Help mel'Agoin I pulled him out ond tojd him neor
the gnommo hole on some dry gross, but he quickly
died - the shock ond time in the woter wos too much,
his skin wos coming off his wrists os I pulled him out.

The olher three kongoroos, howeveL hod temporory
pqralysis ond just loy there for a while. I checked them
for domoge, the woter hod bodly softened the skin on
their pows, but within 15 minutes they hod begun io
recover ond pulled ihemselves. one by one, to lheir fe€t
ond hopped awoy under their own steom looking like
three drowned rots.

It wos obout 6.30 by this time ond sti 

 

very hot, ond thot
night olso wos very ho1. I believe thol the three roos lhot
hopped owoy would hove been worm enough to
recover from their shock. I mode the gnommo hole sofe
by putting pieces of wood down the hole, leoving room
for woler to be tcken sofely. lf roos' proyers could be
onswered, the survivors would certoinly soy theirs were.

Robed Coughrqn, Wongon Hills

Leaves from the Forest

stories trom th€ livesof WestAustnlian forcsteF

lf you enjoy Barney White's stories (see page g) from
the South-West you might be interested in a new book
entitled Leaves lrom the Forest.

Barney's story is among many to be found in this
collection ot toresters' tales_ lt is a fascinating piece of
social histoty, full of local characters.
There arc those remarkable individuals, like
Conservatot Stoate, who was equally capable at'swamping'tor a bulldozer driver building a tirc-line as
he was in carrying out the research tor which he was
well known. Not to mention George Walty Marshall
Nunn, who had a profound impact on forestry in the
South-West.

Nunn, lt seems, was a refined man who could savour the
delighb of treshly sprung mushrooms cooked in the
bush one at a time in his cigarette tin in the butter
scraped from his mate's sandwiches; and wallow in selt-
pity well into his second bottle of scotch.
The history is there in the various places wherc the
writers worked, the iobs they did, the huts and tents
they lived in and shared, as well as theit ingenuity,
toug h ness and i nde pe nd e nce.

Leaves lrcm the Forcst is available f rcm the lnstitute of
Foresters of Australia, P.O. Box 123, Nedlands. phone:
386 1333.
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Stork silhoueites evoke the spirit of our remote
regions. This photogroph wos token neor
Quoiroding by Hons Versluis.

EDIIORIAI

Public porticipotion in lond monogement sounds
like q greoi ideor the community hos o chonce to
study ond comment upon the governmenfs
proposols. The scieniists ond monogers con keep
theirlingers on the pulse of public demond, But
sometimes good ideos ore hord to put into proclice.

Lost ADril lhe Deooriment of Conservotion ond
Lond Monogement releosed drott monogement
plons for the south-west torest regiont ond o droft
timber strotegy for W.A The releose of the plons wos
occomponied by o sories of workshops ond public
meelings, ond extensive medio releoses. Four
hundred ond thirty-five letters offering briefings ond
speokers were seni out. Ninety groups responded.
Public comment on ony ospect of the plons ond the
strolegy wos invited.

4070 responses were received. This included 3505
proformos (from 30 orgonisotions) ond 565
subsianiiol submissions, some up to 200 poges in
length, Mony submissions endorsed the plons in lheir
eniirety; some rojected them oul of hondi others
suggesied hundreds of minor chonges.

How con so mony, ond such voried, views possibly
be integroted simply ond sensibly into o finol plon?
Whot weighting should be given to the views of
different groups or individuols? Who decides whot is
tighf when pure volue judgements ore to be mode
ond volues ore in conflict? How should one resolve on
issue when lhe views of o lorge section of the public
are quite different from those ot o smoll group of
scientists working closely on the problem? These
questions represeni ihe shorp end of public
porticipqtion. lt's o relotively new gome forWA's
lond monogers, ond one in which the rules ore still
unwritien ond ill-defined.

Whot is certoin is thot the Deportmeni's policy ond
plonning stoff hove o big job oheod of them, ond o
job which must be done to ihe highest possible
orofessionol stondord, lt is importont thot the finol
plons for our south-west forests reflect the tremendous
thought, efforl ond interest shown by the communily;
ond it is essentiol thot there ore efficient mechonisms
for public involvemenl in conservoijon ond lqnd
monogemenf, becouse these processes will be ihe
norm, not ihe exception in yeors oheod,
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