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Crocodile ottocks ore fiont poge news ond the
telephone in our Kimberley regionol otfice 01 Kununurro
rong non-stop ofier the fotol ottock on o young
Americon iourist ot King Coscodes. Prince Regent River.
Some ot lhe colls were from Stote, regionol, notionol
ond internotionol news orgonisclions, others from
concerned locols reporting sightings of lorge crocodiles
ond o few from tourists plonning o Kimberley holidoy,
ond osking for detoils of 'sofe'oreos ond for sofety
procedures neor woterwoys. A few doys loter the
crocodile jokes ond rumours begon.

The Kunununo Diversion Dom with deep pools,
flooiing weed mots ond swomps olong its 40 odd
kilometre course - is o hoven for Johnston (freshwoter)
crocodiles. Some of these 'freshies' grow up to, ond
somelimes more thon. ten feet (notice how people, no
motler how used 10 the metric syslem, olwoys refer to
crocodiles in feet ond inches), ond ore often the couse
of reporied estuorine crocodile sightings in the
woiersoort oreo bv the diversion dom woll.

These reports ore followed up for verificotion, but lose
some credibility before pen is put to poper. One
comploinont, when interviewed, could not estimoie the
lenglh of the crocodile he sow, but guoronteed thol its
eves were iwo feet ooort.

This indeed wos o lorge onimoli hurried checks with ex-
crocodile shooters ond reseorch stoff confirmed our
worst feor - ol leost o 70 to 80 footer.

Dogs ore o fovourite food of crocodiles ond it is
necessory to keep dogs (ond people) owoy from ihe
woter in estuorine crocodile hobitots, When o dog goes
missing in the Kimberleys, it hos to be o croc for sure.
One bowser ottendont in Kununuro noncholontly told
customers to'tie up your dogs os o rogue crocodile in
the dom hod loken ot leost 36 dogs in the lost couple
of weeks'. Checks with the shire ond locol police did not
subslontioie ihe cloims, ond ihe locol dog cotcher wos
busier thon ever.

A Wyndhom mon living neor the lu/ndhom Port
received rodio ond newspoper coveroge when his dog
wos severelv mouled bv o croci o locol vet loter
confirmed thol onolher dog wos the culpril, ond thot
sTory wos no ronger news,

Sqlh/oter crocodie lCrccodylus porosus) the one lo ovoid
You shouldn't disturb freshwoter crocodlles, eilhet bul lhev ore
un ikelv to eqt vou

Before the King Coscodes ottock, wildlife officer, Mike
Osborn wos dispotched lo Broome to locote ond ccpture
o reporied esluorine crocodile in Willie Creek norih of
Broome, o populor swimming ond fishing spot.

Within three doys, the Broome Tourist Bureou wos
recejving medio colls osking whot wos being done to
stop crocodiles rummoging through rubbish bins in
fown, ond o Broome resideni contocled ABC rodio
telling people thot crocodiles will octuolly leove the
woler ond run people down on lond.

Rumours ond exoggerotion will olwoys sunound
crocodiles, their hobits ond interoction wilh humons.
They corry o mystique oil their own. These sourions ore
on inlegrol port of Kimberley life, however, ond it is good
to see on improvement in people's obilily lo 'live with
crocodiles'.tr

Vol Slorey ond Mike Osbome, Kununurq

WHALE UPDATE
Bunbury high school students in the habit ot staring out
the c/assroom window were recently treated to an
unusual sight. Southern right and humpback whales
were swimming in the shallows. I bet even the teachers
couldn't resist having a look. The article on page 24 tells
the tull story of the return of these whales to our
coastline. fhe start of a school project?

The first two weeks in August provided a lot of good
news lor whale lovers- First the Channel 7 news
helicopter spotted a humpback whale otf Cottesloe
Beach. Not to be outdone, the Channel9 news
helicopter spotted a southern right whale and her calt in

Cockbum Sound a tew days later. A humpback was
seen in the Marmion Marine Park, and another southern
right whale was noted close to Binningup Beach, neal
Bunbury.

To top it a ott, one ot Petth's two resident pods of
dolphins have been'showing off'their new ottspring to
sundty pleasure craft and fisherlolk. The latest sighting
was ot about eight dolphins with three or tour calves, ott
Hilaty's in the Marmion Marine Park. Yet another
Channel9 news rcpottet had the thtill of surting with a
gtoup ol bottlenose dolphins at Castle Rocks near the
west end of Rottnest lsland. Since the Augusta whale
rescue in 1986, the local media have taken ceteceans to
heart!
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regions, This photogroph wos ioken neor
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EDITORIAI.

Public porticipotion in lond monogement sounds
like o greoi ideo: the community hos o chonce to
study ond comment upon the governmenfs
proposols. The scientists ond monogers cqn keep
their fingers on the pulse of public demond. But
sometimes good ideqs ore hord to put inlo proctice,

Losi April the Deportment of Conservotion ond
Lond lvlonogement releosed droft monogement
plons for the south-west forest regions, ond o droft
timber sfroiegy for W.A, The releose of the plons wos
occomponied by o series of workshops ond public
meeiings. ond extensive medio releoses, Four
hundred ond thirty-five letters offering briefings ond
speokers were sent out. Ninety groups responded.
Public comment on ony ospeci of the plons and the
slrolegy wos invited.

4070 responses were received. This inctuded 3b0S
proformas (from 30 orgonisotions) ond 565
substontiol submissions, some up to 200 poges in
length. N/ony submissions endorsed the plons in th6ir
entkeiyi some rejected them oui of hondi others
suggested hundreds of minor chonges,

How con so mony, ond such voried, views possibly
be integroted simply ond sensibly into o finol plon?
Whot weighting should be given to the views of
different groups or individuqls? Who decides whot is
Yight' when pure volue judgements ore io be mode
ond volues ore in conflict? How should one resolve on
issue when lhe views of o lorge section of the public
are quiie different fTom ihose of o smoll group of
scieniists working closely on the problem? These
questions represent the shorp end of public
porticipotion. lfs o relotively new gome forWA's
lond monogers, ond one in which the rules ore still
unwritten ond illdefined.

Whql is certoin is thot the Depqrtment's policy ond
plonning stoff hove a big job oheod of them, ond o
job which musi be done to the highest possible
professionol stondord. lt is importont thot ihe finol
plons for our south-wesl forests reflect the tremendous
thoughi, effort ond interesi shown by the communitv;
ond it is essentiol thot fhere ore efficient mechonisms
for public involvement in conservotion ond lond
monogemenf, b€couse these processes will be the
norm, not the exceplion in veors oheod.
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